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PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS. 



LETTER I. 



CHILDHOOD. 



I HATS given my best consideffttion to the atguments by 
which you support the demand for a few notices of events 
connected with my personal recoUections of the past That 
which has chiefly influenced me is the consideration, urged 
on what I know to be just and reasojiable grounds — that 
when it has pleased God to bring any one 4>eibre the public 
in the capacity of an author, that person becomes in some 
sense public property ; baving abandoned the privacy from 
which no one ought to be forced, but which any body may 
relinquish ; a^d courted the observation of the world at 
large. Such individuals are talked of during life, and after 
dea^ become the subject, I may say the prey, of that spirit 
which reigned in Athens of old, and from which no child of 
Adam is wholly free • — the desire to hear and to tell some 
new thing. No sooner has the person withdrawn from this 
mortal stage, than the pen of biography is prepared to record, 
and a host of curious expectants are marshalled to receive, 
some fragments at least of private history. I wish I could 

2 
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14 REASONS. 

dissent from your remark, that even godliness itself is too 
often sought to be made a gain of in such cases. Writers 
who are themselves wholly unenlightened by spiritual knowl- 
edge, and uninfluenced by spiritual feeling, will take up as a 
good speculation, what must to them be a mystery, and 
wrong the subject of their memorial while they injure the 
cause in which he laboured. Even among those of better 
understanding in the ways of truth, we do not often meet 
sound judgment, calm discretion, and refined delicacy, 
combined with affection for the departed, and zeal for the 
gospel. Private journals are sought out, confidential letters 
raked together, and a most unseemly exposure made, alike 
of the dead and the living. 

This I have always seen and lamented : and being aware 
that my turn would probably come to be thus exhibited, I 
have abstained from preserving even th^slightest memoranda 
of events, thoughts, or feelings, that could be laid hold on 
as a private journal : and I have most distinctly intimated 
to all those friends who possess any letters of mine, that I 
shall regard it as a gross breach of confidence, a dishonour- 
able, base, and mercenary proceeding on the irpart, if ever 
they permit a sentenee addressed by me to them to pass 
into other hands. Indeed* to such an extent have I felt 
this, that for many years past I have kept some friend under 
a solehin pledge that, immediately afler my death, they will 
proclaim my having so guarded my correspondence, in order, 
if possible, to shame the individuals from a course with 
r^ard to me which I have never been inveigled into with 
regard to others. Looking on epistolary communications 
as a trust not to be betrayed, I have invariably refused to 
deliver to the biographers of my departed friends any letters 
of theirs that I might possess : — the first application for 
them has always been the signal for committing the whole 
budget to the flames. 

This you kn^lv ; and you say that the very precautions I 
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DS8IGN. 15 

have U8«d will leave my memory more completely at the 
mercy of ill-judging or ill-informed survivers, who, in the 
absence of more authentic information, may draw on their 
own invention, and do me injustice. This is the plea that 
has prevailed with me now : the uncertainty of illoMal Mfe, 
with the apprehension Ihat if suddenly remove I shall 
become the heroine of some strange romanc#i founded 
probably on the facts of a life by no means deficient in 
remarkable incidents, but mixed up with a great deal of 
fiction ; and the consciousness that others may be thereby 
wounded, whom I would not wish to wound — have decided 
me to act upon your suggestion, and to draw out a little 
sketch of such matters as can alone concern the public in 
any way. Into private domestic history no person possessed 
of a particle of delicacy can wish to intrude. It is melan- 
choly to witness the prying spirit that some are but too ready 
to cater to, for filthy lucre's sake ; and grievous to reflect, 
that the boasted immunity which makes the cottage of the 
English peasant, no less than the palace of the English 
noble, a castle, — which so Ances his domestic hearth that 
no man may set foot within bis door without his consent, or 
proclaim an untruth concerning him without being legally 
compelled to render compensation, should be withdrawn 
from his grave. I cannot tell you how I have blushed for 
the living, and kindled with resentment on behalf of the 
dead, when contemplating the merciless desecration of what 
may truly be called the sacredness of home, in some bio- 
graphical notices. 

You may therefore expect to find in these sheets a record 
of that menUil and spiritual discipline by which it has pleased 
the Lord to prepare me for the very humble, yet not very 
narrow, sphere of literary usefulness, in which it was his 
good purpose to bid me move ; with whatever of outward 
things, passing events, and individual personal adventure, 
as it is called, may be needful to illustrate the progress. 
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16 MARTTR8' PRISON. 

Of living centemporaries I shall of course not speak : of the 
dead no &rther than as I would myself be spoken of by them, 
had I gone first* Public events I shall freely discuss, and 
hold back notlung that bears on spiritual subjects. Nobody 
shall ever need to be at the trouble of posthumously seaich- 
ing out and proclaiming my opiniens on any topic whateverY 
apart froq^ personalities. I will not withhold, nor disguise, 
nor soften them down ; and if the charge of egotism be 
brought, let the accusers ky their hands upon their hearts, 
and declare that they would not have sanctioned another in 
performing for me, as a defunct writer, the office which 
nobody can fulfil half so well, because nobody can do it 
half so correctly^ as myself. 

To commence th^ task, in whigh I earnestly implore the 
Father of all mercies, and Teacher of aH truth, to guide me, 
to guard me from misstatement, to preserve me from self- 
seeking, and to overrule it to the glory of His great name, 
I must remind you that my birth-place was Norwich ; a fine 
old town, distinguished for its many antiquities, the beauty 
of its situation on a rising ground, interspersed with a 
profusion of rich gardens, and studded with churches to the 
number of thirty- five, including a majestic cathedral. Many 
years have elapsed since I last beheld it, and perhaps the 
march of modern improvement ha^ so changed its features, 
that were I now to dwell upon my recollections of that 
cherished home, they would not be recognised. But I 
cannot forget the early impressions produced on my mind 
hy the peculiarities of the place ; nor must they be omitted 
here. The sphere in which it is my dearest privilege to 
labour is the cause of Protestantism ; and sometimes, when 
God has blessed my poor efforts to the deliverance of some 
captive out of the chains of Popish delusion, I have recalled 
the fact of being born just opposite the dark old gateway of 
that strong building where the glorious martyrs of Mary's 
day were imprisoned. I have recollected that the house 
wherein I drew my first breath was visible through the grated 
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window of their piisoo, and g conspicuous object wben its 
gates unfolded to deliver them to unjust judgment and a 
cruel death. Are any of the prayers of those glorified saints 
fulfilled in the poor child who was brought into the ^i^orld on 
that particular spot, though at the distance of some agest 
The query could not be answered, but the thought has 
frequently cheered me on. The stem-looking, gateway, 
opening on St Martin's Plain, was probably one of the very 
first objects traced on the retina of my infant eye, when it 
ranged beyond the inner walls of the nursery : and eHen, 
with torturing step, I passed beneath that arch into the 
splendid garden of our noble episcopal palace; and certainly, 
if my Protestantism may not be traced to that locality, my 
taste may; for from all the elaborate display of modern 
architecture, all the profuse luxuriance and endless variety 
of modem horticulture, I now turn away, to feast in thought 
on the recollection of that venerable scene. The palace 
itself is a fine specimen of the chaste old English style ; but 
the most conspicuous, the most unforgetable feature was the 
cathedral itself, which formed the boundary of one-half of 
the garden : a mass of sober magnificence, rising in calm 
repose against the sky, which, to my awe-struck gaze and 
childish imagination, seemed to rest upon its exquisitely- 
formed spire. Seated on the grass, busying my fingers with 
the daisies that were permitted to spring around, I have been 
lost in such imaginings as I suppose not many little children 
indulge in, while permitting my eyes to rove over the seem- 
ingly interminable mass of old gray stone, and then to fall 
upon the pleasant fiowers around me. I loved silence, for 
nothing that fell on the ear seemed in accordance with what 
so charmed the eye : a||^d thus a positive evil found entrance 
in the midst of much enjoyment I acquired that habit of 
dreamy excursiveness info imaginary scenes, and among 
unreal personages, which isalike inimical to rational pursuits, 
and opposed to spiritual-mindedness. To a period so early 

2* 
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18 SCENERY. 

as the midcRe of my fourth year I cmi revert with the most 
perfect, most vivid recollection of my habitual thoughts and 
feelings ; and at that age^ I can unhesitatingly declare, my 
mind was deeply tinctured with a romance not derived from 
books, nor from con venation, but arising, as I verily believe, 
out of the singular adaptation to each other of my natural 
taste and the scenery amidst which it began to develope 
kself. Our abode was changed to another part of the city 
before this period arrived ; but the bishop's garden was still 
our haunt* and my supreme delight. 

An immense orchard, shrubbery, and flower-garden, were 
attached to my father's new residence, to which he had 
removed on account of its proximity to the church of which 
he was rector. This, too, was an old-fashioned house, 
mantled with a vine, and straggling out, in irregular buildings, 
along the slope of the garden. The centre of an immense 
grass-platt studded with apple, pear, and plum-trees, was 
occupied by the most gigantic mulberry I ever beheld, the 
thick trunk of which resembled that of a knotted oak, while 
in its forest of dark branches nestled a number of owls and 
bats. Oh, how I loved to lurk beneath its shadow on a 
summer evening, and await the twilight gloom, that the large 
owl might come forth and wheel around the tree, and call 
out his companions* with a melancholy hoot ; while the 
smaller bat, dipping lower in his flight, brushed by me, 
accustomed to my presence. I had entered betibes upon 
the pernicious study of nursery tales, as they then were, and 
without having the smallest actual belief m the existence of 
fiiiries, goblins, or any such t^ ngs, I took unutterable delight 
in surrounding myself with hosts of them, decked out in 
colours of my own supplying, gorgpous or teivible beyond 
the conception of my classic authorities. The Acuity of 
realizing whatever I pictured to myself was astonishingly 
great ; and -you must admit that the localities in which I was 
placed were but too favourable to the formation of a char* 
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acter, which I have do doubt th^ enemy was secretly con- 
structing within me, to mislead* by wild, unholy fiction, such 
as should come within the range of its influence* To God 
be all the glory that I am not now pandering with this pen 
to the most grovelling or the moat impious of man's perverted 
feelings ! 

But^bove all other tastes, all odier cravings, one passion 
reigned supreme, and that aeme of enjoyment to me was 
music* This ako was met by indulgence as unlimited as 
its cravings ; for not only did my father possess one of the 
finest voices in the world, and the very hi|j^st degree of 
scientific knowledge, taste, cod skill in the management of 
it, but our house was seldom without an inmate in the person 
of his most intimate friend and brother clergyman, a son of 
the celebrated composer, Mr. Linley, who was as highly 
gifted in instrumental as my father was in vocal music. The 
rich tones of his old harpsichord seem at this moment to fill 
my ear and swell my heart; while my father's deep, clear, 
mellow vtyke, breaks in, with some noble recitative or elab- 
orate air of Handel, Haydn, and the rest of a school that 
may be superseded, but never, never can be equalled by 
modern composers. Or the harpsichord was relinquished 
to another hand, and the breath of our friend came forth 
through the reed of his hautboy in strains of such overpow- 
ering melody, that I have hid my face on my mother's lap to 
weep the feelings that absolutely wrung my little heart with 
excess of enjoyment. This was not a snare : or, if it might 
have been made one, the Lord broke it in time, by taking 
awaf my hearing. I would not that it had been otherwise, 
for while a vain imagination was fostered by the habit I have 
before adverted to, this taste for music, and its high gratifi- 
cation, most certainly elevated the mind. I do firmly believe 
that it is a gifl from God to man, to be prized, cherished, 
cultivated. I believe that the man whose bosom yields no 
response to the concord of sweet sounds, falls short o£ the 
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standard to which man should aspire as an intellectual being ; 
and though Satan does fearfully pervert this solace of the 
mind to most vile purposes, still I heartily agree with Martin 
Xiuther, thaf, in the abstract, ' the devil hates music' 

Before I had completed my sixth yeat, I came under the 
rod of discipline which was to fall so long and so persever- 
ingly upon me ere I should '* hear the rod and who had 
appointed it." Enthusiastic* in every thing, and already 
passionately fond of reading, I had eagerly accepted the offer 
of a dear uncle, a young physician, to teach me French. 
I loved him ; for he was gentle and kind, and very fond of 
me ; and it was a great happiness to trip through the long 
winding street that separated us, to turn down by the old 
Bridewell, so celebrated as an architectural curiosity, being 
built of dark flint stones, exquisitely chiselled into the form 
of bricks, and which even then I could greatly admire, and 
to take my seat on my young uncle's knee, in the large hall 
of his house, where stood a very large and deep-toned organ, 
some sublime strain from nvhich was to reward my diligence, 
if I repeated accurately the lesson he had appointed. Thus 
between love for my uncle, delight in his organ, and a nat- 
ural inclination to acquire learning, I was stimulated to 
extraordinary efforts, and met the demand on my energies 
in a very unsafe way. I placed my French book under my 
pillow every night, and starting from repose at the eailiest 
break of dawn, strained my sleepy eyes over the page, until, 
very suddenly, I became totally blind. 

This was a grievous blow to my tender parents : the 
eclipse was so complete that I could not tell whether it was 
midnight or midnoon, so far as percepticm of light was con- 
cerned, and the case seemed hopeless. It was, however, 
among ihe '' all things " that God causes to work together 
for good, while Satan eagerly seeks to use them for evil. It 
checked rAy inordinate desire for mere acquirements, which 
I believe to be a bad tendency, particularly in a female. 
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while it threw roe more uppn my own resources^ such as 
they were^ and gave me a keen relish for the highly intellec- 
tual conversation that aTwajs prevaSed in our home. My 
father delighted in the society of literary men : and he was 
himself of a turn so argumentative* so overflowing with rich 
conversation, so decided in his political views, so alive to 
passing events, so devotedly and so proudly the Englishman, 
that with such associates as he gathered about him at his 
own fireside, I don't see how the little blind girl, whose face 
was ever turned up towards the unseen speaker, and whose 
mind opened to every passing remark, could avoid becoming 
m thinker, a reasoner, a tory, and a patriot. Sometimes a 
tough disputant crossed our threshold ; one of these was Dr. 
Parr, and brilliant were the flashes resulting from such occa- 
sional collision with antagonists of that calibre. I am often 
charged with the offence of being too politieiil in my writings: 
the fact is, I write as I think and feel ; and what else can 
you expect from a child reared in such a nursery ? 

But another consequence of this temporary visitation was 
an increased passion for music. The severe remedies used 
for my blindness frequently laid me on the ^ofa for days 
together, and then my fond father would bring home with 
him, after the afternoon service of the cathedral, of which 
he was also a canon, a party of the young choristers. My 
godfather would seat himself at the harpsichord ; the boys, 
led by my^ father, perform the vocal paits ; and such feasts of 
sacred music were served up to me, that I have breathed to 
my brother in an ecstatic whisper the confesssion, * I don't 
want to see ; I like music better than seemg.' 

That brother I have not before named : but that only 
brother was a second self. Not that he resembled me iii 
any respect, for he was beautiful to a prodigy, and I an 
ordinary child ; he was wholly free from any predilection f«r 
learning, being mirthful and volatile in the highest degree ; 
and though he listened when I read to him the mysterious 
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marvek of my faTO&rite nursery books, I doubt whether he 
ever bestowed an after-thought on any thing therein con- 
tained. The brightest* the sweetest, the most sparkling 
creature that ever lived, he was aH joy, all love« I do not 
remember to have seen him for one moment out of temper 
or out of spirits for the first sixteen years of his life ; and he 
was to me what the natural sun is to the system. We were 
never separated ; our studies; our plays, our walks, our plans, 
our hearts were always one. That holy band which the 
Lord has woven, that inestimable blessing of fraternal love 
and confidence, was never broken, never loosened between 
us, from tlie cradle to his grave; and God forbid that I 
should say or think that the grave has broken it ! If I have 
not from the outset included that precious brother in my 
sketch, it was because I should almost as soon have deemed 
it necessary to include by name my own head or my pwn 
heart. He too was musical, and sang sweetly, and I cannot 
look back on my childhood without confessing that its cup ran 
over with the profusion of delights that my God poured into it. 
About this time, when my sight, afler a few months' pri- 
vation, was fully restored, I first imbibed the strength of 
Protestantism as deeply as it can be imbibed apart from 
spiritual understanding. Norwich was infamously conspic- 
uous in persecuting unto death the saints of the Most High, 
under the sanguinary despotism of Popish Mary; and the 
spot where they suffered, called the Lollard's Pit, lies just 
outside the town, over Bishop's bridge, having a circular 
excavation against the side of Moushold-hill. This, at 
least to within a year or two ago, was kept distinct, an open- 
ing by the road-side. My father often took us to walk in 
that direction, and pointed out the pit, and told us that there 
Mary burnt good people alive for refusing to worship wooden 
inwiges. 1 was horror-stricken, and asked many questions, 
to which he did not alwajis reply so fully as I wished ; and 
one day, having to go out while I was inquiring, he said, * I 
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don't think you can read a word of this book, but you may 
k>ok at the pictures : it is all about Ae martyrs*' So saying, 
he placed on a chair the old folio of Foxe's Acts and Monu- 
ments, in venerable black letter, and lefl me. to examine it. 

Hours passed, and still found me bending over, or rather 
leaning against that magic book. I could not, It is true, 
decypher the black letter ; but I found some examinations 
in Roman type, and devoured them ; while every wood-cut 
was examined 'with aching eyes and a palpitating heart. 
Assuredly I took in more of the spirit of John Foxe, even 
by that imperfect mode of acquaintance, than many do by 
reading hb book through ; and when my -father next found 
me at what became my darling study, I looked up at hipn with 
burning cheeira and asked, * Papa, may I be a martyr 1 ' 

*• What do you mean, child 1 ' 

* I mean, papa, may I be burned to deati for my religion, 
as these were ! I want t6 be a martyr.' 

He smiled, and made me this answer, which I have never 
forgotten, *Why, Charlotte, if the government ever gives 
power to the Papists again, as they talk of doing, you may 
probably live to be a martyr.' 

I remember the stern pleasure that this reply afibrded me ; 
of spiritual knowledge not the least glimmer had ever reached 
me in any form, yet I knew the Bible most intimately, and 
loved it with all my heart, as the most sacred* the most 
beautiful of earthly things. Already had its sublimity 
caught my admiration ; and when listening to the loAy lan- 
guage of Isaiah* as read from his stall in the cathedral by 
my father in Advent, and the early Sundays of the year, 
while his magnificent voice sent the prophetic denunciations 
pealing through those vaulted aisles, I had received into my 
mind, and I think into my heart, that scorn of idolatry which 
breathes so thrillingly in his inspired page. This I know, 
that at six years old the foundation of a truly scriptural pro- 
test was laid in my character ; and to this hour it is my 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



24 THKBIBLK.. 

prayer that whenever the Lord eatts me hence, or whenever 
the Lord himself comes to earth, he rriay find his servant 
not only watching, but workii^ against the diabolical iniquity 
that fiUed the Lollard's Pit with the ashes of his saints. 

And now upon that all-important topic, the Bible, I would 
renmrk, that among the most invaluable blessings of my life 
I remember the judicious conduct of my parents in regard 
to it. We generally find that precious volume made a book 
of tasks ; sometimes even a book of penalties : the conse- 
quence of so doing cannot but be evil. With us it was 
emphatically a reward book. That identical book is now 
before me, in its rich red cover, elegantly emblazoned* with 
^e/oyd arms ; for it is the very Bible that was placed 
before Queen Charlotte at her coronation in 1761 ; and 
which, becoming the perquisite of a Prebendary of West- 
minster, was by his wife presented to my mother to whom 
she stood sponser. This royal Bible was highly prized ; 
and it was with special favour that it was opened for us when 
we had been good, and were deemed worthy of some mark 
of approval. My father then, whose voice made music of 
every thing, would read to us the history of Abel, of Noah, 
Moses, Gideon, or some other of the exquisite narratives of 
the Old Testament. - I do not say that they were made the 
medium of conveying spiritual instruction ; they were unac- 
companied by note er comment, written or oral, and merely 
read as histories, the fact being carefully impressed on our 
minds that God was the author, and that it would be highly 
criminal to doubt the truth of any word in that book^ but 
I do assert that such a mode of bringing a child acquainted 
unth the Scriptures is infinitely preferable to setting- him tasks 
to learn out of it, or even of encumbering with human expla- 
nations what God has made so very plain, so very attractive. 
The consequences of this early instruction, imparted as an 
indulgence, I have reasons daily to rejoice in : it led me to 
search for myself the inspired pages : it taught me to expect 
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beauties, and excellenciesTand high inteltecfual gratificatioaf 
where God has indeed caused them to abound. As in th» 
natural world we find the nutritious fruit not lying like peb- 
bles on the ground, but hung on graceful trees and shmiiSy 
heralded by Mr and fragrant blossoms, embowered in ver- 
' dant foliage, and itself beautifully shaped and tinted, so has 
the Lord arranged that the garden where grows the fruits of 
the tree of life, should abound in all that is most lovely to 
man's natural perception ; and do we not slight this bounte** 
ous cq^re for our mind's enjoyment while he makes provision 
for our soul's sustenance, when we neglect to point these 
things out to the notice of our children? The Word was 
my 4elight many a year before it became my counsellor ; 
and when at last the veil was withdrawn from my heart, and 
Jesus stood revealed as the Alpha and Omega of that blessed 
book, it was not like gradually furnishing a vacant place with 
valuable goods, but like letting a fl6od of day 'Mo one irireadf 
most richly stored with all that was precious ; though, for 
lack of light whereby to discern their real nature, the gems 
had been regarded but as common things. My memory 
was plentifully stored with what it had been my free choice 
to study : and when in the progress of this little narrative 
you learn how mercifully I have been preserved from doc- 
trinal error in its various forms, through that full acquain- 
tance with God's word ; you will trace his marvellous work- 
ings in thus furnishing my mind, as it were, with an armoury 
of ready weapons ; and will be ready to echo with increased 
earnestness that emphatic declaration, ' The Bible, the Bible 
alone, is the religion of Protestants ; ' and not only to echo, 
but also to act upon it. 

Religion, however, did at this early period of my life, 
become a very important copcem in my eyes : our mother 
had taken infinite pains to assure us of one great truth — the 
omniscience of an Omnipresent God — and this I never 
could for a moment shake off. It influenced us both in a 

3 
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powerful manner, so that if eithtr committed a fault, we 
never rested until, through mutual exhortation on the ground 
that God certainly knew it, and would be angry if we added 
deceit to another error, we had encouraged each other to 
confession. We then went, hand in hand, to our mother, 
and the one who stood clear of the offence acknowledged it' 
in the name of the transgressor, while both asked pardon. 
Never did children more abhor a lie; we spurned at its 
meanness, while trembling at its guilt ; and nothing bound 
us more closely and exclusively together than the discover- 
ies we were alw.ays making of a laxity among other children 
in this respect. On such occasions we would shrink into a 
comer by ourselves, and whisper, ' Do they think God does 
not hear that? ' Self-righteousness, no doubt, existed in a 
biglt degree: we Were baby Pharisees, rejoicing in the 
external cleanliness of cup and platter; but I look back 
with great thankfulness on the mercy that so far instructed 
uf ; an habitual regjArd to truth has cajrried me safely through 
many a trial, and, as a pieans, guarded me from many a 
snare. It cannot be too early or too strongly inculcated ; 
nor should any effort be considered too great, any difficulty 
as too discouraging, any reprobation as too strong, or, I will 
add, any punishment too severe, when, the^ object in view is 
to overcome this infamous vice in a child. Once I remem- 
ber having been led into a lie, at the instigation, and through 
the contrivance of a servant girl, for whose benefit it was 
told. Suspicion instantly arose, from my dreadful embar- 
rassment of manner ; a strict investigation commenced ; the 
girl told me to face it out, for that nobody else knew of it, 
and she would not flinch. But my terrors of conscience 
were insupportable ; I could ill bear my father's steady eye 
fixed on mineu still less the anxious, wondering, incredulous 
expression of my brother's innocent face, who could not for 
a moment fiincy me guilty. I confessed at once ; and with 
a heavy sigh my father sent to borrow from a neighbour an 
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mitrumeiit of chastisenient never before needed in hie own 
house. He took me to another room, and said, * Child, it 
will pain me more to ^anish yon thus, than any blows I cai| 
inflict will pain you ; but I must do it ; you have told a lie ; 
a dreadful sin, and a base, mean, cowardly action. If I let 
you grow up a liar you will reproach me for it one day ; If 
I now spared the rod I should hate th% child.' I took the 
punishment in a most extraordinary spirit ; I wished every 
stroke had been a stab ; I wept because the pain was not 
greatj^nough ; and I loved my father at that moment better 
than even I, who almost idolized him, had ever loved him 
before. I thanked him, and I thank him still ; for I nisver 
transgressed in that way again. The servant was called, 
received her wages, and a most awful lecture;^ and was dis- 
charged the same hour. Yet, of all these things what sank 
deepest into my v^y soul were the sobs and cries of my fond 
little brother, and the lamentable tones of his sof> voice, 
pleading through the closed door, * Oh, Papa, donH whip 
Charlotte ! Oh, forgive poor Charlotte ! ' 

It is sweet to know we have a Brother indeed who always 
pleads, and never pleads in vain for the offending child ; a 
Father whose chastisements are not withheld, but adminis- 
tered in tender love ; judgment being his strange work, and 
mercy that wherein he delights, and the peaceable fruiti^of 
righteousness the end of his corrections. The event to 
which I have referred may appear too trivial a thing to 
record ; but it is fa^ neglecting trivial things that we ruin 
ourselves and our children. The usual mode of training 
these immortal beings, the plan of leaving them to servants 
and to themselves, the blind indulgence that passes .by, with 
a s%ht repremdnd only, a wilful offence, and the mischiev- 
ous misapplication of doctrine, that induces some to let 
nature do her worst, because nothing but grace can effectu- 
ally sup[4«ss her evil workings ; all these are faulty in the 
extreme, and ^ less presumptuous than foo^jish: this has 
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produced that * spirit of the age ' which, operating in a 
* pressure from without ' is daily forcing us farther from the 
good old paths in which we ought to walk, and in which our 
forefathers did walk, when they gave better heed than we do 
to the inspired word which tells us, ** Foolishness is bound 
up in the heart of a child ; but the rod of correction shall 
drive it far from hii^." 

Affectionately youi's, 
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LETTER II. 



YOUTH. 



I HAVE long been pereruaded that there is no such thiag as an^ 
honest private journal, even whieire the entries are punctually 
made under present impressions. There is «o much of pos- 
itive, active evil always at work in the mind, that to give a 
fair transcript of idle unptofitable thoughts and corrupt imag- 
inings is out of the question : evil is dealt with in generals, 
good in particulars, and the balance cannot be fairly struck. 
Those confessions of indwelling sin that remorse will wring 
from us, and which, perhaps, are penned at the moment in 
perfect sincerity, being unaccompanied with the specifica- 
tions that would invest thekn in their naturally hideous col- 
ours, beneath the searching light of God's holy and spiritual 
law, wear the lovely garb of unfeigned humility. The read- 
er, coming to such self-condemnatory clauses, is struck with 
admiration at the saintly writer's marvellous self-abasement, 
only lamenting that he should, in the excess of his lowly- 
mindedness, have written such bitter things against himself, 
at a time when he was grieving, resisting, almost quenching 
the Holy Spirit within, by obstinate transgression. 

And if the present, how much more is the past, liable to 
be glossed over ! To be faithful here is next to impossible, 
for Satan helps us to deceive ourselves, and instkructs us to 

3* 
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cariy out the deception to others. This consideration might 
well cause the pen of auto-biographj to drop from a chris- 
tian's hand, did not an earnest desire to ^orify God in his 
merciful dealings, together with the consciousness that to 
no other could the task be safely delegated, act as a coup- 
terprise to the discouragement. I do desire to magnify the 
exceedmg riches of God's grace to me, if I may do so with- 
out increasing the charge of arrogant assumption. I know 
that among the diversity "dfgifbs which he bestowed on his 
creatures, he granted me a portion of mental energy, a quick- 
ness, of perception, a liveliness of imagination, an aptitude 
for expressing the thoughts that were perpetually revolving 
ia my mind, such Ks to fit me for literary occupation. I 
Juiow that Satan, to whom such instruments are exceeding- 
ly^ valuable, marked me B^ one who would, if properly train- 
ed to it, do his work effectually within his own sphere ; sTnd 
I am not more sure of my present existence than I am of the 
fact that he strove to secure me for that purpose from the 
first expanding of those faculties which evidently lie exposed 
to his observation, and open to his attacks, or as far as God 
permits him to work. Can I feel all this, and not bless the 
Lord who so far baffled these designs, and deigned to appoint 
my field of labour within the sacred confines of his owh vine- 
yard? 

The visitation of which I have spoken had a powerful 
influence on my afler-life: it rendered the preservation of 
my newly^restored sight ap object of paramount importance, 
to which the regular routine of education must needs be 
«acrificed. A boarding school had never been thought x>f 
for me; my parents loved their children too well to medi- 
tate th^ir expulsion from the paternal roof; and the children 
so well loved their parents and each other that such a separ* 
ation would have been insupportable to them. Masters we 
had in the necessary branches of education, and we studied 
together so far as I was permitted to study ; but before it 
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was deemed safe to exercise my eyes with writing apparatus, 
I had stealthily possessed myself of a patent copy-hockf by 
means of which, tracing the characters as they shone through 
the paper, I was aMe to write with tolerable freedom before any 
one knew that I could join two letters; and I well remember 
my father's surprise, not unmixed with annoyance, when he 
accidentally took up a letter which I had beea writing to a 
distant relation, giving a circumstantial account of some 
domestic calamity which had no existence but in my brain ; 
related with so much pathos too, that my tears had fallen 
over the slate whereon this my first literary attempt was 
very neatly traced*. He could not forbear laughing ; but 
endeid with a grave shake of the head, and a remark to the 
effect that I was making more haste than good speed. 

At thia time, seyen years of age, I became entangled in 
a net of dangerous &scination. One evening my brother 
was taken to the theatre, while,!, on account of a cold, had 
to stay at home. To compensate for this, I was permitted 
to read the play to him ; and that play was * The Merchant 
of Venice.' I will not dwell upon the effect : I had already 
become fond of such theatrical spectacles as were considered 
suitable for children — pantomime and broad farce — and 
like a^child 1 gazed upon the glitter, and enjoyed the bustle ; 
but now, seated in a comer, all quiet about me, and nothing 
to intei[fere with the mental world, I drank a cup of intoxi- 
cation under which my brain reeled for many a year. The 
character of Shylock burst upon me, even as Shakspeare 
had conceived it. I revelled in the terrible excitement that 
it gave rise to ; page after page was stereotyped upon a most 
retentive memory, without an effort, and during a sleepless 
night I feasted on the pernicious sweets thus hoarded in my 
brain. 

Pernicious indeed they were, for from thtit hour my dili- 
gence in study, my docility of conduct, every thing that is 
usually regarded as praiseworthy in a ohild sprung from a 
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new motive. I wanted to earn a reward, and that was no 
longer iT sweet story from the Bible, but permission to carry 
into my retreat a volume of Shakspeare. A taste so unusual 
at my age was hailed with applause ; visiters questioned me 
on the different pla3r6, to ascertain my intimate acquaintance 
with the charactera; b^t no one, not ^ven my father, could 
persuade me to recite a line, or to listen when another 
attempted it, or to witness the representation of any play of 
Shakspeare. This I mention to prove what a powerful 
hold the enemy ,6f all godliness must have expected to take 
on a spirit so attuned to romance. Reality became insipid, 
almost hateful to me ; conversation, except that of the liter- 
ary men, to whom I have alluded, a burden : L imbibed a 
-thorough contempt for women, children, and household 
affairs, entrenching myself behind invisible barriers that few, 
very few, could pass. Oh, how many wasted hours, how 
much of uQprofitable labbnr, what wrong to my fellow-crea- 
tures, what robbery of God, must I refer to this ensnaring 
book I My mind became unnerved, my judgment perverted, 
my estimate of people and things wholly falsified, and my 
soul wrapped in the vain solace of unsubstantial enjoyments 
during years of after sorrow, when but for this I might have 
early sought the consolations of the gospel. Parents know 
not what they dp, when from vanity, thoughtlessness, or 
over-indulgence, they foster in a young girl what is called a 
poetical taste. Those things highly esteemed among men, 
are held in abomination with God ; they thrust Him from his 
creatures' thoughts^ and enshrine a host of polluting idols in 
his place. 

My father, I am sure, wished to check the evil which, as 
a sensible' man, he could not but foresee ; my state of health, 
however, won a larger portion of indulgence than was good 
for me. The doctors, into whose hands I had fallen, were 
ef (he school now happily very much exploded ; they had 
one penacea for almost every ill, and that was the perilous 
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drug, mercury. With it they rather fed than physiced me ; 
and its deleterious effects on the nervous system were doubly 
injurious to me, as increasing ten fold the excitability that 
required every curb. Among all the marvels of my life the 
greatest is that of my having grown up to be one of the 
healthiest of human beings, and with an inexhaustible flow 
of even mirthful spirits, for certainly I was long kept hover- 
ing on the verge of the grave by the barbarous excess to 
which medical experiments were carried ; and I never 
entertained a doubt that the total loss of my hearing, before 
I was ten years old, was owing to a paralysis induced by 
such severe treatment. God, however, had his own pur- 
poses to work out, which neither Satan nor man could 
hinder. He overruled all for the furtherance of his own 
gracious designs. * 

Shut out by this last dispensation from my two delightful 
resources, music and conversation, I took refuge in bodes 
with tenfold avidity.^ By this time 1 had added the British 
poets generally to my original stock, together with such 
reading as is usually prescribed for young ladies ; and I 
underwent the infliction of reading aloud to my mother the 
seven mortal volumes of Sir Charles Grandison. It was 
m the fulfilment of this awful task that I acquired a habit 
particularly mischievous and ensnaring, that of reading 
mechanically with a total abstraction of mind from what I 
was about. This became the easier to me from the absence 
of all external sound ; and its consequences are exceedingly 
distressing to this day, as experienced in a long indulged, 
and afterwards most bitterly lamented wandering of the mind 
in prayer and in reading the scriptures. In fact, through the 
prevalence of this habit, my devotions, always very punctu- 
ally performed, became such an utter lip-service ad frequently 
to startle and terrify my conscience when I found myself 
saying prayers and thinking idle songs or scraps of plays; 
but I regarded such transient pangs of remorse Us a satis- 
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fac^on for the sint and neyer dreamed of resisting the general 
habit. 

Thus far, 1 had led a town life, residing in the heart of a 
populous city, enjoying indeed that noble garden, and but 
daily more and more absorbed in books of fancy. Happily 
my health became so afiected that a removal into the coun- 
try was judged necessary, and I forgave the doctors all their 
past persecution of me in consideration of their parting 
injunctions ; which were, that I was to have unbounded 
liberty; to live entirely in the open air, save when the 
weather forbade ; to be amused with all rural occupations ; 
and especially to frequent farm yards, for the purpose of 
inhaling, tho breath of cows. My father exchanged paro- 
chial duty with a friend, taking his vOlage congregation, and 
engaging a house very near the church. ^ 

That tall white house, — what a place it holds in my fond 
recollection ! It was perfectly an old parsonage, and behind 
it lay a garden larger than our city orchard, sloping gently 
down, with a profusion of fruit and flowers, bounded by high 
walls, and the central walk terminating in a door, beyond 
which lay the scene of our greatest enjoyment A narrow 
slip of grass, fringed with osiers, ^and alders, and willows, 
alone sepiM^ted the wall from a vecy clear, lovely stream, 
which, winding half round an extensive common, turned a 
mill. This small river abounded with fish, and we soon 
became expert anglers, besides which, on creeping to some 
distance by a path of oqr/own discovery, we could cro^s the 
stream on a moveable plank, and take a wide range through 
the country. This removal was a double resource; it invig- 
orated my bodily frame, until I outgrew and out-bloomed 
every girl of my age in the neighbourhood, while really 
laying a foundation for many years of uninterrupted health, 
and a constitution to defy the change of climate for which I 
was destined ; while it won me from the sickening, enerva- 
ting habit of sedentary enjoyment over the pages of a bookt 
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wbicht added to the necessary studies and occupations, was 
relaxing alike the tone of the bodiljr and mental frame. From 
the polluted works of man I wa» drawn to the glorious works 
of God ; and never did bird of the air or beast of the field 
more luxuriate in the pure bright elements of nature than I 
did. * All the poetical visions of liberty that had floated in 
my brain seemed now realized ; aU pastoral descriptions 
faded before the actual enjoyment of rural lifei Sometimes 
wreathing garlands of wild flowers, reclined on a sunny bank, 
while a flock of sheep strolled around, and the bold little 
lambs came to peep in our facesy and then gallop away in 
pretended alarm ; sometimes tearing our clothes to tatters 
in an ardent hunt for the sweet filberts that hung high above 
our heads on trees well fortified behind bueastworks of bram- 
ble and thorn ; sometimes cultivating, the friendship while 
we quaSed the muk of the good-natured cows under the 
dairvmaid's operation, whose breath 1 was instructed to 
iahale ; all was freedom, mirth, and peace. Often would 
my father take his noble pointers preparatory to the shooting 
season, at once to try their powers and , to ascertain what 
promise of future sport the fields presented. These were 
destructive expeditions in one sense. I remember the folr ' 
lowing dialogue, repeated to me by my brother, when we 
made our appearance at home after a day's demolition of 
wearing apparel. 

* Mr. B. this will never do ; that girl cannot wear a frock 
twicewithout soiling it ; nor keep it whole for a week : the 
expense will ruin us.' 

* Well, my dear, if 1 am to be ruined by expense, let it 
come in the shape of the wadherwoman'^B and linen-draper's 
bills : not in those of the apothecary and undertaker.' 

My dear father was right ; and it would be a happy thing 
for girls in general if somewhat of appearance, and of acquire- 
ment too, was sacrificed to what God has so liberally pro- 
videdy aad to the enjoyment of which a blessing is undoubt- 
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edly aDnexed. Where, among femalesy do we find the 
stamina of ponstitution and the elasticity of spirit which exist 
in thosoof our rural population who follow out-door employ- 
ment/ ' It positively pains me to ^ee a party of girls, a bon- 
neted andtippeted double-file of humanity, 

' That like a wounded snake drags its slow length along ' 

under the keen surveillance of a governess, whose nerves 
would neyer be able to endure the shock of seeing them 
bound over a stream or scramble through a fence, or even 
toss their heads 'and throw out their limbs as all young 
animals, except that oppressed class called young ladies, 
are privileged ip. Having ventured, in a fit of my country 
daring, to break the ice of this very rigid and frigid subject, 
I will recount another instance of the paternal good sense to 
which I owe, under God, the physical powers without which 
my little talent might have laid by in a napkin all my days. 

One morning) when his daughter was about eight years 
old, my father came in, and found sundry preparations going 
on, the chief materials for which were buckram, whalebone, 
and other stiff articles : while the young lady was under 
measurement by the hands of a female friend. 

' Pray what are you going to do to the child? * 

* Going to fit. her with a pair of stays.' 
' For what purpose 1 ' 

* To improve her figure ; no young lady can grow up 
properly without them.' 

* I beg your pcu^don ; young gentlemen grow up very well 
without them, and so may young ladies.' 

• * Ob, you are mistaken. See what a stoop she has already; 
depend on it this girl will be both a dwarf and a^cripple if 
we don't put her into stays.' 

* My child may be a cripple, ma'am, if such is God's will; 
but she shall be one of His making, not our's*' 

All remonstrance was vain ; stays and every species of 
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tight dress were strictly prohibited by the authority of one 
whose will was, as every man's ought to be, absolute in his 
own household. He also carefully watched against any 
evasion of the rule ; a ribband drawn tightly round my waist 
would have been cut without hesitation, by his determined 
hand ; while the little girl of the anxious friend whose oper- 
ations he had interrupted, enjoyed all the advantages of that 
system from which I was preserved. She greiy up a Wand- 
like figure, graceful and, interesting, and died of decline at 
nineteen, while I, though not able to compare shapes with a 
wasp or an hour-glas?, yet passed muster very fairly among 
mere human forms, of God's moulding ; and I have enjoyed 
to this hour a rare exemption froifi headaches, and other 
lady-like maladies, that Appear the almost exclusive privilege 
of women in the higher classes. 

This is no trivial matter, believe me ; it has frequently 
been the subject of conversation with professional nten of high 
attainment, and I never met with one among them who did 
not, on hearing that I never but once,'lind then only for a few 
hours, submitted to the restr^nt of these unnatural machines, 
refer to tha;t exemption, as a means, the free respiration, cir- 
culation, and powers both of exertion and endurance with 
which the Lord has most mercifully gifled me. There can 
be no doubt that the hand which first encloses the waist of a 
girl in these cruel contrivances, supplying her with a fictitious 
support, whereihe hand of God has placed bones and muscles 
that ought to be brought into vigorous action, that hand lays 
the founda^on of -bitter sufferings; at the price of which, 
and probably of a premature death, the advantage must be 
purchased of rendering her figure as unlike as possible to all 
the models of female beauty, universally admitted to be such, 
because they are chiseled fifler nature itself. I have seen 
pictures, and I have read harrowing descriptions, of the 
murderous consequences of thus flying in the face of the 
Creator's skill, and presuming to mend — to improve -^ his 

4 
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perfect work ; bat nay own experience is worth a thousand 
treatises and ten thousand illustrations, in bringing copviction 
to my mind. Once, when introduced, as it is called^ to the 
public, through the niedium of a ball-room, I did join in 
persuading my father to allo^ Of a fashionable lacing-up, 
though by no means a tight one. I felt much ^, I suppose* 
a frolicksome young cok feels when first subjected to the 
goading apparatus that fetters his wild freedom. I danced, 
but it was with a heavy heart and labouring breath ; I talked, 
under the influence of a stupifying headache^ and on my 
return home Hew to my apartment and cut the goodly fabric 
in pieces ; nor was I ever afterwards tempted so to tempt 
my all-wise Maker by saying to the frame that he had fash- 
ioned and supplied with means of healthful growth, ^Hitherto 
shalt thou go and no farther. " 

Oompressure of the feet ^as with equal strictness forbidden 
by my judicious father. This vain custom is perhaps not so 
.fatal as the other, but it produces many evils. Coldness of 
the extremities may certainly ^xist where nothing of the 
kind has been practised ; but w^tle rejoicing that I, experi- 
mentally, know nothing of it, I cannot help recollecting that 
the bounding pulse which plays so joyously through my veins 
was never impeded in any part ; and feeling this, I would 
no more expose a girl to one infliction than I would to the 
other. Do Christian mothers take a sufficiently serious and 
prayerful view of this subject, a« regards their children ? Da 
they weigh, in a balance of God's providing, this necessary 
provision of clothing, to separate not only what is unseemly 
for the woman professing godly simplicity, but what is ener- 
vating to those physicah powers which she is boun^ to prmote 
to the Lord, and the weakening of which is actual robbery of 
him 1 I feiar we females are more ready to ask counsel one 
of another in this matter than of the Lord ; or even of our 
husbands, who, in nine .cases oiit of ten no doubt, would 
decide against the foolish and peroicioiis custom. At least, 
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in all my argunteiits with my own sex, I have found the men 
invariably^ siding with me upon this topic. 

Tou will be tified of these digressions, my dear friend, but 
I set out by forewamiog you that my opinions would be 
freely stated r and-while touching on a period of mortal life, 
where the body no less than the mind usually takes its direc- 
tion for tl^e rest of our pilgrimage, I cannot pass by anything 
that af»pears to me of real importance to either. We will 
now return to what poets have sung and citizens sighed for, 
time out of mind — the delights of rdral life. 

All cramping is decidedly bad : wholesome restraints there 
are, which parents are bound to lay upon their children, and 
the latter to submit to ; and among other things I am sure a 
defined method, and regular habits, in education, work, and 
play, together widi a most sttict attention to scrupulous 
punctiialityv are not only valuable, but indispensable to a 
right government of the mind and conduct in after life. I 
hHye daily cause to lament the unavoidable neglect of sucl| 
a system in my own caise, during three important years ; but 
unavoidable it was, unless my life had been sacrificed to the 
maintenance of such order.' Accordingly, mine was the 
life of a butterfly ; and whatever of the busy bee has since 
appeared in my proceedings must be ascribed to divine grace 
alone. I oflen recall those days of summer sunshine to 
which I have alluded; and the scarcely less joyous winter 
season, when, ploughing iim light snowr we raced with' our 
inseparaUe companion, the favourite pointer, or built up a 
brittle giant for the glory of demolishing him widi balls of his 
own substance, or directed the soft missiles against each 
other. Accompanied by our father, but never alone, we 
made excursions upon pur frozen stream ; and very sweet 
it was to the fond hearts of i^y tender parents to watch the 
mantling glow of health, the els^stic vigour of increasing 
stature, aod the unbounded play of most exuberant spirits in 
the poor child whom they had expected to enclose in an early 
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grave. How oft^n, seated on the low wide brick-work cor- 
ner of the immense fireplace in a neighbouring, farm-housey 
have I been smoked among hams and tongues, while watch- 
ing the progress of baking a homely cake upon those glpwing 
wood -embers, or keeping guard over a treasury of apples, 
nuts, and elderberry wine, all ^treamiqg together in the lus- 
^usness of a promised f«ast 1 Patriotism is with me no 
inert principle ; it verily lives and acts, and pervades my 
whole spirit ; and I believe its energetic character, except 
as God deigns to work by bis especial influence, is tracea- 
able to that early ac(]uaintance wit)i what is most purely 
English anciong us — the homes and the habits of our own 
bold yeomanry. Cities may resemble one another, and the 
aping propensities of their inhabitants produce among then) 
a rapid approximation of appearance and manners ; but whiere 
shall we look for the counterpart of a rural English home ? 
The thing is as untransferrable as the world is untranslate- 
able. The antique village church, with its broad square 
tower, or low dpire,its stone porch and oak seats, its^ narrow 
casements, and the many vestiges of those abominations 
which the besom of the blessed Reformation swept from our 
services, though it could not, without demolishing the build- 
ing, efface their relics from its walls : — the churchyard 
surrounding its base, with undulating hillocks of mortality 
clad in long, rich grass, where lie, half hidden, the old gray 
monuniental stones that can no longer tell the tale of by-gone 
generations ; the more. modem sculpture, and the homely 
grave- rail standing sentry over the last resting-place of -the 
poor, while some venerable tree overshadows the ground, 
where it has probably stood since the first stone of that 
modest temple was laid by our forefathers — all these are 
so endearingly English ! The broad, rich fields, the hedge- 
row boundaries, and stately lines of vigorous trees, guarding 
their native soil ; and sd>ove all, the manly bearing of a bold, 
an independent, and a peaceful peasantry, the humblest of 
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whom knows Ihat his cottage is a chartered sanctuary, pro* 
tected klike from the aggressions of civil and 6f ecclesiastical 
tyranny, — thiBse, too, are English, sacredly English ; and 
they leave upon the heart that has once expanded among them 
an impress never to be efiaced. Amone national reformers, 
what a. noble position would her occupy who should prevail 
upon our monied countrymen to exchange their habits of 
periodical vagrancy into Popish' lands, for a sojourn in the 
moral districts of theii^ o/m Protestant England, in the con- 
fidence that the climate which agreed with their fathers from 
generation to generation — as the dates and ages decypher- 
able on our monuments wiH testify — would not* annihilate 
them ; and that the sphere in which God had seen good to 
place them was that wherein he purposed them to move, to 
exert their influence, and to occupj^ for his glory, with the 
talents committed to their charge* 

I have told you how books of imagination had supplanted 
the Bible in my esteem ; those books now, it a measure, 
yielded to the irresistible attraction of out-door amusement; 
but my mind was so abundantly stored wiih the glittering 
tinsel of unsanctified genius, as it shone forth in the pages 
of my beloved poets, that no room was led for a cr&ving afler 
better studies. Tet the turn of my mind was devotional in 
the extreme ; so much so, that h^d the L^rd permitted me 
at that time to come in contact with the Wily fhscinations of 
Popery, I am sure I should have fallen, for a season at least, 
into the share. God was really in all my thoughts ; not as 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ — not as a 
being 6f purer eyes than to behoild iniquity — not as He 
whotn I was required to glorify in my body and in my spirit, 
being bought with a price, to be no longer my own but his ; 
— no, my religion was a very attractive sojl of Deism, which 
recognised the Creator of all those things wherein I delighted, 
and thought to render him great honour by such recognition. 
Thomson's * Hymn on the Seasons ' was my body of divin- 
4* 
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iiy ; and Pope's atrocious * UDiversal Prayer ^ would have 
become my maaual of devotion, had Dot my father denounced 
it as a most blasphemous outrage xipon revelation, and 
charged me never to repeat what he deeply regretted that I 
had committed to memory. I hated profanity, add y/ou\d 
pot have omitted the private /repetition of a form of pmyer, 
morning or evening, on any account, nor absented myself 
from public worship. A slighting expressipn applied! to the 
Bible would kindle me into glowing resentment, expressed 
with no less sincerity than earnestness, and as a matter of 
duty I devoted some time every Sabbath-day to the perusal 
pf God's word, with which 1 had become more extensively 
acquainted by reading it during sermon-iime at church. I 
well know that even then, and at a much earlier period loO| 
conviction of my own sinfulness was wording very deeply, 
tiiough not pertnanently, in my mind : it was not an abiding 
impression, but a thing of fits and starts, overwhelming me 
while it lasted, but soon shaken off by diverting my thoughts 
to something else. These convictions were unquestionably 
the result of my occasional readings ii^ God's book : they 
always occurred during, of- immediately after, such perusal ;, 
or when some passage was suddenly brought to my recol- 
lection. I am writing plain facts, without any regard to this' 
or that system ; and I must frankly cqnfess that, accustomed 
as I always was to analyse the meaning of every thing I 
studied, a passage in the catechism which we punctually 
repeated every Sunday, proved a great snare to me. I, of 
course, felt bound to receive it all as unquestionably correct 
in doctrine ; and at the same time 1 took it according to the 
plain, literal signification of the words. In this frame of 
mind, I recited weekly th^ declaration, **I believe in God the 
Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth me, and all the Elect people 
of God." Now I knew what sanctification meant ; I knew 
that the Elect people of God were those who should be 
saved ; I knew that to say ** He sanctifieth me," was the 
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same as to say '* I am sanctified by him; " and I knew that 
according to t)ie obvious sense of the passage, I wa9 num- 
bering myself with that elect people. Many an alarming 
inquiry, which if followed up by a prayerful appeal to the 
Bible might have led me then to Jesus, ¥ras effectually stifled 
by this misconception. I know that the clause can be 
explained so as to do away with Uiis wrong inference ; but 
I cannot help lamenting that expressions put into the mouths 
of children as a confession of faith, should be lefl liable to 
any such misconstruction. My attachment to the Estab- 
lished Church of England is warm and sincere : it has, as the 
sequel will show, withstood many assaults, and increased in . 
proportion as it was assailed ;^ but its formularies, however 
excellent, are the work of fallible man, therefore imperfect 
and open to improvement ; and this little word * me ' in the 
clause alluded to, is a mOst mischievous misleader. 

Not wishing to return to the subject, I will close this letter 
by the relation of an incident, which, CQli}>led with the recol- 
lection of my own youthful cogitations, deepened painfully the 
impression I have here admitted. When engaged, a few 
years since, in giving Sabbath instruction at my own house 
to a number of young people, I was particularly distressed 
.by a report that one fine boy, about twelve years of age, had 
been led into habits of intoxication. It soon ai\er happened 
that on a Saturday night I gave a little feast, a tea-party, to 
the boys, and on their assembling I discovered to my great 
horror that the lad in question was not sober. I took him 
aside, spoke shortly to him, and sent him home under the 
care of an older, and steady boy. The cirou mstance affected 
me greatly : I resolved to tnark in the most emphatic manner, 
my reprobation of the sin, and to address him on the follow- 
ing evening, in presence of his companions, as one who by 
such a line of conduct placed himself without the pale of our 
little society ; hoping that by a temporary public exclusiooy 
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and much private admonition and persuasion, lie might be 
brought to struggle against the vile propensity. 

On that Sunday morping a sermon was preached for the 
benefit of the National School to which this hoy belonged ; 
and as usual some of the children were selected to repeat 
the catechism in church. It was the Military Chapel at 
Sandhurst, filled in every part with its imposing array ; and 
the little catechumens were placed near the communion ta- 
ble, each speaker having to advance a step or two into open 
view, standing singly conspicuous. Judge of my feelings, 
when, wearing an aspect of the utmost confidence, but. still 
flushed and debilitated through his last night's debauch, my 
unhappy little drunkard stepped forth, and with great distinct- 
ness and self-complacency repeated those words : *' I learn 
to believe . . . • thirdly in God the Holy Ghost, who 
sanctifieth me, and all the Elect people of God." 

I fairly burst into tears. I will add no comment, but sim- 
ply leave on record fny fervent hope that God may put it into 
the hearts of those who have the power so to do, to rpvise 
what in the main is so truly excellent and scriptural, and by a 
few verbal corrections to do away with whatever may cast a 
stumbling-block before the lambs of our fold. -" 
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LETTER III. 



EARLY DAYS. 



Connected wiUk this period of lay early life are recollec- 
tions that. I would not lose. They are vivid, because, as I 
have said, I was a thinking child, and having been accustom- 
ed to listen with eagerness to the conversation of my seniors, 
I had insensibly imbibed (heir feelings. The recent horrors 
of the French revolution, and the kindred spirit that had burst 
out with sanguinary violence in Ireland, while the social 
frame of England herself was deeply shaken by the rollvf 
those waves that were not permitted to burst over her favour- 
ed soil, of course formed a very prominent topic of conversa- 
tion. Ind^d, every mind was more or less engrossed by it ; 
and my father, an enthusiastic loyalist, devoted to the consti- 
tution in Church and State, had <^ered more than verbal re- 
sistance to the enemy ; for, as I often heard told, when some 
apostles of revolution visited our city, and souglit to stir up 
the lower classes to outrages for which they had long been 
secretly ripening, my father, whose bodily strength was as 
formidable as his mind was energetic and his appearance 
commanding, had placed himself in the fore-front of a party 
of gentlemen who stormied the quarters taken up by these mo- 
vers of sedition, interrupted their dangerous proceedings, 
overpowered all resistance, and drove the intruders out of 
the town. He was not fond of hearing his own praises 
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sounded on thi) subject, for he felt that nothiog short of an 
extreme case could justify a clergyman in thus coming for- 
ward : but the case really was an extreme one. Antichrist 
bestrode our city, firmly planting there his two cloven hoofs 
of Popery and Socinianism. Many pf 6ur leading men be- 
longed to these two systems, the former, the Jerninghams^. 
Petres, &c., making up in wealth and private influence for 
what our then Protestant constitution withheld of political 
power, and the latter mingling its bad leaven in every part of 
the mass, sending to parliament one of the most active of its 
communion, to represent the ancient city. Of course, we 
had within us the. elements both of a French revolution and 
an Irish rebellion ; and with an immense manufacturing pop- 
ulation, often distres^d, and notoriously disaffected, much 
solicitude prevailed among those who in either case would 
become the first victims of a popular explosion. The clergy 
were peculiarly tnarked for destruction, looked upon on one 
side as a body of place-holders, who wrung from the pep- 
ple ample payment for service^ which. the latter valued at 
nothing; and by the other party as heretiqal leaders, whose 
teaching, as the Qouay Bible courteously remarks, is to be 
regarded as the howling of wolves, and themselves treated 
accordingly. Both parties beheld in the Church of England 
the most insurmountable barrier to their designs upon the civ- 
il and religious institutions of the country ; and they were 
perfectly right, for so it unquestionably is ; and long may it 
80 remain ! 

Bom into this exciting period, and hearing from my earli- 
est infancy such matters canvassed, not as theories, but as 
realities threatening our very existence, I became deeply 
engaged in them at five or six years old, an age when few 
children drevn of public afi^irs : and well do I remember 
the sagacious shake of the head with which the present 
Bishop of Gloucester, Dr. Monk, then domiciled under my 
father's roof preparatory to entering college, remarked, on 
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detecting tne pouring over » newspaper as big as myself, 
** Missy will one day be a great politician." He was so far 
right, that Missy has since encountered many rebukes for 
indulging a taste not considered lady-like, and for striving 
to rouse the mothec^ of her native land into an appreciation 
of their high privilege of forming the minds of future Eng- 
lishmen ; and the importance of training them up, even from 
the nursery, in the sound principles of our matchless consti- 
tution. And does Missy repent 1 Far, far from it f she has 
lived to send one manly youth of her own nursing, though 
not her own offsprii^g* to swell the phalanx of Protesters ; 
nay, of political Protesters, in a place where the war of 
^principles is waged with stern determination: she is yet 
preparing another; and if instead of two, two hundred Eng- 
lish boys had been committed to her guidance, she would, 
the Lord being her helper, have formed^theminto a body of 
fellow-soldiers with those who now contend on the broken, 
but still ^ecious ramparts of our Protestant constitution. 

The era to which I would how revert was that of Napo- 
leon's menaced invasion. Oh, what a spirit did it rouse 
among us ! I could not then fully appreciate what now I 
remember with delight, the alacrity of our labouring classei 
in enrolling themselves, and forming local regiments of vol- 
untary soldiers, officere<) by the very men against whom their 
enmity had lately blazed forth, and with most cheerful sub- 
ordination obeying them. It was a lovely sight, even love- 
lier to me in the retrospection than it was at the time, to 
behold England rushing to arms in defence of her own sacred 
homes, and rushing, not with the madness of man's rage or 
in the pride of man's strength, but with reiterated appeals to 
Him who alone giveth victory to kings and peace to their 
people. How deep, how solemn was Uie stillness of that 
oft-recurring season of which we had been forewarned by a 
square pamphlet being laid on my father's breakfast-table 
Dome days previous, entitled " A Form of Prayer, with fast- 
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ing, to Almighty God," for such a day. On the evening 
preceding, my father would look out in the dear red Bible 
the appointed Psalms and lessons, that we might all be the 
better prepared to >urn to them; and then read to my mother 
hie sermon for tjie n)orrow. We always4v^oke with a serious 
impression on our minds, and ci^e to a mutual agreement 
to put away all toys, and be content with our sait fish and 
egg-sauce. Thien my father was rbbed in his silk cassock 
and flowing gown, and a splendid figure he was, with his 
noble, glowing countenance and stately gait^ slowly proceed- 
ing towards his parish church, my mother on his arm, and 
we following with the best imttafion we could accomplish of 
his .measured, aln^ost military step. In every street was 
seen a long line of silent church-goers, repairing to Hheir 
several places of worship ; and many luibited themselves in 
black on those d^ys, to add effect to their humiliation. I do 
not say that these were spiritual worshippers: I cannot say 
that the doctrine pre^ached, at that time, from the pulpits of 
otir churches was the Gospel of Jesus Christ : but this I 
know, that while menacing France gloried in casting off all 
worship of, all belief in the God of heaven — menaced Eng- 
land openly acknowledged her sole dependenbe to be on His 
Almighty protection. France was baffled — En^and is pre- 
served to this day. *' Lo, thus shall the people be blessed 
who feareth the Lord." ♦* They that honour me I will 
honour, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed." 
Such scenes as I have described are among the reminis- 
cences of my very earliest childhood ; but now, at the period 
of our country sojourn, a new feature was added to them. 
Military uniforms distinguished at least two-thirds of the 
male congregation, and martial music accompanied the 
psalmody qJT the churches. Our abode, though perfectly 
rural and secluded, was' only four miles from the town, and 
a very short drive brought us thither : but in a little while we 
removed to within less than one mile, and resumed our atten- 
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d^ce at my father's own charcfa. Thus we were in the 
midst of the excitement, and by no means idle spectators ; 
for my brother, in whose character the soldier had reigned 
predominant -from bab^^iood, assembled all the little boys of 
the neighbourhood, addressed them in a patriotic speech, and 
brought them to the unanimous resolution of ailning in 
defence of their country. Those whose finances extended 
so far, brought real wooden guns and swords ; others, impov- 
erished by the allurements of ^n old dtime Who vended lolli- 
pops, Was obliged 1^ content themselves with such weapons 
as they could shape out of the hedge pa Mxpenny drum, and 
a twopenny fife completed the militaiy Equipment, while on 
me devolved the disfinguiished honour of tacking sundry 
pieces of silk to an old broomstick and presenting these 
coloura to the corps, with an oration bmathing such loyalty 
and devotion to. the good cause of liberty and OM £ngland, 
as wrought to the highest pitch the enthusiasm of the regi- 
ment, whose colonel waa ten years old, Imd very few of the 
officers Of men much younger. 

And this was not burlesque^- it was not childish play, but 
downright earnest. The danger was imminent, we knew it, 
we felt it ; and many a time did We withdraw to the shelter 
of the ojd bay-stack, where we had hollowed out a little 
alcover and hold converse, with breathless anxiety, on the 
probable future. Sometimes our courage failed, and we 
explored the grounds in search of secure hiding-places ; but 
the result of these deliberations was always a determination 
to stand by our mother to the last, and to try if we could 
not, by some means, ourselves kill Bonaparte. It is singular 
how thi? man seemed to embody in himself all that wa^ ter- 
rifying in the idea of invasion : we never doubted the fact 
of his personally attacking ourhou^e ; and I believe that 
among the lower classes at least he was unconsciously 
invested with the attribute of ubiquity. God made him a 
scourge, and rendered his name very terrible among mep. 

6 
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None who were not then in being, and capable of reflection^ 
can possibly conceive how formidable he was : and althoagh 
spoken of with ineflbble ^com, caricatured with most ludir 
crous effect, and set at defiance in every variety of ballad and 
doggrei rhyme ; though each Englishman secretly or bpenly 
cherished the hopp of staying him, and not a few English 
women meditated giving him Jaet's welcome, still the name 
of Bonaparte carried with it a spell that convinces me he 
was specialty commissioned to execute God's wrath, and' 
*' smite th6 nations with a perpetual stroke '' as the execu- 
tioner of his vengeance. England^ I am persuaded, feared 
him not : she was not included in his mission, for she was 
still Protestant to the heart'^ core, under a nobly protesting 
King : and it is manifest that he had no power bi^yond the 
range of papal domination. Egypt repufeed him ; England 
held him at bay from her shores ; and by making the cause 
her own,.drovo his armies dut of the Peninsula; Russia 
swallowed up his mighty host ; and, finally^ England again 
broke the last arm of his power, captured and entoknbed him 
on one. of her distant possession^. The emotion inspired 
by his tiame was mingled with scorn and proud defiance ; 
but it was an emotion never to be forgotten by those who 
experienced it. 

Political feeling still ran very high, though the open adop- 
tion of French principles was greatly checked by the tone of 
national defiance universally breathed against France. Ad- 
vantage, however, was taken of the inroads ^already made, 
and the spread of false liberalism through thp land, to urge 
the repeal of those laws by which our wiser forefathers fenced 
round the blessings that they desired to preserve to their 
posterity. By small beginnings the work was taken in hand ; 
and two measures were pressed on the attention of the leg- 
islature, of which one was the removal of the established 
test on admitting any Protestant to a corporate or other 
office of civil \jnisi ; the other was to unbar the door so firmly 
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barricaded against the re-eatrance of popery. To the latter 
proposition George the Third had opposed the iosurmount- 
able barrier of his coronation oath ; end with a constancy 
of purpose, a stedfastness of faith that divine grace alone 
could supply, he had permitted himself to be forsaken at the 
most trying juncture by the only ministers on whom he could 
repose any confidence, rather than yield an iota on this point ; 
nor can we doubt, seeing by what influence he was upheld, 
that he would have made good his declaration of willingness 
to relinquish the crown, and even to lay his head on the 
block, rather than commit this act of perjury before God, 
and irreparable ruin to his people. The Lord added to his 
lengthened days yet more and more, because in his time the 
evil was not tox;ome upon us; but it worked its way with 
sure progression, through the unhappy eflfect of revolution- 
izing princples, opposed no less to the honour of God than 
to the well-being of man. The other measure had many 
warm advocates among th6 truly loyal and constitutional 
party ; but a point of conscience was involved, very trying 
to a pious mind. You know, the test was a participation in 
the Lord's supper on the part of the person entering upon 
o$ce ; and it cannot be doubted that a most sacred ordinance 
was thus profaned and degraded. into a mere stepping-stone 
to secular advantage, by multitudes who therein ** ate and 
drank their own daipnation, not considering the Lord's 
body." It seemed an awful thing to tender such a test, and 
thus . tempt a man to sin against God ; and through the 
lamentable relaxation, or rather the total cessation of church 
discipline among us, no restraining hand could be laid on 
the worst and vilest when approaching that ordinance. The 
object of the enactment was palpably to admit into authority 
of any kind noue who should not be^menable to the laws, 
civil and ecclesiastical, which were framed on Scripture 
grounds for the gQvernance of this a Christian land. It was 
good and wholesome ; none others ought to bear rule, but 
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8uch as are minded to fear the Lord add the king, and not to 
meddle with them that are given to change ; hut the church 
had become wofully neglige'nfof her duty : the people were 
badly supplied, both as to quantity, and quality, in public 
teaching, and not a few godly .men '>had coone forward to 
supply the defidencies of worldly, careless clergymen^ igno- 
rant of those doctrines by which alone their flocks could be 
built up on our most holy faith. .TJicse preachers were 
followed ; sects increased ; and froni forsaking the public 
services of the church, they gradually separated altogether 
from her communion, and became hostile to her whole frame, 
visiting the sinful omissions of men upon a church in which 
if they had been faithful ministers of her doctrine and true 
members of her spiritual body, those men would have shone 
as lights of the world. So the Lord's table, as served in our 
churches, became an abomination to these increasing sece- 
ders, and the acts in question shut them out from situations 
which in all respects but this o^ hostility to established things 
they were well qualified to hold. It seemed a great grievance; 
public feeling ran strongly in favour of the complainants, and 
the point, as you know, was ultimately gained. 

My father opposed the proceeding in toto ; he contended 
for the principle of excluding all who would conscientiously 
exert their influence to subvert what they avowedly disap- 
proved of, and regarded the other evil of profanation as a sin 
that must rest on the head of him who committed it ; and 
who, if he were capable of ^at, would doubtless in many 
other ways bring down the wrath of God qpon^iimself. He 
predicted that, this excursion once made, we never could 
stay ourselves in the course so entered. upon ; but must give 
up whatever was demanded. Into the merits of the question 
I do not enter ; I am sure the prediction has been verified ; 
ahd I am equally sure that in the whole matter England has 
smitten herself with a suicidal blow, the fatal weapon beii^g 
declension from God. '> The prophets prophesy &lsely, and 
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* 

tbe priests bear rule by their means, and my people love to 
hare it so, and whfit willye do in the end thereof? " 

The moral pestilence of the French revolution took effect 
on the greajt mass of our population in a larger degree than 
we seem generally aware of. It appears to me that we had 
only a nominal remedy wherewith to oppose a real disease. 

The frame-work of our constitution in {chorch and state 
is essentially Christian, and in its details scriptural ; but this 
frame-work Consists only in acts and ordinances, drawn up by 
man's hand, and transmitted from sire to son. It is evident 
that nothing spiritually vital can reside in «kins of parch- 
ment, and that these last are merely a dead letter, except as 
men act them out. A people thus privileged to possess so 
perfect acode of laws, and all things fitting for the functions 
alike of civil and religions being, may be, among less fa* 
Youred nations, what the bodies in E^ekiel's vision were, 
when compared with their former disordered state, lying 
scattered and broken about the valley. They had come 
together, bone to his bone, in all the symmetry of man's 
original form ; flesh covered them, and sinews were strung, 
and all was complete to the cursory view of an observer; but 
one thing was wanting, without which the whole remained a 
Y^in show. There was nb breath in them. Lacking that, 
they were equally irtcapable of making a forward movement 
and of oflering resistance to injury. Taken individually, no 
nation better deserved the scourge, fOr with whatever devo* 
tion our congregations joined in the public services of those 
appointed days, making confession of sin and of helplessness, 
and crying to the Lord for the succour without which we 
must perish, I am persuaded tW the language* of both lip 
and heart, in our domestic and social circles, was that of 
vain-glorious confidence in the arm of flesh ; of boastful 
superiority over our enemies ; and a conviction that to our 
insular position, our naval superiority, our iiiilitary prowess, 
and a certain impression on the mind^ of th*^ French that 

6* 
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Englishmen were unconquerable, we owed our past pros- 
perity, our present security. In church, we acknowledged 
"It is thou that tightest for us, O God;" at home, our 
watchward was, "The wooden walls of old England." 
I speak advisedly, from a very clear i-ecollection of the spirit 
that pervaded all ranks, all classes, all ages, and which was 
breathed in every column of the public journals ; and I am 
sure that God was not gk)rified among us as individuals. A 
praying, believing king"— a He^ekiah — istood in the gap, 
making supplication for his people ; and God wrought /or 
His name's sake that it should not be polluted in the sight 
of the nations who publicly mocked him, by their victory 
over a people who publicly honoured him. JBut though thus 
withheld from openly prevailing to crush us, there was, as I 
have said, no power of effectual tiesistance against the secret 
poison of their vile principles ; and this found entrance, and 
circulated through the veins of the body politic, until the 
seeds of corruption took strong root, and nothing better 
awaited us than a mere lingering process of dissolution. 

But here the Lord put forth his hand to stay the plague, 
by pouring out, gradually^ yet abiladantly. His Spirit upon 
the Church. He had jaevet \e(i himself without witness in 
it, though the voices raised by faithful men were few and far 
between ; wbife the opposition offered to such was active, 
decided, united. A, young man could not with impunity be 
a Christian at either of the universities: no nominal preacher 
of the gospel could become so in reality without arraying 
against him a host of brethren, and the bulk of his own con- 
gregation. A l&yman might separate himself fVom the 
ungodly world, deciding that he and his house would serve 
the Lord, but at the price of becoming a by-word and a 
laughing-stock among his own familiar friends. It was by 
tfaid kipdling of these lights here and there that the grosa 
darkness which had prevailed to cover the land and the peo- 
ple was made manifest; and just in proportion^ as men awoke 
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to the approval of such things as be excellent, they learned 
to apprecialte the institutions of their country, discerning how 
correctly they were based on the word of God ; while others, 
who had the language of attachment to the constitution much 
more in their mouths, regarded them all as mere productions 
of man's worldly wisdcnn, suitable to the times in which they 
were framed, but requiring to he changed and adapted to the 
shifting habits of succeeding generations. Instead of view- 
ing the standard as framed according to that of the sanctuary, 
and labouring to train the public body up to its perfect height, 
they resolved to lower the inconvenient measure, and adapt 
it to. the stunted, crooked growth of a degenerated race. 
Here, I think, began the war of principle in the^ midst of 
which we now liviei i here that which had formed the pure 
spirit of whiggism passed over to the tory, combining with 
devoted loyalty to the throne, and unceasing attachment to 
the church, a jealous care over what may be called the 
democracy of the English constitution. A spirit of change 
had shown itself at work,, and the tendency of sjuch change 
was klways towards licentiousness; a frightful example of 
the horrprs with which it would naturally deluge a country 
was exhibited before our eyes ; and seeing that the innova- 
tors were met at every turn by laws which must be taken 
out o£ the way to accommodate them, those laws were made 
the rallying-point for the true lovers of their country, in the 
fore-front of whom stood the little band of enlightened Chris- 
tian men, y[ith the King of England at their head. 

You must not quarrel with this long digression ; the crisis 
I Bpe^k of was one on which hung the political salvation of 
our native land; a crisis of some years' continuance, and 
which terminated not until the Lord had greatly multiplied and 
strengthened bis own little host of protesting conservators, 
so that not ev^en an act of national apostacy could carry on 
its face the condemnation of being really a national act ; and 
it Lb wonderful to contemplate the dealings of the Most High 
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tcFwards his crowned servant during this momentous interval. 
George the Third was the insurmountable obstacle in the 
way of such rainous course, and until the time-Tor permitting 
the bonds to be burst had well nigh come, he was retained 
among us ; but because his righteous soul Vould have been 
grievously vexed at beholding the struggle against 6od, the 
bodily and mental eye were on t^oth closed. He. was shut 
out alike from th6 seein^pf evil, and the hearing of it ; he dwelt 
in extreme old age, a crown of glory covering his hoary head, 
where the British i^rown still securely reposed, ^while his 
spirit held con^munion with an unseen world of peace and 
love, amid the turmoils, the fierce contentions, that shook the 
public mind in which he had ever takep a deep and anxious 
interest. You isnbw he used, while ^eling his unsteady way 
through the long suite of apartrhents that bounded his liberty, 
to pause at a piano or organ, se.veral of which were placed 
within his reach, and call forth strains of sacred melbdy, 
accompanying them with his aged voice, breathing words of 
devotion : and at other times he was overheard in imaginary 
discourse with the angels of God, (I could almost recall the 
word imaginary,) questiouitig them concerning heavenly 
things, and breathing forth his oWn simple aspirations after 
the home they dwelt in. What an ^ye-sore to the movers 
of sedition was George the Third ! How terrible in the 
impotency of his helpless seclusion was that deranged old 
man to the emissaries of the Great Harlot ! How bitterly 
do they now revile his memory, which is blessed, m6st blessed 
among us — because his protracted life gdve *space for the 
growth of our Protest, which they cannot now overthrow. 
He who sitteth in the heavens surely laughed to scorn the 
madness of the people, while making that unconscious, de- 
crepit trembler the secure defence of an empire's integrity, 
against all that man's wisdom, man's subtlety^ and man's 
proudest might could do to subvert it. 
Theact of legislative union, consequent upon the sanguis* 
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naiy rebellioD of 1798, had brought. Ireland into more imme« 
diate connection with us ; and gave additional means for 
influencing the mind3 of our senators to concede the boon, 
or rather to submit to the demand, of what was called Eman- 
cipation, My father often remarked that if the events of 
ninety-eight were not alone sufficient to deter the English 
government from this measure, nothing could overcome 
their infatuation. The subject was frequently and freely 
canvassed in the social circle of which I formed a part; and 
well do I remember how clearly the mischievous results that 
must follow upon the very first breach made in our consti- 
tutional bulwarks were pointed out by men who jud^d of 
Popery only from past history, read by the light of the recent 
outburst in Ireland, and apart from all religious scruples. 
They looked upon it as men are again learning to do 
while recovering from the torpor induced by the spread of 
liberalism — they regarded it as a political system, the 
mighty engine of a secular despotism th^t sought to exalt 
itself above all other dynasties, rising on the ruins of sub- 
verted thrones. This was considered the extreme of unchar- 
itableness; a narrow-minded bigotry to be abhorred of all 
enlightened men; and my father plainly foresaw the ultimate 
triumph of the shallow but plausible arguments brought to 
bear upon the point 

An appointment about this time took place which greatly 
forwarded the views of the adverse party among us. Dr. 
Bathurst was preferred to the See of Norwich : he had been 
my father's intimate friend ^nd chum at Oxford, and the 
intercourse was renewed with mutual satisfaction; but not all 
the personal affection that the truly amiable Bishop inspired 
in those wiib knew the sweetness of his character, and which 
my father in particular bore to him, coyld for a moment blind 
him on this subject. I knew they frequently talked it over, 
and bis remark was that no man could be more honestly, 
disinterestedly, and amiably mistaken thant>ur good Bishop. 
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That it was disinterested no one could doubt ; fon^hen the 
ministry of the day were stiffly* opposed to the concession, 
and Dr. Bkthurst was informed that if he advocated it 1q 
parliament he would assuredly be left in that miserably poor 
see, whereas his silence might facilitate a translation that must 
needs be to a better, — a thing which his very large family 
rendered desirable enough, — the intimation only increased 
his zeal : he rose in his place, and spoke most energetically 
in favour of the measure. When he redumed his seat, the 
Peer next him said, somewhat sarcastically, ' I am happy 
to find the air of Norwich agrees so well with your lordship : 
you don't seem inclined to change it*' To which the Bishop 
meekly replied, ♦ My Lord, whatever I change, I trust I 
shall not change my principles.' Happy would it be for us, 
had some others been as consistently in the right as he was 
in the wrong ! 

I know not that any thing in my pergonal history requires 
inention here ; I grew up a healthy, active, light-hearted girl, 
wholly devoted to reading and to rural occupations. The 
latter, particularly gardening, served as a counterpoise to 
the sedentary temptation that would have proved physically 
injurious : but laying in, as I daily did, a plentiful store of 
romantic adventure or fascinating poetry for rumination when 
abroad, my mind was unprofilably occupied at all times, to 
the exclusion of better things. On Sundays, indeed, I made 
it a point of conscience to abstain from light reading; and, 
lis far as I could, to banish from my thoughts the week's 
acquisition of folly. I went to church, and read the Bible, 
at home, with a sermon of Blair's or some similar writer, 
wholly destitute of gospel light ; and I generally had a short 
fit of compunction, on that day, for having been so wholly 
absorbed in worldly Uiings during the preceding six : for 
even then God was striving with me, to bring me unto binii- 
self, and many a strong conviction did I forcibly stifle. The 
warmth of my natural feelings, the ardout with which I 
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entered into every thidg that interested them, and a sort of 
energy that always longed to be doing where any cause that 
I considered good was to be promoted —^ all these would ^ 
have rendered me a working character, had I obeyed the 
gracious call to go into the Lord's .vineyard. I say a call, 
because though as yet I knew nothing whatever of the gos- 
pel, I couki not overlook or rai9,understaod the reiterated 
injunctions of Scripture to seek spiritual wisdom, to ask for 
guidance, and to occupy with the talent committed to my 
charge. I knew the promise ** They that seek me early 
shall find ine,"^ and more than once I trembled under such 
scriptuifes as the latter part of Proverbs 1, but my Sunday 
resolutions vanished before the Monday's dawning light, and 
I rushed again with a redoubled zest into the seductive re- 
gions of my imaginary world. Oh, how greatly do they err 
who think that such studies m&y be safely engaged in by the 
young and excitable mind ! Some indeed there are, so 
phlegmatic as to be proof against all the charms of poesy^ 
insensible to the brightest illusions of romance ; but their 
number is small^ and the individuals hard to identify, because 
a very cold exterior is often like ihe snow-capped heights of 
Etna, overspreading a hoard of volcanic elements of which 
the burst and blaze will some day be terrific. $uch seem 
induced with the spirit of indifierence, because they are 
abstracted and silent when the laugh and merry jest goes 
round among their companions ; whereas this abstraction 
from outward things results not from deadness of feeling but 
fi:om the intensity with which the mind is brooding over some 
phantom known only to itself. Nor do this class of dream- 
ers always appear devoted to books : a little reading goes 
far with them ; and the quality rather than the quantity of 
their selections is to be looked to. 

I have known many parents and teachers argue that it is 
better to bring the young acquainted with our standard poets 
and prose authors, of a worklly cast, while they are yet under 
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careful superintendeiieey so as to neutralize what may be 
unprofitable by judicious remark, and to avert the clangers 
attendant on such fascinating introductions at a riper age, 
when the restraints of authority are removed. Against, this, 
two reMons have prevailed with me' t6 exclude from my book- 
shelves all the furniture of a worldly ;libraryv and to watch 
against its introduction from other quartersr. One is, the 
consideration that we are not aQthori2ed to calculate on the 
continuance of any creature's mortal existence ; nor can we 
ever know that the being whom we are training for eternity 
will not be called into it before «uch period of^life as is here 
anticipated. In such a 6ase, how sad to feel that we have 
needlessly fbrestalled an > evil day, and even momentarily 
diverted the young spirit from a saCred path ! The other 
consideration is this : that as thC'^esh and the devil will as- 
suredly do. their parts Without help from me ; and the children 
of this world, who are wiser in their generiition than the 
children of light, Will certainly do the same ; I may take a 
lesion of policy from them, qsingmy best endeavours to pre- 
occupy the field with whatsis decidedly good, and humbly 
hoping that the seed so sown may, through the operadon of 
the Holy Spirit, take root before the tares are introduced, 
leaving little room for them to grow* 

Of all the errors into which the world has fallen, none is 
more fatally mischievous than the habit bf overboking the 
personality, the energy, the power, the watchfulness, the 
deep cunning of the devil. By a conventional system, no 
doubt of his own suggesting, he is never to be named but in 
the act of worshipping Grod, or that of spiritual instruction. 
Any other robber and murderer, who was known to be on 
the watch to attack our houses, would be the subject of free 
discourse : his habits, his haunts, his usual plans, his suc- 
cessful and his baffled assaults in former cases« would be 
talked over, and thus a salutary fear would be kept alive, 
influencing us to bolt and bar, and watch and ward with 
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unfc^liDg vigilaDce, to av^rt a 8uq)rise. But Satan seems 
to be a privileged persoD ; we learD, in the nursery, to fancy 
him a hideous caricature of human nature, with horns, hoof, 
and a tail, inspiring disgust, and a childish fear that wears 
off as we advance into youths leaving an impression rather 
ludicrous than alarming, of the ugly phantom that, neverthe- 
less, continues idetitified with him of whom we read in the 
Bible. We then, perhaps, take up Milton, engrafting his poet- 
ical conception upon the original nursery stocky and make a 
devil half monster, half ^changel, invested with the ugliness 
of the first, and th^ sublimity of the second, but still far re- 
moved from the scripture character of that roaring lion who 
** goeth about seeking whom he may devour." We do not 
realize his existence, his presence, his devices ; «nd so we 
often do his work from sheer ignorance, or inexcusable 
thoughtlessness about 4t. 

With me, as I have told you, the Bible did its work, and 
conscience did hers ; bu^ a passion for the unreal proved too 
strong for both. Undoubtedly God could have wrought, as 
afterwards he did, to the casting down imaginations, and 
every thing that exalteth itself against Christ. But how 
many years of sorrow might have been averted, or how 
greatly at last might those sorrows have been mitigated, had 
not the idveteracy of a long-^herisbed disease required such 
sharp discipline to bripg it under ! Pride was the master-sin 
of my corrupt nature, a pride that every, child of Adam in- 
herits, but which peculiarly beset me. It was not what 
usually goes by that name : no one ever accused me of an 
approach to haughtiness, neither was I boastful or forward, 
as far as^ I know ; but I delighted to model my own charac- 
ter according to the standard set forth in my foolish books, 
and by the contemplation of them I hoped to succeed. I 
oved to mark in others a mean, ungenerous, selfish, or 
malicious trait, and to contrast with it my i>wn high-flown 
notions of the opposite qualities. My* memory was well ' 
6 
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stored with fine seDtimeDts concerntDg huinaD dignity, hon- 
our, virtue, luidso forth; and while secretly applying them, — 
for I was not inclined to make ill-natured remarks, — in 
contrast to the failings of those around me,l naturally learnt 
to identify myself with the aforesaid sentiments, and to take 
it for granted it was I who shone so brightly at other people's 
expense. This is4he inevitable consequence of measuring 
ourselves by ourselves, as all will do who are not led betimes 
to the standard appointed of God. 

And now, the chambers of imagiry being well furnished, 
I became in thought the heroine of all the foolish, improba- 
ble adventures I met with. Shakspeare and others having 
furnished me with dresses and decorations, every day of my 
life had its drama. Adventures the most improbable, sit- 
uations the most trying, and conversations the most nonsen- 
sical among a visionary acquaintance of my own creating, 
became the constant amusement of my mind ; or if I took a 
fancy to any new companion, that individual was metamor- 
phosed into something equally unreal, and was soon looked 
upon in the light, not of sober reality, but of fanciful extrav- 
vagance^ Of course, my estimate ahte of persons and 
of things was egregously falser and with a fair portion of 
common sense naturally belonging to me, I became most 
emphatically a fool. Even /whe^ employed at the pencil, 
frhich I dearly loved, I could not trace a figure on the paper, 
or a landscape on t}ie canvass, that did not presently become 
the subject of a separate romance ; and it never occurred to 
me that there was danger, much less sin, in this. I loved 
dancing to excess, and took much delight in all that was 
brilliant and beautiful ; but upon the whole I preferred the 
uninterrupted course of my own vain thoughts, and then 
admired myself for being of a less dissipated turn than my 
young friepds. Of course, I am now speaking of the time 
when, according to the world's usage, and rather earlier than 
* usual, that is to say, at sixteen, I was introduced into public, 
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by' making my appearance at a grand election ball ; and 
moreover, publicly receiving the compliments of t^e most 
polished and distinguished of our successful candidates, for 
sundry political squibs, said to be full of drollery and point 
which had been traced home to me. Alas for the girl who 
makes such a debdt ! We were now again resident in the* 
town, or rather within the precincts, as they are called, sur- 
rounding that venerable cathedral which had been the object 
of my babyish contemplation, and which is endeared to me 
beyond any other spot in my native place. 

My beloved companion, my brother, had always mani- 
fested the most decided predilection for a military life. Oflen 
had he, in earliest childhood, toddled away from the gate 
afler a fifeund drum of a recruiting party ; and often did he 
march and countermarch me, till I could not stand for fatigue, 
with a grenadier's cap, alias a muff, on my head, and my 
father's large cane shouldered by way of a firelock. The 
menaced invasion had added fuel to his martial fire, and 
when any other line of life was pointed out to him, hiir high 
^irits would droop, and the desire of his heart show itself 
with increasing decision. Our parents were very anxious 
to settle him at home, for my sake, who seemed unable to 
live without him ; and I am sure that my influence would 
have prevailed, even over his long-cherished inclination, so 
dearly did he love me ; but here the effect of that pernicioiis 
reading showed itself, and forged the first link in a long 
chain of sorrows. I viewed the matter through the lying 
medium of romance : glory, fame, a conquerer's wreath or 
a hero's grave, with all the vain merit of such a sacrifice as 
I must myself make in sending him to the field — these 
wrought on me to stifle in my aching bosom the cry of nat- 
ural affection, and I encouraged the boy in l\is choice, and 
helped him to urge on our parents this offering up of their 
only son, the darling of all our hearts, to the Moloch of war. 

Finding that he could not be dissuaded, my father gave a 
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reluctant coDsent ; and let tne bare record an instance of 
generOiiB kindness on the part of the Bishop. He went to 
London, and by<ltnt of personal, persevering importunity, 
obtained in a few days a commission in the army, at a time 
when seven hundred applicants, many of them backed by 
strong interest, were waiting for the same boon. The sud- 
denness of the thing was quite atunning : we calculated on 
a delay of this sore trial ; but it was done, and he was or- 
dered to repair immediately, not to the dep6t, but to his 
regiment, then hotly engaged in the Peninsula. The 
Bishop's kindness did not end here : he carried his gene- 
rosity farther in other ways, and likewise gave him intro- 
ductions of great value. I Jove to record it of one whose 
public conduet as a Protestant prelate I am compelled to 
lament, hot Whose private characteir was most lovely. 

Upheld by the intoxicating power of senseless romance, 
not by confidence in God, nor even by the reality of the 
patriotism that I persuaded myself was at the root of it all, 
I bore to see that beloved companion of my Ufa depart for 
the scene^ of most bloody conflict. He was not nearly full 
grown ; ar blooming beautiful boy, reared, and up to that 
time, tenderly guarded under the parental roofi^ In almost 
exclusive companionship with me. - There was, indeed, but 
one heart between us, and neither could fancy what it would 
be to rejoice or to suffer alone. Of this I had given a proof 
in the preceding yearr He took the measles, and was ex- 
ceedingly ill, and great precautions were used to preserve 
me from the infection ; but, unable to brook a separation 
from him, I baffled their vigilance, burst into his apartm^nt^ 
and laying my cheek to his, resisted for a while all efforts 
to remove me. To my infinite delight, I sickened imme- 
diately, and considered it an ample compensatioii for all at- 
tendant suffering, that I was allowed to sit constantly in the 
8am6 room with him. 

How strong, how sweet* how sacred is Ae tie that binds 
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an only sister to an only biother, when^hey haye been per^ 
mitted to grow up together, untrammelled by the heartleaa 
forms of fashion ; unrivalled by alien claimants in their con- 
fiding affection ; undivided in study, in sport, and in interest* 
Some object, ths^t such union renders the boy too efieminate 
and the girl too masculine. In our case it did neither. 
He' was the manliest, the hardiest, most decided, most in- 
trepid character imaginable ; but in manners sweet, gentle, 
and courteous, as they will be who are accustomed to look 
with protecting tenderness on an associate weaker than 
themselves. And as for me, though I must plead guilty 
to the charge of being more healthy, more active, and per- 
haps more energetic than young ladies are usually expected 
to be, still I never wtes considered unfeminine ; and the 
only peculiarity resulting fron^ this, constant aompanionsfaip 
with one of the superior sex, was to give me a high sense 
of that superiority, with a habit of deference to man's judg- 
ment, and submission to man's authority, which I am quite 
sure God intended the woman to yield. Every wajr has 
this fraternal tie been a rich blessing to me. The love 
that grew with us frpm our cradles never knew diminution 
from time or distance. Other ties were formed, but they 
did not superdecb or weaken this. Deatlf tore away all 
that was mortal and perishable, but this tie he could not 
sunder. As I loved him while he was on earth, so do I 
love him now that ha b in heaven; and while I cherish in 
his boys the living likeness of what he was, my heart ever- 
more yearns towards him where he is, anticipating the day 
when the Lord shall come, and bring that beloved one with 
him. 

Parents are wrong to check as they do the outgoings of 
fraternal affection, by separating those whom God has 
especially joined as the offspring of one father and one 
mother. God has beautifully mingled them, by sending 
now a babe of one sex, now of the other, and suiting, as , 

6* i 
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aey careful obsenrer may discern, their varioos characters 
to form a domestic whole. The parents interpose, pactog 
off the boys to some school where no softer influence exists 
to round off, as it were, the rugged points of the masculine 
disposition, and where they soon lose all the delicacy of 
feeling peculiar i<y a brother's regard, and learn to look on 
the female character in a light wholly subversive of the frank- 
ness, the purity, the generous care for which earth can yield 
no substitute, and the loss ^f which only transforms him 
who ought • to be the tender preserver of woman into her 
heartless destroyer. The girls are either grouped at home, 
with the blessed privilege of a father's eye still upon them, 
or sent away in a different direction from their brothers, 
exposed, through unnatural and unpalatable restraints, to 
evils not perhaps so great, but every whit as wantonly in- 
curred as the others. The shyness^ miscalled retiring 
modesty, with which one young lady shrinks, from the no- 
tice of a gentleman as though there were danger in his ap- 
proach, and the conscious, coquettish air, miscalled ease* 
with which another invites his notice, are alike removed 
from the realky of either modesty or ease. Beth rosult 
from a fictitious mode of education : both are the conse-^ 
quences of nipping in the bud those sisterly feelings that lay 
a fair foundation for the right use. of those privileges to 
which she looks forward as a member of society ; and if 
the subject be viewed through the clear medium of christian 
principle^ its lights will become more brilliant, its shadows 
more dark, the longer and the closer we contemplate it. 
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LETTER IT. 



YOUTH. 



Hitherto you have not heard of any spiritually-minded 
person connected with my early life ; yet there was one, 
I feel sure, though my recollections are confused and imper- 
fect on that point ; and one to whose prayers, if not to her 
teaching, I «urely owe something. 

My father's mother was a fine, sprightly, robust old lady, 
rather small in stature, and already bending a little under 
the burden of years at the time when I first recollect her as 
mingling in the visions of my childhood, though I know that 
even from infancy I was the delight of her warm honest 
heart. She was simplicity itself in manners, her blunt 
speeches sometimes clashing a little with her son's notions 
of polish and refinement, as also did her inveterate antipathy 
to the reigning fashion, whatever that might be, I remem- 
ber her reading me a lecture upon something novel in the cut 
«0f a sleeve, ending by this remark : * I never wore a gown 
but of one shape ; and because I don't follow the fashion, 
the fashion is forced to come to me sometimes by way of a 
change. I can't help that, you know, my dear ; but I never 
was fashionable on purpose.' She added some pious re- 
marks on vanity and folly, which I soon forgot ; but the 
other dwelt on my mind because it chimed in with my own 
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love of independence — a prominent characteristic with me ; 
too often carried to the excess of self-willed obstinacy. 
However, I dearly loved, and exceedingly respected my 
grandmother, and used in my heart to glory in her smooth 
clean locks, half brown, half gray, combed down from under 
a snowy cap of homely make, wheti she had successfully, 
resisted alike th)e entreaties and examples of cotemporary 
dames, who submitted their heads to the curling-irons and 
powder-puff of a yHjzeur, preparatory to an evening party. I 
used to stand proudly at her knee, admiring the high colour 
of her cheek, and uncommon brilliancy of her fine dark hazle 
eye, while her voice, remarkably rich and clear, involunta- 
rily swelled the chorus parts of our magnificent, music. 

She was a Percy ; not by name, for that had been lost in 
the female line, some generations before ; but the pedigree 
in my possession, drawn up by Sir W. Betham, shows how 
just was her vaunt in that respect. For vaunt it she. did, to 
us at least, often bringing it forward to check any tendency 
tp behaviour unbefitting those who claimed descent from 

« The stout Earl of Northumberland,' 

with whom I ought to be well acquainted^ for the singing, of 
Chevy Chace in proper time and tune with her was the only 
secular accomplishment in which my dear grandmother per* 
sonally laboured to perfect me, except knitting and curious 
old-fashioned needlework. The pride of ancestry took 
strong hold of my mind ; and such an ancestry accorded but 
too well with my romance, innate and acquired. It stood 
me, many a time, in the stead of better things, when nerving 
myself to endure affliction and wrong ; and therefore I no- 
tice it, to warn you iigainst exposing your awn children to 
the same snare. 

Next to the fashion, if not in an equal or superior degree^ 
I think my grandmother most abhorred the French. In- 
deed, her strongest denunciations against the reigning modes 
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were usually clinched with the triumphant assertion that they 
were " French fashions." No marvel if her spirit was stir- 
red within her by the hofrors of revolutionary France, and 
her Protestantism strengthened by the butcheries of ninety- 
eight. I knew that she was a Protester and a Tory of no 
common stamp ; and I knew that she brought her Bible^for- 
ward in support of every opinion that she uttered. Rarely 
did I visit her without finding her buried in the study of that, 
blessed Book ; and I know that she strove to teach me 
much of its meaning; but our change of residence proved 
a great bar to personal intercourse, and she never wrote let- 
ters. I sometimes trace impressions on my mind, made in 
early life^ which I am sure must have been through her 
means ; and though the good seed died on the ground, 
while the weeds took root and flourished, still here and 
there a grain might sink below the surface, to spring up af- 
ter many days. 

And now I roust record my first sorrow, although I can- 
not dwell upon it as on some other things. My brother had 
been nearly two years absent, on service in the Peninsula, 
when an apoplectic attack arrested my father in the midst of 
life, and health, and vigour, and evisry promise of lengthen- 
ed years. The premonitory visitations of repeated strokes 
were disregarded, for we could not, would not realize the 
approach of such an event ; and persisted in believing them 
nervous : but just when all cause for alarm seemed at an 
end, and I was rejoicing in the assurance of its being so, I 
was called from my pillow at midnight to see that tender 
and bek>ved parent die. The bereavement was terrible to 
me : I had always been Jiis principal coikipanion, because no 
one else in the family had a taste for those things in which 
he delighted -^ literature and politics especially — and since 
my brother's departure, instead of seeking to replace him by 
friends of my own age, I had turned wholly to my father, 
never desiring to pass an hour out of his society, and striving 
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to be to him both daughter and son. My mother was a per- 
fect devotee to household affairs, every thought occupied in 
seeking to promote the domestic comforts of her family ; 
while I, indulging a natural antipathy to all that did not en- 
gage the intellectual powers, gave her no hie}p there. I was 
truly cumbering the ground, seeking only my own gratifica- 
tion, and dignifying my selfishness with many fine names, 
only because it was best indulged in my own dear home. 
From the period of my loss of hearing, music had beea 
wholly banished ; my father seemed to lose all relish for 
what could no longer minister enjoyment to me, and deeply 
I felt the force of that affection which could so instantly 
and wholly overcome the ruling passion of his mind, ac- 
companied as it was with such exquisite skill in that de- 
lightful science as rendered him the admiration of all who 
came within its influence. It redoubled my devotion to 
him ; and most bitter was the anguish of my heart, when 
I beheld him taken away at a stroke. 

Was this dfilictioB sanctified to me ? Not in the least. 
I found a luxury in grieving alone, brooding on the past, 
and painting the probable future in any colours but those of 
reality. My father had enjoyed two livings with a minor 
canonry in tlie cathedral, but the emolument was very small, 
and his income had not allawed him, as yet, to make any 
provision for us. A small annuity was all that my mother 
could ^depend on, and I resolved to become a novel-writer, 
for which I was just qualified, both by nature and habits <^ 
thinking, and in which I should probably have aucceeded 
very well, but it pleased God to save me fi'om this snare. 
My brother's unexpected return on leave, with our subse- 
quent changes of abode, paying visits among friends, and 
keeping my thoughts constantly unsettled, hindered the ex- 
ecution of the project ; and when my brother returned to 
Portugal, we repaired to London, to make a long stay with 
some near relations. It was there that I met with the gen- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



"CHAMQB8. 71 

UemaDv an officer on leuve of absence, whose wife, at the 
end of six months^ I became. 

I am longing to arrive at that period when the light of 
the glorioqs gospel of Christ fifst shone upon me through 
the darkness of many trying dispensations : therefore I pass 
by much that intervened; including my dear brother's mar- 
riage, who returned again to London with his bride and his 
mother, to resume his staff situation there; and shall only 
take you with me across the Atlantic, for a few Nova-dco* 
tian reminiscences, before proceeding to the scene of my 
most precious recollections, dear Ireland. My husband 
had joined his regiment in Halifax, and sent me a sum- 
mons to follow him out without delay; in order to which 
I was obliged to embark in a large vessel taken up partially 
by government for the conveyance of troops, but in which 
there was a select party, occupying the state cabin, and 
making their own terms with the captam for the best pos* 
sible accommodation and provision on the passage. Of 
this number was I ; and certainly a more select, polished, 
and agreeable party of highly-bred gentlemen could not have 
been found. I went under the kind care of one of these, 
with his wife, who had invited roe to travel with them. 

Have you ever been at sea ? It is a question the answer 
to which will throw very little light on the matter unless you 
also state how it agreed with you ; no two races on the 
earth cain be mor^ distinct than those two are upon the wa- 
ter, — the people who are sea-sick and the people who are 
not It was my happy privilege to belong to the latter class ; 
I never for a moment experienced even an unpleasant sensa- 
tion from any marine cause, but^n the contrary enjoyed ex- 
emption from all physical annoyances during a five weeks' 
voyage, excepting that of hunger. An abundant supply of 
everything that was nourishing, in the most palatable form, 
left no excuse for remaining hungry ; nevertheless the de- 
mand was incessantly kept up ; and I appeal to all who 
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have been similarly affected, whether the rauching of hard 
sea-bread from morniog to ni^t under the pressure of a 
real sea appetite^ is not a greater luxury than the choicest 
viands on shore* To me it certainly was ; and surely I had 
reason to be deeply thankful to the Lord, who, by means of 
that delicious voyage, and its brafting, exhilarating effects* 
prepared me for a trying winter in die singular cliipate for 
which I was bound. 

Every day, and all day long, be the weather what it might, 
I was stationed on deck ; generally seated on the highest 
point of the ship's stern, directly over the rudder, to enjoy 
a full view of that most graceful and exquisite spectacle, a 
large vessels course through the mighty deep. OuPs was 
a splendid one : a West Indiaman, almost rivalling the sea- 
palaces of the £ast India Company, and manned in the 
first style. The troops on board under the command of a 
field officer, greatly added to the effect and comfort of the 
thing, for nothing ia so conducive to the latter as military 
discipline, well and mildly maintained. Although our party 
was perfectly distinct from those who went out entirely at 
the charge of government, consisting of several officers and 
their wives, yet we too were nearly all military, inckiding 
the commandant, and were strictly amenable to martial law. 
Of course, that soul of domestic and social comfort, punc- 
tuality, reigned paramount ; every meal was regulated by 
beat of drum, subordination carefully preserved, and deco- 
rum, to the most minute particular, insisted on. No dis- 
habille coul^ appear, in the cabin or on deck ; no litter, not 
an article of luggage visible. All the sick people, all the 
cross people, and all the whimsical people were stowed away 
in their respective berths, and such drawing-room elegance, 
combined with the utmost freedom of good humour and the 
unrestrained frankness that results from a consciousness of 
proper restraint, pervaded our little select coterie, amounting 
to seventeen gentlemen and two ladies, that it did not need the 
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miserable contrast which I afterwards experienced on the 
homeward passage to assure me we were among the most 
favoured >of ocean travellers.' How very much dd they err 
who consid^ the absence of order and method tfi supplying 
greater liberty or removing a sense of restraitit! Such 
freedom is gaUing to me ; and in n^y eyes, the want of. 
punctuality is a want of honest principle ; for however peb- 
pie may think themselves authorized to rob God alid them- 
selves of their own tinto, they can plead no right to lay a j 
violent hand on the time and duties of theif' neighbour. 1 1 
say it delibc^tely, diat I have been defrauded of hundreds 
of pounds, and cruelly deprived of my necessary refresh- 
ment in exercise, in sleep, and even in seasonable food, 
through this disgraceful want of punctuality in others, more 
than through any cause whatsoever beisides. It is also very 
irritating ; for a person who would cheerfully bestow a piece 
of ^old, does not like to be swindled out of a piece of cop- 
per ; and many an hour have I been tinge^eVousIy wronged 
of, to the excitement of feelings in themselves far from right, 
when 1 would gladly have so arranged my work as to bestow 
upon the robbers thrice the time they made me Dirantonly 
sacrifice. To say, * I will come to you on such a day, 
leaving the person to expect yc/u early, and then, afler wast- 
ing her day in that unconrfortable, unsettled state of looking 
out for a guest, which precludes all application to present 
duties, and to come late in the evenings- or to accept an 
, invitation to dinner, and either 1)reak the engagement or 
throw the hotisehold into confusion by making it wait — to 
appoint a meeting, and fail of keeping your time — all these, 
and many other effects of this Vile habit are exceedingly 
disgraceful, 6nd wholly opposed to the scriptural rules laid 
down for the governance of our conduct one to another. I 
say^othing of the insult put upon the Most High, the daring 
presumption of breaking in upon the devotions of his wor- 
shippera), and involving them in the sin of abstractedness 

7 
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from the solemii work before them, by entering kte into the 
house of prayer. Such persons may one day find they 
have a more serious account to render on the score (^ their 
contempt of punctuality than they seem willing to believe. 

But I hav^ run away from my ^hip^yet not' so; for 
as every thing shines out most by contrast, it was' natural 
to think on. the ugly, reverse when recalling the beautiful 
harmony and order of our regulations on board. We were 
favoured with nK)^t delightful weather, fresh and dry, and 
warm : with only one day's hard rain, during \yhich the sea 
' ran mountains/ as the sailors. said. I was cqnducted on 
deck, * just for otie minute, that you may be able to Bay yoa 
have seen such a sea,' remarked the geiitleman who put a 
military cloal^ over me, and led me up the stairs. But who 
could be satisfied with.a momentary sight of anything/^o ^ 
stupendously grand! I resisted all efforts to^ persuade me 
into retreating again, and it endod inimy being lashed to the 
mizen-mast by my friendly conductor, who declared that 
his head, the best landsman's bead on board, would not 
stand the giddy scene ; in jsbort, that he should be obliged 
to report himself £|ick, and exchange our agreeable sooietj 
below for the solitude of his berth. Of course I dismissed 
him, and was left among the mountains, alone, sav^ when 
a sailor passed me on his duties among the rigging, and gave 
me a smile of approval ; while the man at the wheel seemed 
to regard me as being under bis especial patronage. The 
tars love one who does not (iinch from their own element. 

Truly, I saw, thai day, the works of the Lord and his 
wonders !n the great deepf Imagine yourself in a ship, 
large among vessels, but a mere cork upon the waters of 
that mighty main. On every side, turn where you would, 
a huge mountain of irregular form was rising; dark, emooth, 
of unbroken surface, but seeming-about to burst from over* 
extension. How did you come into tl^at straqge valley 1 — 
how should you get out of it?-r how avoid the rush of that 
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giant billow that even now overhangs youtbark? These 
questions woqld inevitably rush'through the mind ; but in a 
secom^of time the huge body beside you sank, — you were 
on its summit, -^ and another came rolling on. 'Meanwhile 
the ship would reel, with a slow slanting movement that 
gradually lowered the tall masts till the yards almost dipped 
in the brine, and you were either laid back on the frame 
work behind you, or weH nigh suspended, looking down 
upon the water, pver the ship's bdlwarks. I soon discov- 
ered why my companion' had so carefully buckled the 
leather strap that held me to the mast ; certainly I cannot 
recall the scene with such steadiness of nerve as I beheld 
it with. Every now add then a small billow would burst 
upon the vessel's side, sending its liquid treasure across 
the deck, and more than one iablution of the kind was ad- 
ded to the fresh Water drenching bestowed by the clouds. 
Can you fancy the discomfort of such a situation ? Then 
you were nevef at sea, or at least you lef^ your imagination 
ashore ; for I defy any person not well inured to it to look 
on such a scene with so negative b. feeling as discomfort ; 
it will excite either terror or delight sufficient to engross the 
whole miod. 

I well remember that, when deeply affected by the gran- 
deur of this and other aspects assumed by the majestic 
main, I found the highest flighty of man's sublimity too 
. They would not express, would hot chime in with 
my <!onception8 { and I was driven to the inspired pages 
for a commentary on the glorious scene. It was then that 
the language of Job, of Isaiah, of Habakkdk supplied me 
with a strain suited to the sublime accompaniment of God's 
magnificent work. Sunrise I could nojt wi^tness, because 
at that hour no lady might appear on deck, and my cabin 
had not a side window ; but sunset, moonlight, starlight, with 
the various phenomena of ocean's ever-varying appearance, 
these furnished an endless contemplation with which no- 
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thing could accord but the hmguage of Holy Writ I cBd 
not bring forth my Bible^ well knowing the bantering re-- 
marks to which it woi)ld have exposed me on the ^oore of 
affectation, but my menH>ry served me equally well in that, 
as in profane poetry ; and miUiy a precious word of warning* 
exhortation, promise, did I recite, enc^tited by the^ublimitj 
of what, as to ks spiritual meaning, was still an unknown 
tonguo to me. Among th^se, the thirty-sebond of Deu^ 
teronoroy, the fortieth of Isaiah, and other passage^ full of 
the gospel, were repeatedly called to mind ; and above all, 
n blowing weather^ the forty-sixth Psalm delighted me. 

You may suppose that I could not wholly forget the iact 
of being where, in the strictest sense, there was but a step 
between me and death. ^ The first day of Dur voyage some 
one had quoted the expression, ^ there is but a plank be* 
tweeh ns and eternity f not with any serious application, 
but as a fine thought. I do not think that I was ever for a 
moment unmiQdful of this; the presence of actual danger 
was always felt by me ; jbut concerning eternity I had no 
fbars whatever. A general reliance on the bojundless mercy 
^f Godi a recognition of Christ, as having sufiered for our 
sins, and a degree of self-righteousness that easily threw 
my sins into the shade, while magnifying my supposed merits, 
these formed the stafi* whereon I leaned ; and when the 
most imminent and appalling pei:il overhung us, so thi^t we 
expected to be ingulfed ip the waves without hope of suc- 
cour, I looked it boldly in the ^ce, confident in my false 
hope. Although just ^hen revelling in enjoyments best 
suited to my natural taste, life had in ^ality no charms for 
me. From all that had gilded the spnny hours of youth, I 
was completely severed, and the world on which I had 
launched was a wilderness indeed in comparison with the 
Eden I had lef^. I would not have made the slightest efibrt 
to escape from death in any form, and though I was not 
senseless enough to prefer an eternity of untried wretched- 
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nesa to the fleeting sorrows of mortal life, yet as my con- 
science was lulled to rest by the self-delusion that I sitfiered 
more than I deserre^, and had therefore a claim on divine 
justice ; and as I was willing to Feceive the supposed balance 
of such debtor and creditor account in the world to come, 
I was perfectly content to; be summoned to my reward. 
Blessed be God that I was not td^en away in that hour of 
blind willingness ! . 

The extreme peril (o^ which I have alluded overtook us 
when within a short distance of our destination : we were 
suddenly caught by. a tremendous wind from the south, 
which ble^ us right in the direction of Cape Sable, one of 
tiie most fatal h^ad-lands in those seas* Night closed upon 
us, and the gale increased 9 sails were 'spread, in a despa- 
rate hope of shifting the<yess^I's course^ but were instantly 
torn into ribbands. At one time, for a moment, the rUdder 
broke loose, the tiller-rope giving way under the violent strain 
upon it'; and the next n^inute the spankerrboom, an immense 
piece of timber, sna]pped like sT reed. It was an awful 
, scene ; on the lee side, ihe shi{^ lay so low in the water 
that every .thing was afloat in the sleeping cabins ; and the' 
poor ladies were screaming over their terrified children, un- 
heeded by the gentlemen, every one of whom was on deek. 
The captain openly declared we were bound for the bottom, 
if a very sudden and unlikely change of ^ind did not take 
place. In the midst of all this, I was reported missing, 
and as I had the privilege of being every body's care, be- 
cause, for the time being, I belonged* to nobody, a search 
was Qommehced. A young officer found me, at last, so 
singularly situated that he went and reported me to the cap- 
tain. I had climbed three tiers of lockers in the state cabin, 
opened one of the large stem windows, and was leaning out, 
as far as I could reach, enraptured beyond expression with 
the terrific grandeur of the scene. The sky above was 
black as midnight and the storm could make it, overhanging 
7* 
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U8 like a large pall, and mudered awfully visible hy the 
brilliaiicy of the waters beiiefith. I had heard of that phos- 
phoresoent appearance id the sea, but«eTer could have im- 
agiiied its grandeur, nor can I essay to describe it Even ia 
perfect stillness the illuminated element would bave looked 
magnificent ; what, then, must it liave been in a state of 
excesstve, tumultuous agitation, the waves swelling up to a 
fearful height and then bursting into sheets of A>am ; evety 
drop containing some luminous, animalciiite sparkling with 
vivid, yet delicate lustre. We were goipg with headlong 
speed before the wind, abd I hung right o^er the track of 
the rudder, a wild, mad eddy of silver foam, intermingled 
with fire. There was something in the sqejpe that far over- 
passed all my extravagant imaginings of the terribly sublime* 
The hurry rthe fierceness, the not of those unfettered waterst 
the wild flash of their wondrous lights, the funereal black- 
i^ss of the overhanging clouds, and the deep,^ desperate 
plunge of our gallant ship, as she seemed to rend her way 
through an opposing chaos ; it was pei^ect delirium ; and 
no. doubt I should have appeared in keeping with the rest 
to any external observer; for I was stretching out at the 
window, the combs had fallen from my hair, which streamed 
as wildly as the rent sails ; and I. was frequently delag^ 
by soipe bursting wave, as the dip of the vessel brought me 
down almost to the surface. The peril of an open windqw 
was startling to those on deck, and the captain, hearing that 
I refused to relinquish my post, sent tl^ mate to put up the 
dead lights ; so I sat down on the floor, buried my fitee in 
my hands, and strove to realize the magnificence thus rent 
from my sight. 

Yes, God's works in the great deep are indeed wonders ! 
^Nothing landward can possibly approach them ; in the ru- 
dest tempest the ground remains firm, and you feel that you 
are a spectator ; but at sea you are a part of th^ storm. The 
plank whereon you stand refuses to support you.; ever shift- 
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ing its iocKotttioOt while the whole of your frail tenement is 
DOW borne aloft, now dashed into the liquid, furrow beneath, 
DOW struck back by a head-sea with a shock that makes ev- 
ery timber quiver, now flung on one side as if about to reversed 
itself in the bosotn of the deep — ho dou1>t the sense of per- 
sonal danger, the death-pang already anticipated, the dark 
abyss that yawns before the sinner, and the heaven opening 
on a believer's soul, must each and any of them deaden the 
sens^ to what I have vainly sought to describe ; and I sup- 
pose this accounts for the astonishment expressed by the 
whoie party at my (lingular conduct, when the youth who 
was sent to warn me of the peril, described my half-angry, 
half-reproadiful pettishness at the interruption, '* Can't you 
let na>^ ^t^y it in peace, Mr. J \ ShkW I ever see any- 
thing like it again 1 Do go away.'' '* But the captain says 
the window must be shut.^' >« Then take tde on deck, and 
you naay shut it." " That is utterly impossible, no lady 
could stand for an ^stant on deck, your drapery woukl bear 
you over the ship's side." " Then I won't shut the window, 
so go and tell Captain L— < — ^not to tease me with messa- 
ges.'* 

This was downright recklessness. I wonder when recall- 
ing it to mind, and feel that I could not have thus sported 
with death after I acquired a good and solid hope of ever- 
lasting life. The act of dying had always great terrors for 
me, until, through adverse circumstances, I seemed to have 
nothing worth living for, and then I could laugh at it in my 
own heart. Strange to say, that fearfulness of the passage 
through the dark valley returned ni^ith double force when I 
had realized a personal claim to the guiding rod and the sup- 
porting staff, and the bright inheritance beyond. But before 
this period of blessedness, of joy and peace in believing ar- 
rived, I had to pass through many waters of affliction, and to 
experience remarftable interpositions at His^ hand who was 
leading me by a path which I knew not. 
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Two of them I will mention : while at Annapolis and at 
Windsor, I had a horse, provided for me of rare beauty and 
grace, but a perfect Bucephalus in her way. She was only 
two generatiops removed from a splendid Arabian,' given 
by the good old king to the Duke of Kent, when H. R. H. 
vent -out in command to Nova-Scotia, This creature was 
not three yearr old, aod„ to all appe«trance, unbroke. Her 
manners^ were those of a kid rather than of a horse ; she 
was of a lovely dappled gray, with mane and tail of 41ver, 
the letter almost sweeping Hhe ground; and in. her frolick* 
3Qme gambols she turned it over her^ack like that of a 
Newfoundland dog. Her slow step was a b6und ; her 
swift motion, unlike that of any other animal I ever rode, 
so fleet, so smooth^ so unruffled -^ I know nothing to which 
I can compare it. Well* I made this lovely creature so fond 
of me by constant petting^ to , which I suppose her Arab 
character made her peculiarly sensitive, that my voice had 
equal power ov/jr her as over my docile, faithful dog. No 
other pei:son could in the slightest degree control her ; our 
corps, the 7th Batt. of the 60th Rifles, was composed whol- 
ly of the elite of Napoleon's soldiers, taken in the Penin- 
sula, and preferring the British service to a prison. They 
were principally conscripts, and many were evidently of a 
higher class in society than is usually found in the ranks. 
Among them were several Chasseurs and polish Lancers^ 
very fine equestrians, and as my husband had a Field Offi- 
cer's command (on detachments) and allowances, our horses 
were well looked afler. , His groom was a Chasseur, mine 
a Pole ; but neither could ride Fairy, unless she happened 
to be in a v^ry gracious mood. Lord Dalhousie's English 
coachman afterwards tried his hand at taming her, but all 
in vain. In an easy quiet way, she either sent her rider 
over her heati^ or by a laughable manceuvre sitting down 
like a dog on her haunches, slipped him off the other way. 
Her drollery made the poor men so fond of her that she 
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was rarely chastised ; aod such a wilful, intractable, wild 
Arab it would be hard to find. Upon her I was daily moun- 
ted ; and surely the Lord matched over tne then indeed ! 
Inexperienced in riding, untaught, unassisted, and wholly 
unable to lay any check upon so powerful an animal, with 
an awkward country saddle, which, by^ some fatality was 
never, well fixed, bit and bridle to match, and the mare's 
natural fire increased by high feed, behold me bound for the 
wildest paths in the wildest regions of that wild country! 
But you must explore the roads about Annapolis, and the 
romantic spot called *The General'^ Bridge,' to imagine 
either the enjoyment or the perils of that my happiest hour. 
Reckless to the last degree of desperation, I threw myself 
entirely on the fond attachment of the nobl^ creature '; and 
when I saw her measuring with her eye some rugged fence 
or wild chasm, such as it was her conmion sport to leap over 
in her play, the soft word of recnonstrance that checked her 
was uttered more from regard to her safety than my own. 
The least whisper, a pat on the neck, or a stroke down the 
beautiful face that she used to throw up towards mine, would 
control her ; and never for a moment did she endanger 
me. This was little short of a daily miracle when we con- 
sider the nature of the country, her character, and my un- 
skilfulness. It can only be accounted for on the ground of 
that wondrons power which having willed me to work for a 
time in the vineyard of the Lord, rendered me immortal un- 
til the work should be done. Ohihat my soul and all that 
is within me could sufficiently bless the Lord, and remem- 
ber all his benefits ! 

I was then unmindful of, and unthankful for His protec- 
tion ; I revelled in the delights of a freedom that none could 
share but my dog, who never lef^ the side of his associate. 
Shall I give you a sketch of the group, in some lines com- 
posed during one of those excursions t They may partly 
describe it. I found them among some old papers : — 
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'I know by the ardour thou can*8t not restrain. 
By the curve of thy neck and the toss of thy mane, 
By the foam of thy snorting which spangles my brow, 
The fire of the Arab is hot in thee now. 
'Twere hareih to control thee, my frolicksome steed, 
I give thee the rein — so away at thy sp^ed ;- 
Thy rider will dare to be wilful as thee, > 

Laugh the future to scorn, and partake in thy glee. 
Away to the mountain -^ what need we to fear? 
Pursuit cannot press on my Fairy's career, 
FulL light were the he^I and well balanced the h^ad 
That ventured to follow the track of thy tread ; 
Where roars the loud torrent and 'starts the rude plank, 
And thunders the rock-severed mass down th« bank, 
While mirror!d in crystal the far-shooting, glow, ' ^ 
With dazzling effulgence is sparkling^below. 
One start, and 1 die ; yet in peace I recline, 
A^y bosom can rest on the fealty of thine ; 
Thou fov'st me, my sweet one, and would'st not be free 
From a yoke that ha» pever borne rudely on thee. 
A4i, pleasant the empire of those to confess. 
Whose wratji is a whisper, their rule a caress. 

Behold how thy playmate is stretching beside, 
As. loth to be vanquish'd in lave or in pride. 
While upward he glances bis eye-ball of je^,. 
Half dreading thy fleelness may distance him yet. 
Ah Marco, poor Marco -r our pastime to-day 
Were reft of one pleasure if he were away. 

How precious these moments! fair Freedom expands 
Her pinions of light o'er the desolate lands : 
The waters are flashing as bright aa thine eye, 
Unehain'd as thy motion the breezes sweep by ; 
Delicious they come, o'er the flower-scented earth,^ 
Like whispers of love from the isle of my birth ; 
While the white-bosom'd Cistus her perfume exhales. 
And sighs out a vpicy farewell to the gales. 
Unfeared and unfearing we'll traverse the wood. 
Where pours the rude torrent its turbulent flood: 
The forest's red children will smile as we scour 
By the log-fashioned hut and the pine-woven bower ; 
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Thy featb«7 fi^otateps scarce bending the grtss, 
Or denting the dew-spangled moss where we pasF* 

What startles thee? 'Twas hut the sentinel gun 

Flashed a vesper salnte to thy riral, the feun ; 

He has closied his swift progress before thee» and 8#9ep8 

With fetlock of gold, the last verge of the steeps. 

The fire-fly anon from his covert shall g^ide, 

And dark fall the shadows of eve on the tide. 

Tread softly— my spirit is joyous no more, 

A qorthem aurora, it shone and is o'er ; 

The tears will fall Oist as I gather the rein, . 

And a long look reverts to yon shadowy plain.' 

♦ ?(?*♦*♦ 

♦ ■ ♦ ♦'>♦.♦ '♦ 

There is more of it, but nothing to the purpose of the pre- 
sent history. It cost me something to transcribe this, so vi- , 
yidly is the pajit recalled by it. Would to God I nught 
more fully devote to His service every day of the life so 
wonderfully preserved by Him i . 

In addition to. this continuous preservation on horsebacky 
I experienced the same interposing providence when vio- 
lently upset in a gig. The road where it occurred was strewn 
with broken rocks, on either sid,e, for miles; and scarcely 
one clear spot appeared, save that on which I was thrown, 
where a carpet of the softest grass overspread a perfectly 
vel of about twelve feet in lengthy and nearly the same in 
width. Here I fell, with no other injury than a contusion 
on the hip. The gig was completely reversed, the horse 
dashed on till he ran one of the shafts into a bank, and set 
himself fast. 

My sojourn in this interestiog country was of two years' 
duration, marked with many mercies, among the greatest of 
which was the uninterropted enjoyment of perfect health ; 
although n|y first winter there was the most severe that had 
been known for thirty years^ and the following summer one . 
of the most oppressively hot they had ever experienced. 
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The gradations of spring, autumn, and twilight, are there 
scarcely known, and the sudden trabsition from summer to 
winter is as trying to the health of an European as that 
from day to night is uncongenial to the taste* Here, too, 
I repented at leisure, and amended with no small difficulty 
apd labour, my neglect of those accomplishments to which 
my dear mother had so oflen ^vainly solicited ray attention. 
The pencil was profitless ; I had long thrown if by : books 
were no longer an adequate set-off against realities, even 
could I have conjured up a library in the wilderness of Mo- 
va Scotia's inland settlen^ient : but the culinaiy and confec- 
tionary branches were there invaluable, and in them I was 
wctfully deficient. H^d I not coaxed the old French sol- 
dier Who officiated as mess-cook to give me a few lessons, 
we must have lived on raw n^eal and salt rations during 
weeks when the roads were completely snoived up, and no 
provisions could be brought in. However, I proved an apt 
scholar to poor Sebastian, and to the kind neighbours Who 
initiated me into' the mysteries 6f preserves and piistry. 
Young ladies i^annot tell into what situations events may 
throw them ; and I' would strongly recommend the revival 
of that obsolete study called good housewifery. The wo- 
man who cannot dispense with female servants must not 
travel^ : I had none for six months — ^ keen winter months*— 
in Annapolis ; tlie only persons who could be found disen- 
gaged being of characters wholly inadmissible. The strdits 
to which I was put were anything but laughable at the time, 
though the recollection now often excites a smile. Indeed 
no perfection in European housekeeping would avail to 
guattl against the devastations that a Nova Scotian frost 
will make, if not met by tactics peculiar to that climate. 
How could I anticipate that a fine piece'of beef, fresh kil- 
led, brought in ^t noon still warm, ivould by two o'clock 
require smart blows with a hatchet to slice off a steak? or 
that half a dozen plates, perfectly dry, placed at a moderate 
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distance from the fire preparatory to dinnert would preaent- 
]y separate into half a hundred fragments, through the ac- 
tion of heat OB their frosted pores ? or that milk drawn from 
a cow within sight of my breakfast table would be sheeted 
with ice on its passage thither-^ or that a momentary 
pause, for the choice of a fitting phrase in writing a letter, 
would load the nib of my pen with a black icicle? If I did 
not cry over my numerous breakages, and other disasters, 
it was under the apprehension of teara freezing on my eye- 
lids : and truly they might bai^e done so ; for my fingers 
were once in that awful condition that must have ended in 
mortiQcation, but fbr the presence of mind of a poor soldier, 
who, seeing me running to the fire in that state, drew his 
bayonet to bar ^ my approach, and wrapping a coarse cloth 
round my lifeless hands, muff-fashion, compelled me to Walk 
up and down the spacious hall until the circulation returned, 
which it did with a sensation of agony that well nigh took 
away my senses. This was a most signal escape, for I 
was wholly ignorant of my danger, and not a little perf^ex- 
ed and annoyed at the insubordinate conduct of the vete- 
ran, who was a model of respectful humility. Had he, poor 
fellow, known how busy those fingers, would one day be 
against his religion — for he was a French Romanist — he 
might have been tempted to sheath his bayonet and give 
me free access to the tempting fire, the immense faggots 
of which would have sufficed to roast a heretic. 

Nova Scotia is, I firmly believe, the most generally and 
devotedly loyal of all our colonies : the attachment of its 
people to the mother-country is beautiful.; and their partizan- 
ship in all questions between us and the States most zealous. 
,The eoly fault I had to find with them was their indiffer- 
ence towards the poor relics of the Indian race still dwelling 
in the woods, who were to me objects of the liveliest inter* 
est even before I had any feeling of Christian duty towards 
the heathen ; or towards such as those, who are worse than 

8 
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heathen, being nambered among the members of the Romieh 
Church, and utterly, wretchedly ignorant even of such little 
truth as remains buried under the mass of anti-christian errtH*, 
to make its darkness more visible. The Indians are wholly 
despised; scarcely looked on as beings of the same race, 
by the generality of the colonies. Where Christian prin- 
ciple prevails, they become of course, important in the high- 
est degree : but I speak of what I saw, when vital godliness 
was Uttle known among them, and I can aver that even 
Lord Dalhousie scarcely could succeed in stirring up a mo- 
mentary interest for the dispersed Aborigines. That ex- 
cellent nobleman devoted himself very warmly to^the work 
of attempting their civilization ; and told me tnat if a 
few would join him, heartily and zealously in the effort, he 
should succeed : but tha^ what between lukewarmness on 
the one side, and suspicion on the other, he found himself 
completely baffled. It was not to be wondered at that the 
Indians had a lurking dread of experiencing again the hard- 
ships, not to say the treachery and cruelty, inflicted on their 
fathers. I enjoyed a high place in the affection and confi- 
dence of those interesting people, the origin of which may 
help to prove at how light an estimate the poor creatures 
were generally rated by their white brethren. My claim on 
their attachment consisted in nothing more than the per- 
formance of a bounden duty in sheltering for a few weeks 
one of their number, who had, in a roost unprovoked and 
cruel manner, been wounded by a party of our soldiers, and 
left to perish in the woods. 

How beautiful do the white cliffs of Albion appear in the 
eyes olithe returning wanderer who has learned by a foreign 
sojourn to estimate the comforts, the privileges, the blessings « 
of this island home ! No place could be more thoroughly 
English in feeling, habits, and principles than Nova Scotia ; 
but it was not England. The violent transition of seasons, 
so different from the soft gradations by which, with us, win- 
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ter brightens into summer, and summer fades into winter, 
marked a contrast far from pleasing ; and the intensity of 
cold, the fierceness of heat, alike unknown in our temperate 
climate, forced comparisons far from agreeable. Thus, on 
the lowest ground ofa wholly selfish fueling, the approach 
to my native shore could not be otherwise than delightful ; 
but viewed as the mother land of all her interesting colonies, 
as the great emporium of commerce, the chief temple of 
liberty, the nurse of tnilitary prowess, the unconquered cham- 
pion of all that is nationally great throughout the world, the 
sight of our free and happy isle is indeed an insphing one 
to those who can appreciate moral grandeur. How much 
more, in the eyes of the christian, is she to be esteemed as 
the glory of all lands, (until Judea agiiin shine forth in 
that her own unalienable character,) as possessing the true 
knowledge of God, and labouring to spend that knowledge 
throughout the world ; the land of Protestantism, the land 
of the Bible! 

I really cannot understand the meaning, nor fancy what 
may be the feeling, of those who profess to have merged 
their patriotism in something of universal good-will to the 
household of faith all over the world. It seems to me every 
whit as unnatural ad that the members of a christian fiimily 
should forego all the sweets of conjugal, parental, filial, fra- 
ternal love, in the determination to feel an equal regard foi 
his neighbour's wife, husband, &c., as for his own ; and, 
moreover, to take an equal concern in the affairs of his 
neighbour's kitchen as in his own household matters. This 
sort of generalizing regard would throw our respective es- 
tablishments into singular confusion, and might be^y our- 
selves into sundry false positions, and very awkward pre- 
dicaments. However, the con^Mirative Extinction of natural 
afiection would form the most prominently reprehensible 
feature in the case ; and I cannot but think that the boasted 
cosmopolitanism of some good people would wear an as- 
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pect not very dissimilar if rightly and soberly viewed. 
Certainly I could no more tear the love of country from my 
heart, than I could the love of kindred ; and when my step 
again pressed the English strand, it was with a sensation 
almost resembling the fabled jnvigoration of the Titans, who 
derived new life, new strength, new enterprise from coming 
in contact with their mother earth. 

England, indeed, contained little Uiat was personally en- 
dearing to me, except my beloved surviving parent ; but it 
was a jdyous thing to embrace her once more, after the deep 
roll of the ocean had separated us for nearly three years ; 
during a portion of which she had been learning to prize 
her native land in a disgusting region of all. that is most 
directly opposed to liberty, civil or religious ; to honouitible 
feeling, just conduct, hpnest principle or practical decency. 
In short, she had been in Portugal ! 
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LETTER V. 



IRELAND. 



I NOW arrive at an epoch from which I may date the com- 
mencemeot of all thc^t deserves to be called life,* inasmuch 
as I had hitherto been living without God in the world. My 
existence was a feverish dream of vain pleasure first, and 
then of agitations and horrors. My mind was a chaos of 
useless information, my character of unapplied energies, my 
heart a waste of unclaimed affections, and my hope an 
enigma of confused speculations. I had plenty to do, yet 
felt that I was doing, nothing ; and. there was a growing 
want within my bosom, a craving af^er I knew not what ; a 
restless, unsatisfied, unhappy feeling, that seemed in quest 
of some unknown good. How this was awakened, I know 
not ; it was unaccompanied with any conviction of my own 
sinfulness, or any doubt of my perfect safety as a child of 
God. I did not anticipate any satisfaction from change 
of place : but readily prepared to pbey a summons from 
my husband to follow him to Ireland, whither he had gone 
to engage in a law-suit. To be sure I hated Ireland most 
cordially ; I had never seen it, and as a matter of choice 
would have preferred New South Wales, so completely was 
I influenced by the prevailing prejudice against that land of 
barbarism ! Many people despise Ireland, who, if you de- 
8* 
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mand a reason, will tell you it i^jl horrid place, and the peo- 
ple all savages ; hut if yon press for proofs and iilu^rations, 
furthermore such deponents say not. 

On a dull day in April I took my place, a solitary traveller, 
in the Shrewsbury bo^ch^, quite ignorant as to the road I 
was to travel, and far less at home than I should have been 
inr the wildest part of North America, or on the deck of a 
ship bounci to circumnavigate the globe. We rattled out 
of London, and the first thing that at all roused my attention 
was a moonlight view of Oxford, where we stopped at mid- 
night to change horses. Those old gray lowers, and mighty 
masses of ancient building, on which the silvery ray fell 
with fine efieet, awoke in my bosom two melancholy trains 
of thought ; one was the recollection of my father, whose 
enthusiastib attachment to hiii own university Jiad often pro- 
voked warm discussion with the no less attached Cantabs of 
our old social parties, and wfaq often held out to me, as the 
greatest of earthly gratifications a visit with him to that seat 
of learning which he would describe in glowing colours. 
But where was my ftither now V His poor girl, the delight 
of his eyes, and treasure ' of his heart, was in Oxford, with 
none to giiide, none to guard, none to speak a cheering 
word to her. I shrunk back in the coach ; aiid grieved over 
this till a sudden turning once more threw before me the 
outline of some magnificent old fabric bathed in moonlight, 
and that called up a fit of patriotism, calculated to darken 
yet more the prospect before me* This was England, my 
own proud England ; and these ** the cloud-capped towers, 
the gorgeous palaces," that distinguished her seat^ of learn- 
ing above all others. I was bound — for Ireland ! What 
English young lady had ever studied the history ctf tfiat re- 
mote, half-civilised settlement called Ireland ? Not I, cer- 
*tainly, nor any of my acquaintance ; but I took it for granted 
that Ireland had ho antiquities, nothing to distinguish her 
from other barbarous lands, except that her people ate po- 
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tatoes^ made blunders^ asd ivent lo laass.. I felt it a sort of 
degradation to have an Irish name, and to <go there as a 
resident ; but comforted myself by resolving never in ane 
particular to give into any Irish mode of livings speaking, or 
thinking, and to associate only with such as had been at 
least educated in England* 

The next day's rising sun shone upon Stratford-on-Avon ; 
and here revived in some degree my Sbaksperean mania, 
to the still higher exaltation of my English stilts, and the 
deeper debasement of all " rodgh Irish kernes." At Shrews- 
bury we parted with a kind old lady, who had shown, my 
som6 good-natured attentions^ and I was^ left with only an 
elderly gentleman, b^und also for Dublin, who told me we 
must start at 3 o'clock the following momidgfor Holyhead. 
I was dreadfully dejected, and told him I hoped he would 
not think the worse of me for beibg so utterly alone, and 
that he would excuse my retiring to my own apartment the 
instant^e had dined. He took pencil and paper, and with 
a glow of benevolent feeling expressed his anxious desire to 
take the same care of me that he would of his own daughter, 
and to look on me as his especial charge, until he should 
give me into the hands of my lawful protector. I thanked 
him, with true EngHsh reserve, and a coldness that seemed 
rather to grate on his warm feelings, and'having owned that 
his seeing my Newfoundland dog^well fed and lodged would 
be a great obligation, I withdrew to fret alone over my exile 
to this foreign. land. You may call this an exaggeration, but 
it is no such thing. I delight in dwelling upon my reluctant 
approach to the land that I was to love so fondly. 

Next day my miseries were alleviated by the enchanting 
beauties of the Welsh country through which we passed ; 
and my regard for Mr. D. greatly increased by the com- 
passionate c^re he took of a poor sickly woman and h^ 
ragged infant, whom he descried on the top of the coach, and 
fii^t threw his large cloak to them, then, with my cordial as- 
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seat, took them inside« and watched them most kindly until 
he fell asleep. I peeped into his kind, benevolent face, and 
inwardly confessed there might be some nice people in 
Ireland. 

At the inn where we dined, I made another acquaintance. 
A younger, but middle-aged man^ yrhose vivacity, Qombined 
with Welch mutton and ale, quite ^raised my spirits* Hearing 
from Mr. D. with what enthusiasm I had admired the sce- 
nery of I^IangoUen, he volunteered to hand me in at the 
coach window, a note of every remarkable place we should 
approach during the rest of the journey ; adding, '* I know 
the road pretty well, having traversed it at least twice a 
year for sixteen years, passing to and from my Irish home." 
He was a legal man, a finished gentleman, and another sad 
drawback on my perverse prejudices. Mr. F. proved an 
excellent descriptive giiide^ punctually reaching to me from 
the roof of the coach his little memoranda, in time for me 
to take a survey of the object concerned ; and also most 
assiduously aiding in the care of my luggage and dog when 
we were all put into the ferry-boat. 

There was then no bridge over the Menai, and I being in 
total ignorance of the route was not a little dismayed at 
the embarkation, forgetting that Holyhead was in Angle-sea, 
and that Anglesea* was an island. At last, when the boat 
pushed off, the opposite shore being hidden under the mist 
of deepening twtligbt, I addressed the ferryman in a tone of 
remonstrance that infinitely diverted the whole party, ** Surely 
you are notgoing to take me over in this way to Ireland I" 

»' No, no," said Mr. F., " you shall have a good night's 
rest, and a better sea-boat, before we start for the dear 
green isle." 

Steamers were not then upon the packet station, and the 
^nd being unfavourable, we had a passage of seventeen 
hours, not landing until two in the morning of Faster Sun- 
day. Nothing could exceed my discomfort, as you may 
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suppose, when I tell you that after paying my bill at Holy- 
head, I9 in a Qt of abstraction, deposited it very safely in 
my purse, anjdf in its stead threw away my last bank-note. 
The . mistake was not suspected until, in mid voyage^ I ex- 
amined the state of my finances, and found the sum total to 
amount to one shilling. This was an awful discovery ; my 
passage was paid, but how to reach Dublin was a mystery, 
and such was the untamed pride of my character that I 
would sooner have walked there than confessed to the fact, 
which might have been doubted, and laid myself under the 
obligation of a loan, which I was sure of repaying in a few 
hours, even to good old Mr. D. When I stepped from the 
deck of the packet upon the plank that rested against the 
pier of Howth, I had not one single halfpenny in my pocket, 
and I experienced, without the slightest emotion, one of the 
most hair-breadth escapes of my life. 

The water was very low; the plank, of course, sloped 
greatly, and, as soon as I set my foot on it, began to slide 
down. In another second I should have been plunged be- 
tween the vessel's side and the stone pier, without any hu- 
man possibility of rescue ; and already I had lost my bal- 
ance, when a sailor, springing on the bulwarks, caught me 
round the kne^s, and at the same instant Mr. F. throwing 
himself on the ground, seized and steadied the plank, until 
I recovered my footing and ran up. I shudder to recall the 
hardened indifference of my own spirit, while the kind, 
warm-hearted Irishmen were agitated with strong emotion, 
and all around me thanking God for my escape. Each of 
my friends thought I had landed under thexsare of the other ; 
while one had my dog, and the other my portmanteau. I 
received their fervent * cead-mille-failthe ' with cold polite- 
ness, and trod with feelings of disgust on the dear little 
green shamrocks that I now prize so fondly. 

We went to the hotel, and Mr. D. proposed my retiring 
to a chamber until the coach started ; but my empty purse 
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would not allow of that, so I said I preferred sitting where 
I was. Refreshments were ordered ; bat though in a state 
of ravenouji hunger, I steadily refused to touch them ; for 
I would not have allowed another person to pay for me, and 
was resoWed to conceal my loss as long as I could. I was 
ekcused, on the presumption of a qualmishness resulting 
from the tossing of the ship ; and most melancholy, most 
forloin were the feelings with which I watched through the 
large window the fading moonbeams and the dawning day. 
To my unspeakable joy, the two gentlemen proposed taking 
a post-chaise with me to Dublin, the expense being no more 
and the comfort much greater than going by coach ; and 
imving requested Mr. F. to keep an exact account of my 
share in the charges, I took my seat beside them with a lar 
lighter heart ;^ my dog being on the foot-board in front of 
the carriage. 

Away we drove, our horses being young, fresh, and in 
high condition. It was a glorious morning, and vainly did 
I strive not to admire the scenery, as one afler another of 
the beautiful^ villas that adorn the Howth road gleamed out 
in the 4inowy whiteness that characterizes the houses there ; 
generally embosomed in trees, and surrounded by gardens, 
on the rising^ grounds^ We were descending the hilly road 
very rapidly, when by some means the horses took fright, 
and broke into a full gallop, crossing and recrossing the road 
in a fearful manner. The driver was thrown on the foot- 
board, poor Tajo hung by his chain against the horses' legs, 
and our situation was most critical. I had suffered from 
one upset in America, and resolved not to encounter anoth« 
er ; so quietly gathering my long riding hi^it about me with 
one hand, and putting the other out at the window, I open- 
ed the door, and with one active spring flung myself out. 
Tou know the extreme peril, the almost certain destruction 
of such a leap from a carriage at full speed ; I did not, or 
certainly I would not have taken it However, at that very 
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instant of time, the horses made a dead stop ; and the chaise 
romaioed stationary only a few paces in advance of me. 

Was not the hand of Godi here ? Ob^ surel]( it was, in 
^e most marked and wonderful manner. No cause could 
be assigned for the arrest of the animals ; the driver had 
lost the reins, and no one was near. ^ I had fallen flat on 
the road-side, justgrazing my gloves with the gravel, and 
getting a good mouthf\il of the soil, with which my face was 
brought into involuntary contact. In a moment I dprang to 
my feet, and blowing it out exclaimed with a laugh, ' Oh, 
well ! I suppose I am to love this country after all ; for I 
have kissed it in spite of me.' I then ran to help my dog 
out of htiB disagreeable state of suspension, and returned to 
my friends, who were frightened and angry too, and who 
refused to let me into the chaise unless I positively promised 
not to jump out any more. To shorten the tale, I reached 
the Hibernian hotel, where my . husband was, seized some 
money, and paid my expenses y^ ithout any one having dis- 
covered that I was a complete bankrupt up to that minute. 

I have been very prolix here ; for I cannot overlook a 
single incident connected with this eventful journey. Never 
did any one less anticipate a blessing, or look for happiness 
Uian I in visiting Ireland. I cannot enter into more par- 
ticulars, because it would involve the names of friends who 
might not wish to figure in print ; but if these pages ever 
meet the eyes of any who gave me the first day's welcome 
in Dublin, let them be assured that the remembrance o(^ 
their tender kindness, the glowing warmth of their open 
hospitality, and tiieir solicitude to make the poor stranger 
happy among them, broke through the ice of a heart that 
had frozen itself up in most unnatural reserve, and gave life 
to the first pulse that played within it, of the love that soon 
pervaded its every vein — the l9ve of dear generous Ire- 
land. 

My first journey ii^to the interior was to the King's coun- 
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ty, where I passed some weeks in a house most curiously 
situated, with an open prospect of ten miles pure bog in 
front of it - Being newly built, nothing had yet had time to 
grow ; but its owner, one of the most delightful old gentlemen 
I ever met with, had spared no cost to render it commodious 
and handsome. He was a fine specimen of the hospitable 
Irish gentlemen, and took great pleasure in bringing me ac- 
quainted with the customs of a people and the features of a 
place so new to me. Indeed, it was my first introduction 
to what was really Irish, for Dublin is too much of a capital 
city 'to afiTord many specimens of distinct nationality. On 
that great festival of the peasantry, St. John's eve, Mr. C. 
resolved on giving his tenants and neighbours a treat that 
should also enlighten me on one of their most singular relics 
of paganism. It is the custom at sunset on that evening to 
kindle numerous immense fires throughout the country, 
built like our bonfires, to a great height, the pile being com- 
posed of turf, bog-wood, and «uch other combustibles as 
they can gather. The turf yields a steady, substantial body 
of fire, the bog- wood a most brilliant flame ; and the effect 
of these great beacons blazing on every hill, sending up 
volumes of smoke from every point of the horizon, is very 
remarkable. Ours was a magnificent one, being provided 
by the landlord as a compliment to his people, and was 
built on the lawn, as close beside the house as safety would 
admit. Early in the evening the peasants began to as- 
semble, all habited in their best array, glowing with health, 
every countenance full of that sparkling animation and ex- 
cess of enjoyment that characterizes the enthusiastic people 
of the land. I had never seen anything resembling it, and 
was exceedingly delighted with their handsome, intelligent, 
merry faces, the bold bearing of the men, and the playful, 
but really modest deportment of the maidens ; the vivacity 
of the aged people, and the wild glee of the children. The 
fire being kindled, a splendid blaze shot up, and for a while 
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they stood contidiiiplatuig it, wkh faces strangdlj disfigured 
by the peculiar light first emitted when bogwood is thrown 
on ; after a short pause, the ground was cleared in fixmt of 
an old blind piper, the very heau-ideal of energy, drollery, 
and shrewdness, who, seated on a low chair, with a well 
plenished jug within his reach, screwed his pipes to the live* 
liest tunes, and the endless jig begap. 

An Irish jig is interminable, so long as the party holds 
together ; for when one of the dancers becomes fatigued, a 
firesh individual is ready to step into the vacated place quick 
as thought ;v so that the^ther does not pause, until in like 
manner obliged to give place to a successor. They con- 
tinue footing it, and setting to one another, occasionally 
moving in a figure, and changing places, with extraordinary 
rapidity, spirit, and grace. Few indeed among even the 
very lowest of the most impoverished class have grown into 
youth without obtaining some lessons in this accomplish- 
ment firom the tr^tvelling dancing-masters of tfa^ir district; 
and certainly in the way they use it, many would be dis- 
posed to grant a dispensation to the young peasant which 
they would withhold from the young peer. It is, however, 
sadly abused among them, to Sabbath-bi-eaking, revellings, 
and the most immoral scenes, where they are congregated 
and kept together under its influence ; and the same scene, 
enacted a year afterwards, would have awoke in my mind 
very different feelings from those with which I regarded 
this first spectacle of Irish hilarity, when I could hardly be 
restrained by the laughing remonstrances of * the quality ' 
from throwing myself into the midst of the joyous group, 
and dancing with them. 

But something was to follow that puzzled me not a little ; 

when the fire had burned for some hours, and got low, an 

indispensable part of the ceremony commenced. , Every 

one present of the peasantry, passed through it, and several 

■ children were thrown across the sparkling embers ; while a 

9 
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wooden frame of some eight feet long, with a horse^s head 
fixed to one end, and a large white sheet thrown over it, 
concealing the wood aird the man on whose head it was 
carried, made its appearance*. This was greeted with loud 
shoi^ts as the '* white horse; " and having been safely carried 
by the skill of its bearer several times through the fire with 
a bold leap, it pursued the people, whp ran screaming and 
laughing in every direiction. I asked what the hprae was 
meant for, and was told it represented all cattle. Here was 
the old pagan worship of Baal, if not of Moloch too, carried 
on openly and universally in the heart of a nominally Chris- 
tian country, and by millions professing the Christian nau^f 
I was confounded, for I did not then know that Bopery is 
only a crafty adaptation of pagan idolatries to its own scheme ; 
and while I looked upon the now wildly excited t>eopIe, with 
their children and, in a figure, aU their cattle passing agam 
and again through the fire, I almost questioned in mv own 
mind the lawfulness of the spectacle, considered in the light 
that the Bible must, even to Jhe natural heart, exhibt it in to 
those who confess the true God. There was no one to 
whom I could breathe such thoughts, and they soon faded 
from my mind : not so the impression made on it by this 
fair specimen of a population whom I had long classed with 
the savage inhabitants of barbarous lands, picturing them to 
myself as dark, ferocious, discontented, and malignant. That 
such was the reverse of their natural character I now began 
to feel convinced; and from that evening my heart gmdudly 
warmed towards a race whom I found to be frank, warm, and 
affectionate beyond any I had ever met with. 

My interest in them, however, was soon to be placed on 
another and a firmer basis. I took up my permanent abode 
in a neighbouring cpunty ; and within six months afler that 
celebration of St. John's eve I experienced the mighty power 
of God in a way truly marvellous. Great and marvellous 
are all his works : in creating, in sustaining, in governing 
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this world of wondeiful creatures ; but oh, how surpassingly 
marvellous and great in redeeming lost sinners, in taking 
away the heart of stone, and giving a heart of flesh, and 
making his people willing io the day of his power ! I have 
carefully ahstaioed from any particulars respecting myself 
that could either cast a reproach on the dead or give pain to 
the living : I shall do so stUl, and merely remark that as far 
as this world was concerned my lot had nd happiness mingled 
in it, and that my only solace under many grievous trials 
consisted in two things } 6ne was a careful concealment of 
whatever might subject my proud* spirit to the mortification 
fii being pitied when I desired rather to be envied ; and the 
dther a confident assurance that in sufibring afflictions 
silently, unresistingly, and uncomplainingly, I was making 
God my debtor to a large amount. What desperate wick- 
edness of a deceived and deceitful heart was this ! The 
very -thing in which I so arrogantly vaunted myself before 
€rod wfis the direct result of personal pride, in itself a great 
sin ; and thus I truly gloried in my shame. I never looked 
beyond the rod to Him who had appoTmted it ; but satisf3ring 
myself that I had not merited, from man, any severity, my 
demerits at the hand of the Most High were wholly put 
out of the calculation. Thus, of course, ^every stroke drove 
me furher from the only Rock of refuge, and deeper into 
the fastness of my own vain conceits. Added to this I w as 
wholly shut out from all the ordinary means by which th e 
Lord usually calls sinners to himself. There was no gospel 
ministry then Within my reach ; nor could I^ if it were pro- 
vided, have profited by it, bwing to my infirmity. Into 
Christian society I had never entered ; nor had the least 
' glimmer of spiritual light shone into my mind. My religion 
was that of the pharisee, and my addresses to God included, 
like his, an acknowledgment that it was by divine favour I 
was so much better than my neighbours. Reality had so 
far chased away ro^nce, that my old favourite authors had 
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Iktle power to cbarm me ; and the hoUowness of my affected 
gayety and ease made society a very sickeoing thing. Be- 
sides, ^t my firdt coming to the very aristocratical little town 
where I then resided, I was neglected in a manner very 
mortifying to one who had been accustomed to find her level 
in society even a grade higher than that ; and this was most 
mercifully ordered, not only to humble my intolerable pride, 
but to smooth the way for that separtition from ^rldly asso- 
ciates which was soon to become the desire of my heart, and 
to aid me in afterwards withstanding the temptiUion of nKMSt 
eahiest and affectionate attentions from all argund me, when, 
by means of an old friend very high indeed in militaiy com- 
mand, my real standing in society became b^etter known to 
them. 

At the time I am now to speak of, I was living in perfect 

seclusion, and uninterrupted solitude. Captain ^ was 

always in Dublin, and my chief occupation was in bunting 
out, and transcribing and arranging matter for the profes- 
sional gentlemen conducting the law-suit, from a mass of 
confused family papers and documents^ Our property con- 
sisted of a large nun^ber of poor cabins, with their adjoining 
lapd, forming a complete street on the outskirts of the town, 
which was greatly in arrear to the head landlqrds^.and a 
periodical *' distress " took place. > On these occasions, a 
keeper was set over the property; sonae legal papers were 
served, and the household goods, consisting of iron kettles, 
wooden ^tools, broken tables* a ragged blanket or two, and 
the little store of potatoes, the sole support of the. wretched 
inhabitants, were brought outv piled in a long row down the 
street, and ' canted,' that is, put np to sale, fcH' the payment 
of, porhaps, one or two per cent of the arreairs. This horri- 
fied me beyt>nd measure : I was ashatmed to be seen among 
the people who were called our tenants, though this proceed- 
ing did not emanate from their immedit^te landlord ; aud 
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every thing combiDed to render the seclusion of my own 
garden more congenial to me than any wider range* 

It was then that I came to the resolution of being a perfect 
devotee in religion : I thought myself marvellously good ; 
but something of monastic mania seized me. I determined 
to emulate the recluses of whom 1 had often read ; to b^ome 
a sort of^Protestant nun ; and to fancy my garden, wiUi its 
high stone walls, and little thicket of apple-trees, a convent 
enclosure. I also settled it with myself to pray three or four 
times every day, instead of twice ; and with great alacrity en- 
tered upon this new routine of devotion. 

Here God met^ and arrested me. When I kneeled down 
to pray, the strangest alarms took hold of my mind. He to 
whom I had been accustomed to prate with flippant volubility 
in a set form of heartless words, seemed to my startled mind 
so exceedingly terrible in unapproachable majesty, and so 
very angry with me in particular, that I became paralyzed 
with fear. I strove against this with characteristic perti- 
nacity ; I called to mind all the common-place assurances 
respiecting the sufficiency of a good intention, and magnified 
alike my doings and my sufferings. I persuaded myself it 
was only a holy awe, the effect of distinguished piety and 
rare humility, and that I was really an object of the divine 
complacency in no ordinary degree. Again I essayed to 
pray, but m vain ; I dared not. Then I attributed it to a 
nervous state of feeling that would wear away by a little 
abstraction from the subject ; but this would not do. To 
leave off praying was impossible, yet to pray seemed equally 
so. I well remember that the character in which I chiefly 
viewed the Lord God was that of an Avenger, going forth to 
smite the first-born of Egypt ; and I some how identified my- 
self with the condemned number. Often, after kneeling a 
long time, I have laid my face upon my arms, and wept most 
bitterly because I could not, dared not pray. 

It was not in my nature to be driven back easily from any 
9* 
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path I had entered oo ; and here the Lord wrought on me 
to persevere resc^utely. I began to examine myself, in 
order to discover vfhy I was afraid, and taking as my rule 
the ten commandments, I found myself sadly deficient on 
some poiints. The tenth affected me as it never had done 
before. ^' I had not known lust," because I had not under- 
stood the la^ when it said «* Thou shalt not covet." A 
casual glance at the declaration of St James, "Whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all," alarmed me exceedingly ; and on a sudden it occur- 
red to me that not only the ten commandments, but all the 
precepts of the New Testament were binding on a Chijadan ; 
and I trembled more than ever. 

What was to be done ? To reform myself, certainly, and 
become obedient to the whole law. Accordingly I went to 
work, transcribed all the commands that I felt myself n^st 
in the habit of neglecting, and pinned up a dozen or two 
texts around my room. It required no smsdl effort to enter 
this apartment and walk round it, reading my momentos. 
That active schoolmaster, the law, had got m^ fairly under 
his rod, and dreadful were the wriihings of the convicted 
culprit ! I soon, however, took down my texts, fearing lest 
any one else might see them, and not knowing they were 
for myself, be exasperated. I then made a little book, wrote 
do\Yn a list of offences, and commenced making a dot ovte 
against each, whenever I detected myself in the conmiission 
of one. I had become very watchful over my thoughts,^and 
was honest in recording all evil ; so my book becaiQe a 
mass of black dots ; and the reflection that oecdrred to me 
of omissions being sins too, completed the pani^ of my mind. 
I flung away my bopk into the Are, and myself into an abyss 
of gloomy despair. 

How long this miserable state of mind lasted, I do not ex- 
actly remember; I think about two weeks. I could not 
pray. I dared not read the Bible, it bore so very hard upon 
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me. Outwardly t was calm and even cheerful, but within 
reigned the very blackness of darkness. Death, with which 
I bad ^o often sported, appeared in my eyes sb tdrrible that 
the slightest (eeling of illness filled my soul with dismay. I 
saw no way of escape : I had God's perfect law before my 
eyes; and a full conviction of my own past sba fulness and 
prieaent helplessnessf leaving me wholly without hope. Hith- 
erto I had never known a day's illness for years; one of 
Grod's rich mercies to me consisted in uninterrupted healthy 
and a wonderful freedom from all nervous affections. I 
knew almost as little of the sensation of a head«-ache as I did 
of that of tight-lacing; and now a violent coldj with sore 
throat, aggravated into fever by the state of my mind, com- 
pletely prostrated me. I laid myself down on the sofa one 
morning and waited to see how^my earthly miseries would ter- 
minate ; too well knowing what must follow the close of a 
sinner's life. 

I had not lain long, when a neighbour hearing I was ill, 
sent me some books, just received from Dublin, as a loan, 
hoping I might find some amusement in them. Listlessly, 
wretchedly, mechanically I opened 6ile — it was the memoir 
of a departed son, written by his father. I read a page, de» 
scribing the approach of death, add was arrested by the youth's 
expressions of self-condemnation, his humble acknowledge- 
ment of having deserved at the Lord's hand nothing but eter- 
nal death. 'Ah, poor fellow,' said I^ 'he was like me. 
How dreadfbl his end must have been ! I will see what he said 
at last, when on the very brink of the bottomless pit. ' I re- 
sumed the book ; and found him in continuation glorifying 
God that though ^e was so guilty and so vile, there was One 
able to save to the uttermost, who bad borne his sins, satis- 
fied divine justice for hifti, opened the ^tes of heaven, and 
now waited to receive his ransomed soul. 

The book dropped from my hands. * Oh, what is this ? 
This is what I want : this would save me. Who did this 
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for him ? Jesus Ghristi certainly ; and it myst be written 
in the New Testament. I tried to jump up and reach my 
Bible, but was overpowered by tbe, emotion of my mind. I 
clasped my hands over my eyes,, and then the blessed ef- 
fects of having even' a literal knowledge of scripture were 
apparent. Memory brought before me, as the Holy Spirit 
directed it, not here and there a detached text, but whole 
chapters, as they had long been committed to its safe but 
hitherto linfrpfitable keeping. The veil /was removed from 
my heart, and Jesus Christ, as the Alpha and Omega, the 
sum and substance of everything, shone out upon me just 
as He is set forth in the everlasting gospel* It was the 
same as if I had beea reading, because I knew it so well 
by rote, only much mote rapid, as thought always is. in 
this there was nothing uncommon ; but in the opemng of 
the understcmding^ that I might uderstand the scriptures^ 
was the mighty miracle of grace and truth. There I lay, 
still as death, my hands still folded over my eyes, my very 
soul basking in the pure,,cahn, holy light that strea/ned into 
it through the appointed channel of God's word. Rapture 
was not what I felt^ excitement) enthusiasm, agitation, 
there was none. I was like a person long enclosed in a 
dark dungeon, the walls of which had now fallen down, and 
I looked round on a sunny landscape of calm and glorious 
beauty. I well remember that the Lord Jesus, in the cha't 
racter of a shepherd, of a star, and, above all, as the pearl 
of gr^at price, seeded revealed to me most beautifully ; 
that he could save everyjbody I at once saw ; that he would 
save me, never even took the form of a question. Those 
who have received the gospel by man's preaching may 
doubt and cavil : I took it simply from the Bible, in the 
words that God's wisdom teacheth, and thus I argued : — 
* Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners : I am 
a sinner : I want to be saved : he will save me.' Th^re 
is no presumption in taking G6d at his word : not to do so 
is very impertinent : I did it, and I was happy. 
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After some time I rose from the sofa, and walked about ; 
my feelings were delicious. I had found Him of whom 
Moses, in the law, and the prophets, did write; I had 
found the very Paschal Lamb, ladipse blood would be my 
safeguard from the destroying angeL Oh, how delicious 
Was that particular thought to me! It w^s one of the first 
that occurred, and I laughed with gladness. Indeed my 
feeling was very joyous, and I only wanted Somebody to 
tell it to. I had two servants, one a young woman, the 
other a little girl, both papists, both loving me with Irish 
warmth. They were delighted to see me so well and hap- 
py on a sudden ; and in the evening I bade them come to 
r my room, for I was going to read a beautiful book, and 
would read it aloud. I began the gospel of St. Matthew, 
and read nine chapters to them, their wonder and delight 
increasing my joy. Whenever I proposed leaving off, they 
begged for more ; and only for my poor throat I think we 
should have gone on till day. I prayed with them, and 
what a night's rest I had ! Sleep so sweet, a waking so 
happy, and a joy so unclouded through the day, what but 
the gospel could bestow? Few, velry few have been so 
privileged as I was, to be led alone with the infallible teach* 
ing of God the Holy Ghost, by means of the written word, 
for many Weeiks, and so to get a thorough knowledge of the 
great doctrines of salvation, unclouded by man's vain wis* 
dom. I knew not that in the world there were any who 
had made the same discovery with myself. Of all schemes 
of doctrine I was wholly ignorant, and the only system of 
theology open to me was God's own. All the faculties of 
my mind were roused and brightened for the work. I pray- 
ed, without ceasing, for divine instruction ; and took, with- 
out cavilling, what was vouchsafed. On this subject I must 
enter more largely, for it is one of immense importance. 
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LETTEH VI. 



RELIGIOUS PROGRESS. 



I AM standing before you now in the character of one who* 
having been brought under^onviction of sin into utter-self- 
despair, had found in Christ Jesus a refuge from the storm 
of God's anger. I felt myself safe in I]im ; but as the rerela- 
tiou which God had made to man was not confinedto the alone 
point of a satisfaction fbr the sins of men, I felt it my boun- 
den duty tp search for all that the Most High had seen 
good to acquaint his people with. At the same time I found 
myself a member of a church, calling itself Christian ; but I, 
too, had called myself a Christian, ^hile as yet wholly igno- 
rant of Christ, therefore I could not depend upon a name. 
I knew that there were other churches, each putting in a 
claim to a higher and purer standard than Ms neighbours, 
and it behooved pae to know which of them all was in the 
right. I had ho books of a religious character; not one : 
no clergyman among my acquaintance, nO means of inqui- 
ry, save as regarded my own church, whose Liturgy and 
Articles lay before me. I resolved to bring them first to 
the test of scripture ; and if they failed, to look out for a 
better. 

How I commenced the work, and perused it, I need not 
state. I tried everything, as well as t couid, by the Bible ; 
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and my satisfaction was great to find the purest, clearest 
strain of evangelical truth breathing through the book which 
I had used all my life long, as I did the Bib]e» without en- 
tering into its real meaning. How I could possibly escape 
seeing the doctrines o&faith, regeneration, and the rest of 
God's revelation in them both, was strange to me ; but I 
understood that the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, and mourned over the darkness that I 
supposed universal. 

I found it dtstinctiy stated by our Loird^ that "except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God ;" 
and this served as a key to many passages in the Epistles, 
and other parts of scripture illustrative of the same sol- 
emn truth. I had never understood, never thought of this. 
Did my church hold it ? Yes ; it was not only laid down 
as a fundamental doctrine in her Articles, but constantly 
put into the^mouths of her congregation, either expressed or 
clearly implied. Again, I found that not by works but by 
faith I was to bf' justified before God ; and this also ran 
through the prayer-book, with unvarying distinctness — ' 
though with that book in my hand, and its contents on my 
lips, I had been hithertp attempting to scale heaven by a 
ladder of my own forming. I then tried the creeds hy scrip- 
ture, which would have been a very laborious work, unas- 
sisted as I was by any exposition or references, had not my 
memory been well stored with the word of God, while, as 
I humbly hope, the Holy Spirit took of the things of Christ, 
and showed them unto me. The only clause in the creeds 
that startled me was that of our Lord's descent into hell ; 
that he ever visited the place of the condemned spirits I 
could not believe, no^ do I now believe it, nor ever for a 
moment gave credit to the monstrous assertion since that 
period. If by hell is meant the place of separated souls, as 
I was afterwards told, why not call it by a less ambiguous 
name ? However, I would not for one uncertain phrase. 
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which! then suspected and dowIuiow to be a modern inter- 
polation, reject a whole system. I contented myself with 
refraining from making that confession ; and on all occa- 
sions substituting when I could the beautiful Nicene creed 
for ,the other. Of course, this declaration will bring on me 
a storm of censure from some quarters : so be it. I am 
relating facts ; and happy would it be for the church and 
country if all who in some minor matters hesitate at using 
expressions made choice of by the fallible compilers of mere 
human compositions, would allow themselves the same lib- 
erty, instead of falling into schism and swelling the ranks of 
dissent. 

The Athanasian creed Iwrought to my recollection a cir- 
cumstance that had occurred a few years before ; the im- 
portance of which had never beep known to me until I was 
brought acquainted with the saving truths of the gospel. I 
now looked back upon it with trembling joy and gratitude to 
Him who had preserved me from a snare iniS which the 
pride of intellect, joined to spiritual ignorance, would have 
been sure to lead me, but for the watchful care of my Heav- 
enly Father, still working by means of my blind but sincere 
reverence for his word. I have mentioned that in my na- 
tive town Spcinianism flourished to a fearful extent ; it has 
long been a very hotbed of that fatal heresy; the holders 
of which are found among many leading characters of 
wealth, influence, and high attainments. I knew no more 
of it thaq that it was one of the many forms of dissent, with 
which I had nothing to do ; I was acquainted with several 
of its disciples ; but as religion fornied no part of our social 
intercourse, its peculiarities were wholly unknown to me. 

STot long before my trip to America, I had been staying 
in . Norwich, in the same house with a most clever, intelli- 
gent, and amiable woman, of whom I was very fond. I 
knew her to be a Dii^senter, and that was alL One evening 
she drew me into a conversation, the coounencement of 
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which I forgety but it soon utived at a denialf on her partt 
of the Godhead of Christ; iiHiich exceedingly astonished 
me, for I never supposed ^at could be called in question. 
I ran for the Bible, saying I would soon show her that 
it was ifot tp be disputed ; and she in return asserted that I 
could not prove it out of the inspir$d scripiure^. Afler 
pondering for awhile, I recoHected the first chapter of Reve- 
lation, which for its sublimity I ranked among the highest of 
my poetical gen\9» and tt^t it unequivocally proclaimed the 
divinity of our glorioud Lord. I opened at it, on which she 
burst into a laugh, saying, ^ Tou are not so weak as to fan^ 
cy that book of riddles any part ^of .God's word V * Why, 
iz is in the Bible, you see,' replied I, half indignantly. *And 
who put it there? CoiKie, you are a person of too much 
sense to believe that the binding up of <jertain leaves be- 
tween the two covers of the Bible makes them a part of )t 
Tou must exercise the reason that God has given you ; and 
in so doing you will discover so many interpolations and de- 
ceptions in that version of vyours, that you will be glad to 
find a more accurate one.'' 

She continued in the same strain for some time. I was 
greatly agitated : I closed the great Bible, and leaning on 
it, with folding arms, my heart beating violently against 
the bright i^d cover, I gave heed to all she said. My love 
of novelty, passion for investigation, and the metaphysical 
turn that had sometimes made my father quite uneasy about 
me, when he saw me at eight years old pouring over ab^ 
struse reasonings with the zest of an old philosopher, were 
all in her favour. I Kelt as if the foundation of my faith 
was giving way, and I was being launched on -a sea of 
strange uncertainty. When she concluded, I laid my fore- 
head on the book, in most deep and anxious thought. I 
did not pray : God was found of one who sought him not ; 
for surely he alone dictated my answer. I started up, and 

with the greatest vivacity said, • Mrs. » ^f you can per- 

10 
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suade rae that the book of Revektion is uot inspired, ao* 
other person may do the same with regard to the book of Ge- 
nesis ; and so of all that lie between thera, till the whole 
Bible is taken away from me. That will never do ; I can- 
not part with> my dear Bible. I beliere it all, every word 
of it; and I am sure I should be miserable if I did nbt' 
Then, kissing the precious vplume with the affection one 
feds for what is in danger of being lost to us, I carried^ it 
back td its sheli^ and declined any further discussion on the 
subject. She told some one else she wa^ sure of having 
me yet : but the good providence of fiod interposed to re- 
move me from the scene of danger. 

That metaphysical turn I omitted to mention among my 
early snares : my father checked it althou^ it was a great 
hobby of his own. He had seen its fearful abuse in the 
origin of the French revolution, and regarded it as one of 
the evil spirits of the age. I recollect the mixture of mirth 
and vexation depicted in his face one morning, when, on 
remarking that I did not look well, and inquiring if any thing 
ailed me, I replied, * No, but I could tfot get any sleep.' 

* What prevented your sleeping 1 ^ 

* I was thinking, papa, of ^ Cogito^ etgo mm,'' and I lay 
awake, trying te find out all about it' 

*■ ^^ Cogitot ^go 9um ! " ' repeated my father, laughing 
and frowning at the same time, ^ what Will you be at twenty, 
if you dabble in metaphysics before you are ten \ Come, 
I must set you to study £uclid : that will sober your wild 
faec^d a little.' I took the book with great glee, delighted to 
have a new field of inquiry; but soon threw it aside. Math- 
ematics and I could never agree. Speculative and imagi- 
native in an extraordinary degree, carrying muph sail with 
scarcely any ballast, what but the ever- watchful care of Him 
who sitteth upon the circle of the earth could have preserved 
from fatal wrecking a vessel so frail, while yet without pilot, 
helmor chart ! 
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It WER the recotlection of my short encounter with the 
Sctoiniao that satisfied me respecting the Athnnasian creed. 
I felt that had I taken up its bold assertions, and established 
ererj one of thenn as now I did, by Scripture, no sophistry 
could have staggered my faith, though it had been but a 
reasoning, not a saving faith, in that high doctrine of the 
co-existent co-equal Trinity. I did not then know, — for 
of all Church history I was ignorant, — that its original 
object was not so much to establish a truth, as to detect and 
defeat a falsehood. The damnatory clauses, as they are 
called, did not startle me. I saw clearly the fact that God 
had made a revelation of Himself to mkn, which revelation 
man was not at liberty to receive or to reject ; and as with- 
out faith it is inipossible to please God, and that alone is 
fiuth which implicitly believes the re(^ord that he^hath given 
of his Son, the deductions in question were perfectly fair 
and orthodox. I frequeotiy wondered, when subsequently 
brought into the arena of various controversies, at the ease 
with which, aided by the Bible alone, 1 settled so many dis- 
puted points ; and as it really was by the Bible I settled 
them, man's teaching has never yet 6n any subject altered 
my viewar 

The only serious difficulty that I met, was in tiying to 
receive the doctrine of Election. I read the seventeenth 
article, where I, at least, found it most palpably insisted on ; 
aod I remembered having, in childhood, heard many hot 
disputes on that subject. My grandmother beld it, but she 
was nearly alone in her opinion ; and I was accustomed to 
hear it very much denounced, which no doubt lefl a preju- 
dice on my mind. I resolved to search it out most diligently : 
but wishing first to be thoroughly grounded in the vital points 
of the co-eqaaUty of the three persons in the Godbead, I read 
the Book of the Acts with an express view to the liftter. In 
so doing, I becanie fully and undesignedly convinced on that 
of Election as held by those called Galvibistic divines, not 
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6ne of whom, to mj knowledge, bad I ever met with. After 
this I traciBd it in every part of the Scriptufres, running like a 
golden thread through the whole .Bible. I have been closely 
pressed bj its opponents on more than one occasion, and 
urged to read treatises on the subject ; pro or con, no treatises 
have I read: man can tell roe no more than that Crod has 
clearly revealed it, therefore man cannot strengthen a belief 
founded on the sure word of God : or if he tells mo it is not 
revealedj I know that it is ; .because I have fqnnd it bo, and 
relinquish it I never can. 

Whether it be regarded as presumptuous or not» I m\ist 
thankfully avow that during the weeks when I was lef\ alone 
with my Bibje, I obtained a view of the whole scheme of 
redemption, and God's dealings with man, which to this hour 
I have never found reasoi^ to alteir in any one respect, save 
as greater^ light has continually broken in on each branch of 
the subject, strengthening, not changing those views. Tou 
will see in the progress of my sketchj how complete a bul- 
wark against error in numberless shapes I have found in this 
simple adherence to the plain -itord of truth; this habit of 
bringing every proposition ** to the law and to the testi- 
mony ; " fully persuaded that '* if they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is no light in them. 

I now proceed to an interesting epoch in my life: the 
commencement of my literary labours in the Lord's cause* 
It marks very strohgly the over-ruling hand of Him who was 
working all things after the counsel of his. own will ; and I 
will give it you without curtailment, together with my intro- 
duction, through it, to the Christian community of the land. 
My life, as I told you, was. solitary and retired ; my time 
chiefly passed in writing out documentary matters for the 
lawyers. The low-suit, concerning a property not worth 
litigating, had already.been carried into three courts. Chan- 
cery, King's Bench, and Prerogative, and the labour devolv- 
ing on me was rnost irksome. The circumstance of my 
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using the pen so incessantly became known, and I was locked 
on as a literary recluse. One day a lady, personally unknown 
to me, but whose indefatigable zeal was always seeking the 
good of others, sent me a parcel of tracts. With equal 
wonder and delight I opened one of them, a simple, spiritual 
little productioQ ; and the next that I took up was an induce- 
ment to distribute tracks among the poor. From this I 
learned that some excellent people wiere engaged in a 
work quite new to me ; and, with a sigh, I wished I had the 
means of contributing to their funds. Presently the thought 
flashed upon me, * Since I cannot give them .money, may 
I not write something to be useful in the same way?' I 
had just then no work before me ; and a long winter eve- 
ning at command. I ordered large candles, told the ser- 
vants itot to interrupt me, and sat down to my novel task. 
I began about seven o'clock, and wrote till three in the 
mining ; when I found I haid produced a complete little 
story, in the progress of which I had been enabled so to set 
fortii the truth as it is in Jesus, that on reading it over I was 
amazed at the statement I had made of scriptural truth, and 
sunk on my knees in thsinkfulness to God. Next morning I 
awoke, full of joy, but much puzzled^is to what I should do with 
my tract. At length, in the simplicity of my heart, I resolved 
to send it to the Bishop of Norwich, and busied myself, at 
the breakfast- table,' in computing how many franks it would 
fill. While thus employed, a note was put into my hands, 
from Miss D., apologizing for the liberty taken, saying she 
had sent me, the day before^ some tracts, and as she heard 
I was much occupied with the pen, it had occurred to her 
that I might be led to write something myself, nn the possi- 
bility of which she now enclosed the address of the Secretary 
to die Dublin Tract Society, to whom such aid would be 
most welcome. 

I was absolutely awe-struck by this very striking incident. 
I saw in it a gracious acceptance of my free-will offering at 

10* 
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His hands to whom it bad been prayerfully dedicated : and 
in two hours the manuscript was on its way to Dublin, With 
a very simple letter to the Secretary. A cordial answer, 
commendatory of my tract, and earnestly eptreating a con- 
tinuance of such aid soon reached me, with some remarks 
and <)uestions that required a fuller communication of my 
circumstances and feelings. He had recommended frequent 
intercourse with the peasantry, of whose habits and modes 
of expression I was evidently ignorant, and I then mentioned 
my loss of hearing as a bar to this branch of usefulness. 
His rejoinder was the overflowing of a truly Christian heart, 
very much touched by an artless account of the Lord's deal- 
ings with me ; and greatly did my spirit rejoice at having 
founds brother in the faith thus to cheer and strengthen me. 

But alas! a few days afterwards, Miss D. whom I had 
still never seen, wrote ta apprize me that ibis excellent man 
had ruptured a blood-vessel and was dying. Still he did not 
forget me, but after lingering for some weeks, on hia death- 
bed commended me to the friendships of his brother, wha 
from that period proved a true and valuable helper to me. 

Meanwhile I was beginnii^ to take a view of Popery, 
under the light of the gospel. As yet, I knew nothing of it 
spiritually ; and my retired life kept me from observing how 
it worked among the poor people around. My attention wais 
first directed to it by a conversation with the younger of my 
two servants ; shei^lept in my apartment, and I remarked 
that while kneeling at her devotions she not only uttered 
them with amazing rapidity, but carried on all the while the 
operation of undressing, with perfect inattention to what she 
was saying. I asked her the purport of her prayers ; ^e 
told me she said the ** Our Father," and then the " Hail 
Mary : " at my request she repeated the latter, and I gave 
her a gentle lecture on the irreverence of chattering to God 
so volubly, and of employing herself about her clothes at the 
same time ; adding that she should be devout, deliberate. 
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and quiet whilo spej&ing to God ; but as for the Yirgio 
Mary it was no matter how she addressed her, if address 
her she would, for being only a dead woman she could know 
nothing about it. This, I am ashamed to say, was the ex- 
tent of my actual protest at that time. The girl took it all 
very readily, and ever after, during her address to God she 
knelt with her hands joined, repeating the words slowly and 
seriously; but the moment she commenced the '* Hail 
Mary," to make Up for lost time she prattled it so rapidly, 
and tore open the fastenings of her dress with such bustling 
speed, that I could scarcely refrain from laughing. A little 
reflection, however, convinced me it was an act of idolatry, 
and no laughing n^atter ; and from that time I inquired as 
deeply as I could into their faith and practice ; constantly 
showing them from the Scriptures how contrary their religion 
was to that of the gospel. Still it was but a very partial and 
superficial view that I could as yet obtain of the great mys-' 
tery of iniquity through these ignorant and thoughtless girls ; 
and to thb must be attributed my sad failure in not warning 
them more distinctly to come out of Babylon. I rather tried 
to patch up the old, decayed, tattered garment with the new 
piece of the gospel, as many moi'e have done ; and so to 
naake the rent ^orse instead of replacing the vile article 
with one of God^s providing. 

One of the most interesting and delightful subjects open<ed 
to Qtie by my study of the Scriptures during this happy pe- 
riod was that of the Jews. I had always felt deeply in- 
terested for them, and looked forward to their conversion, 
individually, to Christ ; but nationally I was still in the dark 
about them. Now, I plainly saw the nature, and extent of 
God's covenanted pledge to Abraham, and becaipe fully 
copviuced that their national restoration was^a revealed truth, 
and that the church would never attain to any triumph on 
earth in which the Jews, as Jews, did not bear a very prom- 
inent part. Happily untaught in the spiritualizing process 
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by which the divine promises to Israel are wrested from 
their evident^ literal sense, I took all that I read as primarilj 
applicable to those who were distinctly addressed by name, 
though plainly seeing that there was an allowable adaptation 
of them to the Gentile church. Many a time have I knelt 
down, with the ninth ch^ter of Daniel spread before me, 
fervently and with tears pleading in his words for his peo- 
ple. It was not until long afterwards that* on urging upon 
a pious clergyman the duty of combining in some great ef- 
fort for the conversion of the Jews* I learnt to my surprise 
and delight of the existence of such a society* I need not 
t e you that the impression made on my mind by the Bible 
when I had^ no other teacl|er, has been continually deep- 
ening for twenty years ; and that nothing which man could 
say or write ever for a moment shook my conviction on the 
subject. I laid hold on the word of promise, and urged it 
' on all within my reach, from my very first intercourse with 
Christians : and I have watched with joy the rapid unfolding 
of God'is purposes towards the Jews, both in disposing the 
hearts of Gentiles towards their cause, and in evidently 
preparing the way for their speedy restoration. 

When that excellent man, Mr. D. was coipmitted to the 
grave, his younger brother visited me on his way back to 
Dublin. Tfiai interview I shall never forget ; he talked to 
me out of the overflowings of a heart devoted to Christ, and 
left me pining for more extended enjoyment of Christian so- 
ciety. I was not long ungratified ; within three days an 
unexpected summons took me to Dublin, and on the very 
evening of my arrival Mr. D. introduced me to a party of 
about thirty, pious friends, assembled to meet a missionary 
just returned from Russia. Remember, these were the 
frank, unrestrained, warm-hearted Irish, of all people the 
most ready at expressing their zealous and generous feel- 
ings ; and imagine, if you can, my enjoyment, afler such a 
long season of comparative loneliness, when they came 
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about me with the affectioDate welcome that none can utter 
and look so eloquently as they can ! I thought it a foretaste 
of heavenly blessedness; and yet I often longed for those 
seasons when I had none but my God to commune with, 
and poured out to Him all that now I found it delightful to 
utter to my fellow-creatures. Then, my tabernacle was ib- 
deed pitched in the wilderness, and the candle of the Lord 
dione brightly upon it ; now, the l>lending of many inibrior 
li^ts distracted my mind from its one object of content 
plationt and broke the harmony that was «o sweet in its 
singleness. 

A few months after this, the law-suit being ended, my hus- 
band was ordered abroad. , I declined to cross the Atlantic 
a second time, and from this period" I became chiefly de- 
pendent on my own exertions. My mother had joined me 
in Ireland, having been made a. partaker in the like pre- . 
cious iaith and hope with mydelf. The next event to which " 
I shall advert is a strong temptation to separate from the 
established church, under circumstances that have ted very 
many to forsake the pale of her communion. I have ob- 
served that at the time in question there was no gospel 
preached in the pulpits of the establishment near me ; I, 
however, a year after my reception of the truth, became a<^ 
qoainted with a most godly, zealous, and truly able minister 
who officiated in the Independent chapel. We found that 
be had to travel late at night or to put up at an inn, as his 
regular charge was at some distance, and we freely offered 
him such hospitality as our house would afford. He took 
DO unfair advantage to urge us into his own communion ; 
the contrast of his character and deportment 1o those of the 
pleasure-loving divines to whoip we had been long accus- 
tomed ; the spirituality of his converisation, the excellency 
of his preaching, and the privilege of his domestic ministry 
in our little household at his; weekly visit, all wrought to 
predispose me when, in the way of equal communication^ 
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we <>ame to discuss th^ grounds of his dissent Had I not 
already brought my prayer-bpok to the test, in the way re- 
lated, bpfore any bias could disturb my mind, I really think 
I should have been oVercome in an argument where the 
odds were so strong against me ; but thus prepared I could 
repel all charges on fundamental points ; and in matters in- 
different, I refused to recognise a sufficient excuse for sepa- 
rating from what in its constitution was decidedly scriptural 
and good. My church was taxed with being essentially 
popish, and in rebutting this I became better a<!quainted 
with, her essential Protestantism. She was denounced as a 
worldly, secular qgrstem, jopposed to the declaration of our 
Lord that his kingdom is not of this world ; but I had sense 
enough to see, and tcT point out the total irrelevancy of that 
hackneyed quotation to the subject of ecclesiastical estab* 
lishments. The unholy lives of too many of her clergy, 
with their shaoieful neglect of the souls committed to them, 
I could not deny ; but already a great revival had taken 
[^ace among the Irish parochial clergy ; it was proceeding 
rapidly ; and while this evidenced that God was stili with 
her, I could also point to the ordination vows, and show that 
it was to the wickedness of individuals in breaking the most 
solemn engagements, not to any defect in the system, or 
any lack of strong injunctions to zeal, diligence, and devo- 
tion, we must attribute the acknowledged evik existing 
among others. My friead, too, always mild^ kind, and 
charitable on other subjects, generally laid aside these char- 
acteristics when on this, and assailed the established church 
with weapons of ridicule, sarcasm, scorn, and bitterness., 
which certainly produced on me the contrary effect to what 
was intended. He seemed to me to pay little attention to 
the spiritual wants of the poor deluded Romanists, rather 
seeking to convert Episcopalians into Dissenters, than Pa- 
pists into Christians. Measuring all things by the standard 
of the written word, I became more fully convinced, the 
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more I examined the matter, that there was no just cause 
why a believer should quit the communion of a church, clearlj 
byilt on the foundation of the prophets and apostles ; and 
even under the disadvantages of such a location as I have 
described, I continued firm in my attachmenlto her. Some 
people told n!ie I ought to take higher ground in upholding 
the -episcopal establishment of this country. If they will 
point out to me any ground higher than the top of the rock 
whereon I believe hier to stand, that rock being Christ, I 
will take it ; but none, none so high, none so sure can be 
found. Apostolical succession in office is a good thing 
when the succession in doctrine is equally clear ; otherwise 
they who now officiate in the mosque of Omar, staoiding on 
the site of the temple in Jerusalem,'^and he who sits su- 
preme in the see of Rome, the man of sin, and son of per- 
dition, may respectively claim succession to the. Aaronic 
priesthood and the apostolic ministry* 1 do not deny that 
a regular succession exists in the British churches, derived 
froin an apostolic mission, long before Augustine or any 
other Romish emissary set foot on our soil to pollute the 
stream ; but I should never fyt a moment dream of adducing 
that as an argument against one who calls in question the 
scripturality of our church, since in so doing I might admit 
the mother of harlots and abominations of the eartb to a 
participation in the privileges which none bat the lamb's 
pure wife has any claim to. For my own part, I had never 
heard of such a things when God enabled me to stand firm 
as a member of thia maligned church of England ; and it 
is one of the many cases in which I had nothing to unlearn, 
just because man had taught me nothing, but all I knew 
was drawn from the clear fountain of eternal truth, opened 
in the pages of that precious volume, for the gift of which 
all praise and' glory be to God, through Christ Jesui?, now 
and forever ! 
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LETTER VH, 



KILKENNY. 



I AM now to briog joli into tho stirring scenes of that time 
and place where the rebellious spirit of Popish agitation bad 
just broken out afresh in Ireland. An . invitation to pass 
some weeks in the county of Kilkenny led us to it as guests ; 
and inducements that it was not easy to resist fixed us there 
as residents for three years. In this part of my narrative 
no disguise is needful ; the facts are before the world, and 
the estimable man who was made the first victim of this 
atrocious conspiracy is gone to his rest, after patiently en- 
during years of persecution, of exile, and of bodily and 
mental suffering induced by the scenes he was compelled to 
pass through. 

Yicarsfield, the beautiful parsonage of Dr. Hamilton, is 
in the countyr ten Irish miles from the town of Kilkenny. 
Knoctopher is the parish ; and at that time the old church 
was standing, about half a mile from the vicarage, which 
stood secluded, withdrawn from the public road, nestied in 
the rich foliage of many fine trees, and adorned with lovely 
pleasure-grounds. It was the happy privilege of that truly 
pious minister to originate the clerical meetings which were 
so eminently, so extensively blessed to the clergy of that 
dioces^, over which his father had presided as bishop. For 
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many years they were held at his house, and truly rich were 
these seasons tp all who inhabited it ! Dr. Hamilton was 
a man of fine miod, deep erudition, unboundiad benevolence, 
and Christian sweetness that endeared him to every one* 
His income was considerable ; and while exercising the 
rites of a truly Irish hospitality on a noble scale, he expended 
a large proportion of that income in works of charity equally 
judicious, liberal, and impartial* He had under his roof 
thirteeq poor girls, who were, educated, maintained, taught, 
in all the requisites of good household servants, and finally 
placed out in the families of his friends. Mrs. Hamilton 
seemed to have her heart in this school, over which a very 
competent mistress presided, and a more beautifully ordered 
little nursery of valuable domestics I never saw. Besides 
this, large benefactions were distributed, in clothing, fuel, 
and other necessaries, amoqg the poor of the parish, without 
any regard to religious distinction ; and as the Romanists 
amounted to above twelve hundred, while the Protestants 
ceuld not muster one, and the iformer were infinitely more 
necessitous than the latter, of course nearly all went to 
them. I dwell upon these things and upon the exceeding 
kind-heartedness of the good clergyman and his afiTectionate 
partner towards their, poor neighbours, because it throws ad* 
ditipnal light on the real origin of those acts which the Eng- 
lish people were made to believe resulted from oppression 
on the part of the Protestant clei||y. 

When first I went to Knocktopher in the summer of 1821 , 
no open act of violence had been committed, or publicly 
threatened, in its' immediate vicinity ; but already the name 
of Captain Rock was becoming formidable. The place 
borders on Tipperary, from whence came nocturnal parties, 
scouring the country and alarming the inhabitants on a small 
scale, while the prelude to much darker scenes was to be 
traced in the wide circulation of what were called the pro- 
phecies of Pastorini. A Dr. Walmsley, a poposh priest, 

11 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



132 ROCK IT E«. 

had written a commentary on the book of Revelation, under 
that name, wherein he explained the assent of the locusts out 
of the bottomless pit to prefigure the rise of Protestantism 
with Luther at it shead ; — calculating the date of their 
continuance from 1525, and fixing its termination in 1825. 
Extracts from this impudently mischievous work were dis- 
seminated in every possible form among the Romanists ; they 
were translated into Irish, sent in large numbers to every dis- 
trict to be circulated by careful agents : published in hand- 
bills, exhibited in placards, and sung in doggrel rhyme through 
the streets. There was no article of theii- faith niore devoulty 
believed by the besotted people than that in 1825 the Protes- 
tants of Ireland and of every other country were, by divine 
appointment to be put to de^th, except such as should reCant ; 
and while the lower orders prepared with terrible alacrity to ex- 
ecute the will of God by a general massacre of their unofl^nd- 
ing neighbours, those of higherrank and gentler spirits applied 
themselves to the work of converting their Protestant friends. 
Tokens of the rising storm were visible to those who 
watched for them ; the peasantry began to exchange their 
courteous, respectful demeanour towards the Protestant gen- 
try for a bearing that bespoke efther defiance or lurking 
malignity. Threatening notices poured in upon the landlords 
who presumed to dispose of their property as they chose, and 
upon the clergy who, in default of payment Were obliged to 
serve processes for the tithe. Proctors were waylaid, pro^ 
cess servers cruelly murdered : and the organization of 
hostile bodies became daily more apparent. As yet, how- 
ever, we dwelt in comparative security ; .Dr. Hamilton often 
rode out with me to the very verge of the dreadful Tipperary ; 
and his lady drove my mother in her little phaeton to the 
boundaries of Waterford. No unusual precautions were 
taken in the way of bolts and bars ; and when the good 
Doctor calmly put into his pocket some of the many letters 
delivered at the breakfast table, afler a slight glance at their 
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contents, none of us suspected 4hat they were Rockite 
notices, fiercely threatening his life, and signed in blood. 
He applied^ privately, for a body of police, who were sta- 
.tioned at an old mansion, midway between Yicarsfield and 
the Tipperary pass, called Castle Morris ; /and when com- 
mitting bis household to the Lord's Iceeping, at our evening 
worship, the deep earnestidess of his manner, and resigned 
look, a slight tremor of his frame awoke no3Uspicions in us. 
We saw him " sorrowful, yet a) ways rejoicing ; " and attrib* 
uted to the pressure of bodily indisposition under which he 
generally laboured, what was indeed referable to the solicitude 
of a mind that preferred to bear its burden alone rather than 
hasten the time of our painful participation in the terrors that 
flesh must needs feel. 

At the end of our4)rolonged visit, we were led to take up 
our abode in the town of Kilkenny, so richly blessed with 
gospel privileges, and so far removed from the annoyances 
to which I was exposed while tryii^g to fulfil the landlord's 
part over a property inextricably involved, and now also 
placed in the hands of trustees. I had sought the mainte- 
nance of that character for the sake of the poor tenants, 
whose afifection for me was very great, and among whom I 
had of late been frequently allowed to read the Scriptures. 
The necessity, however, of prov^ing for myself, and the 
hopeless perplexities of my nominal office, between bead- 
landlords, under-tenants, trustees^ a receiver, and all the 
endless machinery of an embarrassed little Irish estate, 
compelled me to seek a more quiet sphere, and in Kilkenny 
I found all that could combine to encourage me in the pur- 
suit of honest independence, in the way of usefulness. I 
finished '* Osric," which formed a good-sized volume, and 
commenced the pleasant t^sk of writing penny and twopenny 
books for the Dublin Tract Society, who paid me liberally, 
and cheered me on my path with all the warmth of Christian 
afiection. It was indeed a delightful task, and God had 
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raised up to me also a fnend to whose truly paternal ktndDess 
I owe more than ever can be told, Mr. George Sandfordf 
now Lord Mountsandibrd, who, from our first acquaintancef 
entered w^th a father's interest into all' that concerned me. 
Thus Encouraged, I held on my way, and tasted the sweets 
|hat I hope to enjoy to the end of my days — those of the 
original curse brightened by the irreversible blessing. ** In 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread " — r « 3© ye «ted- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch ffs ye know that your labour shaH not be in vain 
in the Lord." 

I have already told you my escape from the«nare of So- 
cinianism. I hsive noticed tl^e grounds on which I decBnod 
to separate from the Established Church ; and now I am 6> 
narrate a trial of faith and doctrine,. which by the mercy oi 
God produced effects just the reverse of what was intended. 
This was no less than a vigorous attempt toxonvert me to 
Popery ! I had not yet bestowed any great attention on the 
details of that, abominable device, but was most fully per- 
suaded of its being a system of idolatrous delusion, the 
working of which was strikmgly manifested in the wretch- 
edness, the immortality, the turbulence and degrading supers 
stitions of the poor creatures around oie. It hever had been 
my practice to tamper or to compr^^mlse with what I knew 
to be wrong ; therefore I had not suffered eurioeity to lead 
me within the walls of a mass»house, nor in any way to put 
on the semblance of an agreement which cannot really exist 
between the temple of God and idols^ ' I believed Popery to 
be the Babylon of Apocalypse, and I k)nged for resolution 
to proclaim to the deluded victims, *' Come out of her mj 
people." This I had never done, but on the Contrary fell 
cheerfully in with the then cautious^ policy of my friends, 
and so framed my little books and tracts as to leave it 
doubtful whether they were written by a Protestant or not. 
Paul to the Jews became as a Jew that he tAight gain the 
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Jews : I, by a false process of reasoh, thought it allowable 
to become as an idolater to the idolators that I might gain 
the idolators. An awful presumptuous sin ! The Jew 
possesses the fair blossom of gospel truth, which by kindly 
fostering is to be expanded ^nd ripened into the rich fruit : 
the Papist holds in his hand Im apple of Sodom, beneath the 
painted rind of which is a mass of ashes and corruption. He 
must be induced to fling it^iway, and to pluck from the tree 
of life a wholly different thing. 

My Protestant principles, such as they were, withheld me 
from visiting the convent which formed a principal attraction 
to the military and other strangers in Kilkenny. Many 
sought to draw me thither, adducing the examples of Chris- 
tian ministers and other spiritual people, who did not scruple 
to go ; but in vain. At length a lady came to me with an 
earnest request from * the most interesting nun in the estab- 
lishment ' to give her some information on the best mode of 
conveying instruction to a poor little girl in their school, deaf 
and dumb. Here was a call of duty : I knew it could not 
be effectually done unless in person ; and to the surprise of 
my friend I volunteered to accompany her to the convent. 

The nun was indeed a most engaging young lady.: in per- 
sonal appearance, in manner, in feeling, realizing the visions 
of my girlish romance when reading idle stories in novels on 
such topics. She had, moreover, all the animated warmth 
of a genuine Irishwoman, and her fine countenance beaming 
with benevolent joy at our successful beginning, and with 
affectionate gratitude for my services, quite won my heart. 
I promised to repeat the visit shortly, and on doing so ac- 
companied her to walk round the garden, at the other ex- 
tremity of which stood a building which I took for their school, 
and unhesitatingly mounted the stairs with my sweet conduc- 
tor. Judge what was my dismay when, on passing the 
folding doors, I found myself in a splendid Popish chap- 
el, opposite the altar, over which shone a richly gilt cross, 
11* 
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while my poor dud was prostrated itl the lowliest adorattoDy 
touchiDg the grouDd with her forehead before the senseless 
Idol! 

I was coDfouaded, and uoable to say aDjthing ; but after 
a hasty glaDce at the ime trappings^ left the place^ secretly 
prayiog for grace aad streDgth to protest op^ly agaiDst the 
abomiDation from which my soul revolted^widi unspeakable 
horror from the moment of my witnessing the act of idolatrous 
homage rendered to a thing of wood Imd stone/ On leaving 
the coDvent, I met a person who infortiied me that my poor 
nun was a Protestant lady of high respectability, sprung from 
one of those iniquitous mixed marriages, her mother belong- 
ing to the Established Church; her fother a Rpmanist, whot 
however, honesrtly adhered to the terms of the wicked cove- 
nant by which the sons were to be educated in his»ihe latter 
in her persuasion. A family of daughters were bom to them, 
who with their mother continued nominally P^testant; but 
after his death, when the house was filled with Romish 
priests, performing for a week together their mummeries 
over the corpse, these poor fem^es had become a prey to 
the subtle perversions of fhe ecclesiastics, and had opei^ 
apostatized — all save my new friend, who with a better in- 
formed mind and more scriptural knowledge withstood their 
sophistries, until sundry mock miracles performed by means 
of saintly relies, and a well-contrived nocturnal visitation from 
the ghost of her father whom she fondly loved, had so unner- 
ved and frightened her that she too fell a prey to the delu- 
sion. They ended by admitting her into the sisterhood of 
this convent, excusing the paymeut of the large sum usually 
demanded ; and as her darkness was now great in propor- 
tion to the measure of light against which she had sinned, 
they found her a valuable decoy bird to draw others into Uie 
snare. I did not learn all these particulars at the time, nor 
until after her decease, when I met with a near family con- 
nexion of hers who told them to me ;^l simply gleaned the 
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ikct of her apostacy, with that (^ her abounding zeal hi the 
antichristian cause. 

With all rey heart I lov^d the gentle, iBtfeGtionate,i^gant 
nan, and earnestly did I pray fek* help in bringing her back, 
as I was resolved to do, from the path of destruction ; and 
whSe I deliberated on the l>eat means of commencing the 
woriLt the difficulty was i^emorod by her openly attemptmg 
to convert me. To tbcs end she urged on me a strict in- 
4pnry into the real doctrines and tenets of her ^urch, for 
myself and by,B4yself, promising to lend ne bo<^s of the 
most candid character, if I would engage to read them. I 
agreed, ^pulating that I was freely to write out my re^ 
marks on them for her ciansicleralioii ;; and with this mutual 
understanding,! brought home from theconrentthe precious 
loan of Dr. Milner's ^ End of ControT^rsy," funushed for 
my Especial benefit by a seminary of Jesuit priests, located 
near the town: and thus was I become the object of a osn- 
bined attack, firom the >forces of Great Babylon. 

True to what I considered a tacit engamnent to study 
the matter alone, I read the book. Never shall I forget the 
effect it produced on me. I seemed to be holding com- 
ommon with Satan himself, robed as an angel of light, the 
transparent drapery revealing his hideous form, but bafimg 
my endeavours to rend it away. Such sophistry, such im- 
pudence <^ unsuppeited aas^on, such dtstortion of truth, 
and gilding of gross falsehood, I never met with. I tried 
in vain to find an answer to tfaiogi that I saw and folt to b« 
anti-soriptural and destructive : but this ^ £nd '^ was the 
begimung of my controversy, for I was wholly new to it, 
and ignorant of the historical and other facts necessary to 
disprove the reverend author's bold assumptions. At last I 
burst into tears, and kneeling down, exclaimed, ^O Lord, 
I cannot unravel this web of iniquity : onable me to cut it 
in twain { " I was answered ; for after a liule more thought, 
a broad view of the whole scheme of man^s salvation as re- 
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vealed in the Holy Scriptures appeared to me the bestaoti- 
dote for this insidious poison. I read through the New 
Testameut with increased enjoyment, and casting from tne 
the wretched fabric of lies, with all its flimsy pretences, I 
resolved^ instead of attempting a reply to what I saw to be 
falsehood, to set forth a plain statement of what I knew to 
be truth.. Indeed it is indescribable how disgusting the 
painted face, the gaudy trappings, and the arrogant assump- 
tions of the Great Harlot appeared in my eyes, when thus 
contrasted with the sublime simplicity, purity, and modesty 
of the chaste Spouse of Christ 

I wrote ; and in reply got «mother and a smaller book, 
containing the pretended reasons of a Protestant, for em- 
bracing Popery. They were, of course, artfully put, and 
made a formidable eidubition of the peril of heresy. I 
thought I could not do better in return, while writing my dis- 
sentt to enclose some small books of my own to the hub, 
inviting her comments thereon. This brought a letter which 
was probably written by stealth, though so cautiously worded 
as to be safe if intercepted. She said she did not wish to 
leave me under a wrong impression, and therefore told me 
that she was not permitted to read any of my letters, or the 
little books I had sent ; as those who watched over her 
spiritual interests, and whom she was bouad to obey, thought 
it wrong to unsettle her mind by reading anything contrary 
to the true faith which she held. Here was a pretty exposure 
of one-sided honesty I I thanked God for the further in- 
sight given me into the Mystery of Iniquity, and from that 
day devoted all my powers to the investigation of that against 
which I had become a staunch Protester. 

In the midst of our proceedings, a nun had taken the Teil 
at the convent^ E^ery body, almost, to their shame be it 
spoken, was trying for tickets to the unhallowed show. My 
poor friend sent us two, informed me that two of the best 
front seats would be reserved for us, and accompanied her 
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kind nfote with a progranune of the eeremonj, and a trans- 
lation, or transcription, of the senrice, all in her own hand- 
writings I felt deeply the pain of hnrtiag her, and perhaps 
for a moment the workings of natural curiosity, but die hesi-. 
tation was short I seat back both books and tickets, with 
a grateful but decided refusal to be present In all Kilkenny 
I did not find a person who coold go along with me in my 
Injections ; but it is a matter of great joy to me to this hour, 
that I kept myself wholly unpolluted by any participation in 
th^e idolatrous doings ; and I do believe that a double 
blessing has attended my ^orts^ against Popery in conse- 
quence of it. 

Before I take you on a second and very different visit to 
Yicarsfield, I will anticipale a little, and tell you of a sub- 
sequent attack made on my faith from a quarter far unlike 
the former. The affair of the little deaf mute at the convent 
led me to turn my attention to some poor children similarly 
circumstanced in the streets of Kilkenny ; and while prose- 
cuting that work the Loid brought to itie that dear dumb boy 
whom you well remember as the brightest, most lovely of 
Christian characters. He was then very little, and had a 
brother of sixteen, one of ^he most genuine Paddies I ever 
beheld. This lad was living very idly; a fine, sensible, 
shrewd fellow, who could read and write, and very soon 
mdae a great proficiency in the finger language by help- 
ing me to instruct Jack. No one above Pat's own rank 
had ever taken any interest in him ; I did, a strong one, 
and as he was much with me, and of a character most in- 
tensely Irnh, he became attadied to me with a warmth of 
devotion rarely met with among any other people. 

One day Pat made his appearance with an important look, 
his brogues stamping the carpet with unwonted energy, his 
fine bare throat stiffened into a sort of dignified hauteur, 
and his very keen hazel eyes sparkling undcrr the bushy 
hizuriance of chesnut curls that clustered about his face and 
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fell on hit neck. The rery beau ideal of a wild Irish youth 

was my friend Pat. Seating himself as usual, he began 

and here I must observe that my chief knowledge of the 
phraseology and turn of thought so peculiar to the Irish 
peasant was derived from this source. Whebever Pat came 
* to discourse me' I got ri^h lessons in the very brogue itself 
from the fidelity, with which his spelling followed the pro- 
nunciation of his words: — — ^ I would'nt l&e,' said he, * that 
you would go to hell.' 

* Nor I either, P^t.' 

' But you are out of the thrue church, and you won't be 
Mived, and I must convart ye.' 

. * That is very kind of you, my good lad : if I am wrong 
you cannot do better than set me right.' . 

' Sure and I will.' 

•But how?' 

* With this,' said he, pulling out-a small pamphlet nothing 
the cleaner for wear. * Tou mu^t learn my catechism, and 
it's you that will be the good Catholic' 

Delighted with the boy's honest zeal, I asked him where 
I should begin ; and he no less pleased at my docility, de- 
sired me to read.it all, and then get it all by heart. I prom- 
ised to do the first at any rate ; and oh what a tissue of 
falsehood and blasphemy that ** Butler's Catechism" was ! 
Next n^oming my teacher came early ; ' Well Pat, I have 
found out what makes you anxious about me : here it is said 
that none can be saved out of the true Churck' 

' That's it, sure enough.' 

< But I do belong to the true Church, and PU shew you 
what it is ' — so I pointed out to him two passages, and added, 
' Now I do love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, and 
therefore I am one of those to whom St. Paul wishes grace 
and peace ; and do you think an apostle would send bis 
blessing to any body who was not of the true Church t ' 

Pat shook his head : * That's your catechism, not mine.' 
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* Very true : Dr. Butler wrote yours; and God wrote mine,' 
holding up the Bible ; * which is best ? ' 

*• That fs not the real Bible,' persisted Pat, * my priest has 
the true Bible.' 

* Then ask him to lend you his.' 

* I wouldn't get my ears pulled, would I? ' said he smiling : 
* but if he lent me his Bible he must lend me a car to bring 
it home in, for its as big as this table. YoUrs is too little, 
and doesn't hold half the truth. That is why you are so 
ignorant^' 

I soon proved, by shewing him Matthew Henry's Com-' 
mentary, that the word of God would lie in a very small 
compass, the great bulk of the book being man's work. I 
also urged on him the absolute tiecessity of reading what 
God had given for our learnings and the danger of resting on 
man's assertion. Pat stood his ground most manfully, as- 
tonishing me by the adroitness with which he parried my 
attacks, while pursuing, as he hoped, the good work of my 
conversion. For many a day was the controversy car- 
ried on; Butler versus the Bible, without any other effect 
than that of bringing Pat to read the sacred book for himself ; 
but it opened to me the awful wiles of darkness by which the 
poor and ignorant are blinded, whil^ for the more educated 
class such polished sophistry as Milner's is carefully pre- 
pared. I reaped the fruit, however, six years afterwards, 
when in a little English church Pat kneeled beside me and 
his brother, a thankful communicant, at the Lord's table. 

Our next visit to Ticarsfield displayed a melancholy 
change indeed in that sweet spot. There were iron bars, 
and chains, nnd double bolts superadded to the hospital hall- 
door ; the large window in the dining-room, from which we 
were wont to step out upon a rising lawn, was blocked up 
by an immepse piece of wood, half a foot in thickness, fixed' 
on the ioBide, to support which ar solid beam pressing against 
it, was built into the floor of the room with mortar, resting 
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just behind the chair where the lady of the house did the 
honours of the table ; the sertaots being obliged to stride 
ovef over itwheil waiting on her* Every panel of every 
Bhuttcr, above and bc/to w, had tak alarm-bell attached, besides 
the strongest fastenings that could be contrived. All the 
plate, save ^at required for daily use, was taken to Lord 
Carrick's, who had made his noble mansion. Mount Juliet, 
a strong-bold, whdre Were deposited the arms and valuables 
of his worst fortified neighbours* At sunset, every door waa 
barricaded, every Window closed, and no Romanist allowed, 
on any pretext, to enter the house. The only person of that 
persuasion attached to the establishment was the gardner, 
of whose personal fidelity they had no doubt ; but bis wife 
was a devotee, and they well knew that every tie of affec* 
tion and gratitude must give way before the stem despotism 
of the merciless creed. Some dreadful murders had lately 
been perpetrated very near; a barrack was burned, and sev- 
eral police-men butchered in a surprise. Dr. Hamilton had 
been openly and fiercely threatened ; his Proctor was way- 
laid^ and narrowly escaped assassination : and to realize 
more awfully what had otherwise been but matter of report, 
I was shown from the window of the drawing-room, at noon- 
day, a body of Rockites'to the number of forty, well-mounted, 
formidably armed, with cross-belts and cartouche-boxes, 
leburely walking their horses within less than a quarter of a 
mile firom the house for the purpose intimidation. It was 
close by (tkebdhreen^ or narrow lane where, a few years af- 
terwards, the dregful massacre of Carrickshock took place, 
which finally drove my persecuted friends from their hom^ 
and country. 

Th^se were the days of Captain Rock's terrible rule, of 
which a record h left in the heart's-blood of many an Irish- 
man. A vile book from the pen of Mr. Moore, under that titl^^ 
helped forward the work amonga lank who were well known 
to take the lead in this rebellion^ movement; for although the 
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executioners of decrees pronounced by the invisiUe tribunal 
were found to be of a class peculiarly ignorant and lawless, 
it was not by such hands the main body was organized and 
its ramifications directed, nor by such hands that the various 
missives were penned. The work undertaken was to level 
that great constitutional breakwater which breasted the 
tumultuous. waves as they raged without, affording a smooth 
baven of security within its boundaries ; and the argument 
used was any thing but complimentary to the common sense 
of those whom it addressed ; being, in fact, that the external 
violence was wholly occasioned by the aforesaid breakwater, 
not by the natural constitution of the conflicting elements 
engaged in it ; — level the barrier, the waves will subside, 
and flow evenly to the. quiet shore. Wherefore, then, was 
the rampart-stone placed there 1 What induced the men of 
a preceding generation to present such a front to the stormy 
ocean ] Winds and waves, it was again replied, were dif- 
ferent in former days from what they now are : ,the idle 
prejudice is exploded, that invested nature's laws with un- 
chaogeableness, and billows are not now what they were three 
centuries ago. To urge home this powerful logic alike to 
the hopes and fears of man, if it failed to reach their under- 
standings, was the object held in view by the entire confed- 
eracy of Rome, who had at heart the supremacy in Ireland 
of that system wher^f Doyle was the Priest, O'Connell the 
Politician, and Moore the Poet and Historian. To the work 
of the two former, due praise on the one hand, due execra* 
tion on the other, was accorded : to the latter not The 
nobleman who boasted that he sang the last of the Stuarts 
out of three kingdoms with his ** Lillibulero " song was 
forgotten : the demagogues who .said to a fallen constitu^ 
tional opponent, * Do you direct the literature of a nation, and 
let me write their ballads,' was forgotten too : while the 
rhymer of the Propaganda guided the serpent of reMlion to 
its mark under the flowery covert of his loose poetry, gaining 
12 
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to hiinself a name as tbp laureate of Yolaptuousness* that 
should the better mask his object when launching forth in 
sober prose on the wild sea of politics. I read that perni- 
cious book amid the terrors, the desolations, and afflic^oos 
that it was purposely framed to help forward ; and when 
closing the insidious page, L looked forward to the proceed- 
ings of a higher and a juster tribunal than that which awards 
so unequal a retribution to him who singly murders with a 
pike, and him who by wholesale mnrders with a pen : that 
dooms the poor, ignorant, untaught, dduded peasant to 
infamy and a halter, while it recompenses die intellectual, 
refined, deluding Poet with fame and a pension. 
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LETTER VIIL 



THB WORKINGS OF POPERT. 

AxTHouGH, perhaps, too late to be iostruc^ve to this gener- 
ation, it is painiuUy interesting to lock back upon the subtlety 
and skill that wove a snare for our expe<^ncy4oving rulers. 
Man may meet man in his own strength, moral or physical ; 
but when ^atan buckles on his infernal weapons wherewith 
to assail the individual or national allegiance of those who 
profess to serve God, nothing but the shield of f^Mi can 
resist him. That shiekl had been upheld during the life of 
our believing kii^ : but now he was gone, and fiill justly did 
the enemy catenlote on the advantoges afibrded to him by a 
relaxed and poweriess gi:asp. Like the symbc^ical Britan- 
nia of our coinagoi we rested upon the shield, more as a 
matter of display than of use; atxi so left the bosom bare to 
every shaft 

Our enemies know well, though we do not always admit 
it, that the insuperable barrier to the domination of Popery 
in these realms is the Established Church, so long as its 
ministers hold the pure, high doctrines of uncompromising 
Protestantism, set forth in all her creeds and formularies. 
As yet, it had not occurred to the invisible head of the anti- 
^nstian coitfederacy to make good a lodgment within these 
defences ; or father I ought to say he had not permission so 
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to do until the Churcli» vepreseoted in the legislature by her 
chief pastors, and out of it by a number of her officiating 
ministers, had acquiesced in the abominable act of national 
apostacy. The Church of Ireland was far less guilty in this 
matter than that of England : among her really spiritual 
clergy I do not think she numbered three Emancipators : 
and let it ever be remembered how the beloved archbishop — 
the last of Tuam's archbishops — even to the fatal day of 
that surrender, lifted a solemn protesting voice among the 
Peers. At the time of which I now write, the increasing 
spirituality of the Irish clergy, bearing its natural fruit in 
increased love for the souls of men and zeal for Christ's 
cause, presented an alarming obstacle in the way of those 
who might fearlessly have advanced through a host of ** dumb 
dogs," sleeping at their posts^ as the predecessors of this 
generation too commonly did. Hitherto they had found only 
the name and form of a Protestant Ohurch to oppose them ; 
now the living reahty started up in their path, and they must 
remove it ere success could be hoped for. Hence the anti- 
tithe war, the first alarm of which was openly sounded in the 
parish, and the first sanguinary onset menaced against the 
house, wherein I was a guest. What a contemptuous; yet 
alas ! what a just estimate must the earthly leaders of this 
evil work have formed of (he blind infatuation possessing the 
rulers of our political destinies ! Regarding them as ready- 
made fools, they proceeded accordingly to take advantage of 
their folly; and for this we can only account by remembering 
that the whole movement was directed by one who has had 
six thousand years' experience in such matters, and who 
knows that when the kings of earth, from Adam downwards, 
cast off the bond of obedience to the King of kings, ruin to 
themselves and to all that appertains to them will surely follow. 
He saw that hallowed bond loosening, until a touch might 
sever it : then he, who believes and trembles, took a devilish 
advantage of those who believed not and were fearless. 
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Against Ihe established cluireh a viafeot outciy was raised, 
a fbrioas onslaught conducted, hj those who ayowedlj aimed 
at rerolutionizing eyery thing : iktrtfore and ihwtby thej 
whose object it was to arert such re?olution w«re t<» be conr 
rioced that the outpost so fierceljr attacked was a hinder- 
ance, not in the way of the assailants, but of the defenders 
of the citadel ! Would anj human intellect have grasped at 
such an enterprise unaided by Satan himself in the plenitude 
of his infernal sagacity ? I think not. Yet it did succeed, 
so far as roan was concerned. The means of defence ex* 
tended to the clergy were wholly inadequate from the begin^^ 
niDg of the fray ; and as it advanced, those means were by 
all possible contrivances curtailed and withdrawn. Knock- 
topher was the known point of attack, and how was it guarded! 
A handful-of policemen occupied a retired post nearly two 
miles distant ; and when the hostile demonstrations becfime 
ioeessant, and much blood bad been shed, a small detach- 
ment of military was stationed somewhat nearer. Kilkenny 
contained 24,000 most devoted Romanists, with about 800 
Pnrteatants, many of them so OQly in name ; the spirit man- 
ifested there was most turbulent, and many daring outrages 
were perpetrated ; yet to garrison this important town, and 
to protect the whole country round, from hosts of armed and 
disciplined rebels, that invaluable officer Colonel Lindsay 
had only his gallant Highland regiment, the 78th, on its 
peace establishment. Little note is now-a-days taken of 
such secvices as Colonel Lindsay rendered ; but the poor 
bunted Protestants of that country will not soon forget his 
wisdom, vigilance, and zeal on their behalf. He disposed 
bis small force with admirable judgment, so far as it could 
possibly be ma^e to extend ; and often did he take his 
departure from head-quarters, carelessly saying he was 
going to pass a day or two at Desart, at Mount* Juliet, or 
other neighbouring seats where he was ever a welcome vis- 
itant ; when few besides those who met him on bis rounds 
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suspected that the gallant soldier f>as8ed his nights in the 
si^ddle, scouring the perilous country, and keeping vatch 
over those who were marked for destrufitton. I have no 
doubt on my mind that Colonel* Lindsay was personally, in 
a very high degii^e, instrumental^ in checking the operation 
of those who, watchful for harm as he was (or good, knew 
his proceedings and shrank from his detecthig eye. . ^I 
well remember that when Sir Dennis Packe was brought 
for interment to the cathedral of his native Kilkenny, we all 
supposed the regiment had nearly his full complement of 
Highlanders in barrack ; and Colonel Lindsay confessed to 
me he was dreadfully at a loss, being unable to turn out 
above eighty men for an occasion demanding the fullest dis- 
play he could afford. It required no small measure of military 
finesse to make us feel that we were protected, and the 
enemy* that he was held in check, over so extensive a 
ground, while in reality the disposable force was wholly in- 
adequate to do either. 

But I must not yet leave YicarsBeld ; we lived, as I said» 
within a moving circle of enemies, who delighted to parade 
their formidable force ; and ouf only earthly means of de- 
fence lay in the public knowledge of our being wholly unarm- 
ed, and without valuables in the house. The latter, indeed, 
were rarely sought t for it was a bart of the system to prove 
to us that our lives not our possessions, were the things 
thirsted after. Of this I .will present give a striking in- 
stance that occurred in the house of another clerical friend. 

The family party consisted of Dr. Hamilton, whose heahh 
was greatly affected by what he nevertheless endured with 
most uncomplaining meekness ; Mrs. Hamilton, struggling 
against her own^trong feelings, and devoted to her husband 
and his guests ; the curate, a most estimable young man ; 
an aged field officer of cavalry, whose military fire seemed 
to rekindle under the influence of the passing scene ; a 
young lady, resident in the house, with my mother and roy- 
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self. A large MtablishmeDt of domestiest male and female, 
and the Uiirteea girls of the school, with a superaoouitted 
serving man who had seen two generations pass away, and 
whose eccentricities chieflf hinged on the most ardent 
orangeism imaginable, completed the garrison. Only diree 
of the men, besides ** Old John," viz : the coachman, but- 
ler, and footman, were quartered within doors, during the 
night, as being perfectly trustworthy ; and no weapons, so 
far as we knew, did our little fortress contain, while it echoed 
to the shots fired in aH directions by the maraudlDg Bockites, 
the loud tramp of whose horses was likewise frequently au- 
dible through the stillness of night. One instance I will give 
of the alarms to which we were subject. 

We were all seated in the spacious drawing-room, on the 
splendid organ of which Mrs. Hamilton had been perform- 
ing some of the finest of HandePs aublime compositions, until 
summoned to preside at the tea-table. It was the middle of 
February, and what with the elevating music, the cheerful 
blaze of a good fire, and the conversation that always enliv- 
ened that pleasant hour, we were losing all recollection of 
our peculiar circumstances, when, suddenly, the loud jingle 
of an alarm-bell seat a thrill to each heart not easily to be 
conceived by such as never dwelt in the midst of sanguinary 
foes. A momentary pause of dead silence marked the effect 
of that terrific note ; the silence was unbroken, but imme- 
diately afler, the old Colonel, starting up, seized a large cane 
as though it had been a sword, and with energetic determi- 
nation stamped on his countenance marched to the door. 
The curate passed after him ; and Dr. Hamilton with one 
look of stifled anguish cast on us, then upturned to heaven, 
immediately followed. We sate like statues awe-struck and 
mute, nor do I think we should have attempted to move un- 
der anything that might have ensued ; but to our infinite re- 
lief, one of the servants came up to express his regret that in 
bearing down the large tea-tray he had inadvertently jarred 
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one of the bells on the staircase window-shutter. The in-* 
cident, however^ taught us to realize what before we had 
only imagined of our feelings under an actual attack, and 
drew us nearer to Him who alone is a sure refuge in the day 
of calamity. We descended to the hall for family worship^ 
where, at a central point. Dr. Hamilton was seated, with a 
little table before him, the family being ranged along one 
division of the intersecting passages, the rest of the house- 
hold in the other. He read, expounded, and prayed ; and 
vety touching was the silent good night looked between the 
two divisions of the establishment. The respectful obeis- 
ance of the faithful domestics, the kind recognition of those 
to whom a fellowship in peril and in patience endeared thenn 
spoke much to all our hearts. Slowly and silently the young 
girls filed off, conscious that the cabins of their friends were 
even then lying at the mercy of those who were sworn te 
show no mercy ; and the sight of that little flock, all devoted 
to destruction, moved my heart as it never was moved under 
any other circumstances. Gladly would I undergo a repe- 
tition, yea an agravation of all that then oppressed us, to 
enjoy once more the hallowed feelings of that time, when, 
with no help but what was unseen, no hope but in the Crod 
of the martyrs, we trod on the very verge of eternity in the 
pathway trodden by them. 

Martyrdom indeed it was likely to be ; for at this time 
accounts reached us of several in our part of Ireland having 
escaped death by their expertness in blessing themselves, as 
it is called. This consists in making the sign of the cross 
with such rapidity and precision in the established method, 
as practice alone can enable a person to use. This test was 
sometimes applied to distinguish any Romanist who might 
be in danger of suflering among Protestants, and now they 
had accepted it from some of the latter as a token of recan- 
tation. At breakfast, the next morniug afler our alarm, one 
of the party suggested sending for the gardener's wife to teach 
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U8 the exact form oi* blessing ourselves after the Popish ftsh- 
ioo, but I protested against it, as preparing a temptation that 
might overcome otir constancy if called on to suffer for the 
truth. At first I was quite unsupported in the view ; the 
rest saw nothing of a recantation in making a sign to save 
our lives, which none of us scruple to make as a matter of 
indifference. I could not yield the point ; end the discus* 
aioQ that followed was on a question of life and death* im- 
pending directly over us. Scripture was mutually appealed 
to : Dr. Hamilton referred me to 1 Cor. viii. and I told him 
I was ready to let my argument stand or fall by that very 
chapter^ as it proved the sin did not consist in the act itself, 
but in the effect produced on weak brethren or unbelievers ; 
that my making this sign at the demand of ignorant men, 
who would regard it as a real surrender of my faith, was as 
virtual an apoetacy as if I signed a deed of recantation in the 
prcMience of the conclave. He seemed much startled, said 
he would take that subject into his study with him ; and at 
the end of two hours I received a little note, written in a 
trembling hand, tdling me that since I had led him to an in- 
vestigation which had terminated in a full persiiiasidn of mine 
being the right view of scripture on this point, he hoped I 
would pray to the Lord to strengthen him and tdl of us that 
we might be found faithful unto death, resisting even the 
semblance of compromise. He added that he had studied 
the matter on his knees, and was then writing'on his knees 
too. I was deeply affected on teading this : It was an awful 
thought that I stood responsible, in a measure, for the life* 
blood of my brethren ; but the more I reflected.the clearer 
was my view of die subject, and to this day it remains un- 



The next night one of the ladies was awakened, by a loud 
and startling noise in the stables, which adjoined the house. 
An alarm was given to the servants, and one gallant young 
fellow, a footman, the Christian son of a truly Christianised 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



142 tTMPilTHT. 

convert from Popery, throwiog od his great coat and taking 
a lantern* darted out of the houae alone, closing the door 
after hira» which he could not haere re-entered if attacked. 
The probabilit/ was that the horses were being abstracted 
for the service of Captain Rockt if nothing worse was going 
on ; but it proved to be no more than the vicious gambolaof 
a mule that had slipped the halter, and was invading the 
stalls of its quieter eon^mnions. Tou maj suppose aU tUa 
was trying enough, when accompanied by the echo^of those 
shots that die midnight legislators systematically fired from all 
quarters to intimate their numbers and activity; yet if I were 
to declare at what pmod of my life I felt most calmly and 
happily resting on the arm of the Lord, I roust say it was 
when laying my headx>n the nightly pillow that I expected 
would be steeped ere morning in my heart's blood. I could 
at any hdur have returned to the comparative security of the 
populous town where J had a comfortable home, but the wish 
Xo avoid sharing the perils of those who had freely shared 
with me the sweets of their more prosperous hours, iid not 
arise in my mind. One thing perplexed me greatly : in pro- 
portion as the native Irish became more terrible, as sanguis 
nary bigots thirsting fervour Hves, so did my love for them 
increase. My Irish predilections had hitherto been merely 
confined to the higher classes i now they embraced every 
grade in society, and above all the tniserable victims of Popish 
delusion excited my ienderest concern. 

This was partly owing, no doubt, to a deeper insight into 
the infemfd net that enclosed their ends. The more I learn- 
ed of Popery, the greater was my abhorrence of that gigantic 
lie, and the yearoinga of compassion over its unhappy slaves. 
Another cause may be found in my nearer acquaintance ynAk 
the character of the people over whom I grieved. I lodged 
in the house of a rigid Romanist, who, with her family, par- 
took in all the superstitions and prejudices of tluit system ; 
yet sure I am that my own nearest connections and oldest 
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friends did not love me better, nor would hare gone further 
to prove itr than that humble femilj. I rety well knew that 
they mtist do the bidding of their spiritual despots, be it what 
it might, so fiir as God permitted ; but their warmth of affec- 
tion, their solicitude for our comfort, and feeling participation 
of all that touched us, whether of joj or sorrow, won my heart ; 
and what they were I plainly saw to be the general character 
of their country people* 

Thus viewing the Irish as they really are, the most loving 
and loveable race under the sun, the most strongly inclined 
to devotedness, sincerity, and seal in whatever they believe 
to be troth, and shining most brightly as lights of the world, 
where ivhat they have embraced is indeed the truth ; howcould 
my spirit fail to be stirred within me most earnestly on their 
behalf, when I saw from day to day, with my own eyes, the 
dreadful havoc of their bodies and souls made by the anti- 
ohristian enemy who had ensnared them ? Tau^t from 
the cradle to regard as the arbiters of their present and eter- 
nal destiny, the men who made merchandise of them — 
assured that the priest could forgive their sins, or bind them 
irrevocably on their souls ; could crown their dwelling with 
a blessing, or blast both it and them with a withering curse ; 
couldopen to them the gates of heaven, or plunge them into the 
flames of hell ; could transform by means of a little unintel- 
ligible muttering a cake, perhaps of their own making, into 
the God who made them ; or turn them, if he chose, into 
jackasses and goats^and wooden stoob ; could send them 
clean and holy out of the world by daubing them with a 
spoonful of^il, or by withholding it dismiss them to their 
account under a load of mortal sin ; could release the soul 
of parent, wife, child, from a fiery purgatory by his masses, 
or keep them there as long as he listed, (and who does not 
know Uiat to the fond surviver of a beloved object this is 
the most adamantine chain of all,) and, finally, that to con- 
ceal from the aforesaid priest any thought of the heart, to 
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resist his will in any particalar» or to deny him the full meas- 
ure of ohedience due from man to God, is mortal sin ; — 
taught to believe all this, from the earliest dawn of reaaout 
the unhappy victim cannot deliver himself, nor say ** Is there 
not a lie in my right hand ? " Then, on the part of this om- 
nipotent priesthood what have we ? not men zealous for the 
spread of the gospel and the good of their poor flocks, but 
an associated band sworn to promote one object to the ex- 
clusion of all others, ahd that one the aggrandizement of 
their order, the supremacy of their Church, the extermination 
of true Christians, and universal extension of the temporal 
no less than the ecclesiastical empire of Rome over the 
whole earth. To the attainment of this end every means 
must be used : the mind of the disciple being wholly fet- 
tered, his hand must be directed to deeds of blood against 
others, or his heart be pierced to pour forth its own, just as 
the' interests of the great Satanic synagogue may at that 
moment require. This reads harshly ; but it is a poor, weak, 
imperfect outline of what I have seen and grieved over from 
day to day, from year to year. I have conversed with these 
people while they were living in the most abject prostration 
of body, mind, and spirit, before the merciless idol of their 
mistaken homage: I have seen the deluded soul passing 
into an unchangeable state of existence^ under that awfiil 
malediction ** Cursed be he that trusteth in man ; that mak- 
eth flesh his arm, and departeth from the living Grod.'' I 
have communed with those who by divine grace were deliv- 
ered from the snare, and received their united testimony alike 
as to its power and its iniquity ; and I have watched their dy- 
ing beds, and almost always found them spending their last 
breath in thanksgivings for that mighty deliverance out of the 
chains of double darkness* I have traced the progress and 
efiectB of true religion in the minds of those emancipated 
children of God, and have marked how mighty for good is^the 
natural, national character which under this dreadful perver- 
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sion has become so mighty for evil : and to crown all, I have 
been forced to recognise the sin of most cruel neglect and 
wrong on the part of my own country, in thtis giving over the 
Irish race to^ the domination of present and eternal ruin. 
Principle and febling alike pletid the cause of poor Ireland : 
the plea reached my heart at the very time when, as I was 
told, I was specially marked for destruction among the an- 
ticipated victims of 1826, as being more than nominally a 
Protestant; ^and the atrocities that have marked the rapid 
development of plans first brought into operation at the 
time I have been speaking of only add strength to my con- 
victions ; heightening my estimate of those who serve with 
sDch steadiness of purpose the work which they, like Saul 
of Tarsus, ignorantly add in unbelief, consider most<accep- 
table to God ; and who^ if brought into the way of righte- 
. ousness, would be found, like Paul, labouring more abund- 
antly in it than any of their brethren. 

I cannot describe to you how this growing love for Ireland 
and the Irish ministered to my happiness. It became one of 
its ^hief elements, and the literary labour that I pursued for 
my own sustenance was perfect luxury, so long as my hum- 
ble productions were nilade available fi>r the spiritual good of 
the people so dear to me. My httle books and tracts became 
popular ; because, after some struggle against a pl^n so 
humbling to literary pride, I was Able to adopt the suggestion 
of a wise Christian brother, add form a style of such homely 
simplicity that if, on reading a manuscript to a child of five 
years old, I found there was a single sentence or word above 
his comprehension, it was instantly corrected to suit that 
lowly standard. This is an attainment much to be covete^ 
by those who Write, preadi or expound for general edification: 
no rational objection can be urged against it : vanity alone 
can enter a protest. Though our lettered readers or hearers 
may not find matter to gratify their taste or pamper the pride 
of intellect, still they cannot fail to understand what is suited 

13 
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to the capacities of their children and servants ; whereas he 
who makes himself perhaps both intelligible and agreeable 
to the former, is to the latter a barbarian^ speaking in an 
unknown tongue ; and wliat account will he give uqto his 
Master of the spuls thatthroCigh his self-conceit or neglectful- 
ness of their peculiar deficiencies ^main. unfed 1 How often 
has my heart been pained under the eloquent teaching of 
most gifted ministers, because I knew that many around me 
were wholly unable to attach a definiti^ meaning to what he 
said, through the intervention of (to them) hard words and 
obscure phraseology. Thanks be to God, the translators 
of our blessed Bible were not of this school. 

I had lefl Vicarsfiold with feelings of increased afiection 
fbr its inmates, and anxious solicitude as to their continued 
safety. In times of extreme peril, how much easier it ap- 
pears to trust God with ourselves than with those whom we 
love I Personally, I was more than resigned ; like a sol- 
dier entering a field of battle, I seemed nerved for t'he com- 
bat with a strength of purpose peculiar to the occasion ; . 
but looking oa those who marched beside me, and scanning 
iheir dangers, foncying their sufferings, my courage would 
falter. This is Paul's meaning, when in reference to a 
** juncture'' of peculiar trials just at hand, he seems to dis- 
courage the formation of ties which God has, under ordinary 
circumstances, ordained and blessed. It is not every 
woman who, like the wives, of some of our blessed martyrs, 
can sit down to make fbr the beloved partner of her heart 
and life the garment in which he is to endure a terrjble mar- 
tyrdom : and then with a train of helpless UtUe ones at her 
heels, meekly present it at the gate of his prison. There 
must indeed be a full measure of grace conferred on both 
parties to enable each in the calmness of resigned faith, to 
look on the suflferings of the other. Such grace may the 
Lord abundantly dispense to His people, now that a season 
of terrible trial is surely at handl 
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Before closing this letter, I wHI relate an incident already 
alluded to, in proof of the assertion, that' except on one sin- 
gle point, there was little to dread from the agents of that 
wily system which aimed at higher objects than mere plun- 
der, or isolated acts of violence. - It occurred in a house of 
a most intimate friend of ours, and I had it from the lady 
herself who was exposed to that short but terrible alarm. 
Mr. — ^ had taken^his whole family and household to the 
church of which he was Rector, on the SMnday morning, 
with the sole exception 6f his wife's sister and hid youngest 
babe which she remained at home to take care of. Miss — 
was sitting in the parlour beside the cradle, reading her Biblet 
when a stirsat the door induced her to look roudd, and to her 
dismay six or seven men appeared, the foremost of whom 
had opened the door, and was in the act of entering. He 
seemed to belong to the class of humble farme r, homely, 
but respectable, and his manner bespoke great determina- 
tion, soflened with something of the courtesy which an 
Irishman finds it difficult to lay aside in the presence of those 
who have not offended him. He advanced to the trembling 
lady, and asked if there were any fire-arms in the house 7 
She replied, ]^o i that her brother being a clergyman, did 
not keep any such weapons in his possession. To this the 
visiter again answered, that he nnisttake the liberty of search- 
ing for them, and would trouble her to conduct him over the 
diifei^t parts of the houses terrified, yet upheld by a firm 
faithf the lady rose, took the unconscious babe from its pillow, 
and wrapping her shawl round it, silently led the way through 
adjoining apartments, the Bocjiites eagerly ransacking every 
comer for arms, but without success. * Now, Ma'am, be 
pleased to take us upstairs,' said the leader, and up stairs she 
went, all following. On. entering one of the rooms, she was 
requested to unlock a chest of drawers ; andthe chief seeing 
that she trembled greatly, said in a^very decided tone, ' 1 will 
not have the lady frightened ; back, all of ye except you,' 
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addresMog two nearhiuH * and, Ma'am, don't be alarmed^- 
nobody wishes to. hurt or distress you.' The other men re- 
treated* and Miss ■ opened every drawer in that and the 
other rooms, ail of which, with the closets, were minutely 
inspected by the three searchers, who turned over articles 
of plate, money, and other valuables, without manifesting 
the slightest desire to aj[>propriate one of them. Their 
search was rewarded, I think, with no more than an old useless 
blunderbuss and rusty swofd, with which they descended ; 
and when again in the parlour the leader took off his hat, told 

Miss he was sorry to have alarmed her ; he hoped be 

had OMide good his words that no harm was intended to her, 
and wishing her good morning, with a very polite bow, re- 
treated* She told me that after the first panic she scarcely 
f(^t discomposed, so much confidence did this man's man- 
ner inspire her with. Assuredly the Lord himself kept that 
house, while his dear servant was faithfully ministering to a 
little attached congregation on the mountain's side, vand 
** stayed the rough wind in the day of his east wind " to the 
kind nurse and th0 helpless charge ; but there is also some- 
thing very striking in this conquest of poor and lawless men 
aliko over the cravings of avarice and those of vindictive 
hatred, with which they are sedulously taught to regard every 
professor of true Protestantism. They greatly err who at- 
tribute to personal hoi^tility the outrages, committed in Ire- 
land: they are the deliberate execution of i^entences formally 
passed by a secret Directory, on individuals far removed 
from the possibility of having excited such animosity in the 
bosoms of their unknown assassins, who are usually selected 
from districts the most remote, in order to avoid^recdgnition, 
and to invest the work of murder with the air of a legal pun- 
ishment in the eyes of those who commit it. 

One more incident occurring within my immediate neigh- 
bourhood, I will relat^. The victim was not only himself a 
Romanist, but brother to the person who assumed the title 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



NOONDAY MURDER. 149 

of Roman bishop in that diocese This Mr. Maram 
was a large farmer, possessing considerate property in land, 
near Kilkenny ; and feeling |nore regard for his wcH'ldly 
possessions than inter^t in the cause of his religion, bd 
<liscouraged the Ro^kite proceedings. Some great outra* 
ges having .occurred, h^ represented to government the dis- 
turbed state of the Barony, and induced them to send down a 
body of Peelers, as the Police were termed. This he knew 
to be an unpardonable offence, and therefore never went 
abroad unarmed, taking care to have it known that he did not*. 
One day he was riding with his son-m-Iaw, at noon, and 
seeing some persons on the road before them he turned 
round, saying * I have forgotten my pistols ; let us go back 
for them.' The young man replied, it is not worth while ; 
the distance was so short, aiid nobody near but a few women. 
This, with the appearance of the parties, attired in blue cloaks, 
and caps over which the hood was carelessly thrown, satis- 
fied Marum ; they proceeded at an easy pace, and had nearly 
passed the stragglers at the road-side when a sudden rush 
was made upon them by the men, (bus disguised for the pur- 
pose, and in a minute or two poor Marum lay on the ground, 
a murdered corpse. i?he son-in-law was knocked over 
senseless by a blow on the head from fL stone, into a ditch, 
where he remained till succour came up. Qf course, he 
was not sentenced, or they never would have left the work 
unfinished. A very great sensation was excited by this : 
his family connection rendered Marum's murder a startling 
event to all parties ; nor did it end here : he had another 
brother, a parish priest, who was believed to have aided him 
in preserving the public peace, aitd who strove anxiously to 
discover the murderers. After the inquest, a grand wake 
was held, at which this priest attended ; and during his ab- 
sence son>e unknown persons got into his small house, demol- 
ished all the furniture they could, turned every sod of grass 
in his f^eld upside down, and carried off his cora. Here 
13* 
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was sacrilege with a rengeanoe ! and some simple people ar- 
gued from it that religion had nothiog to do with tb^ political 
movement. Tnie» in one sense, for Popery is n6l a relig- 
ion — it is only a crafty piece of ma9ked atheism, pursuing 
secular objects with ct sanctified face ; but Popery no more 
hesitates in cutting off a. priest, or making away with a pope 
who may fail in working out its arbitrary principles, than it 
skrinks from dethroning a king» or burning a Christian. 
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LETTER IX. 



THE DUMB BOT. 



The year 1824 was hailed throughout Ireland as one of 
confident hope and active preparation for the great event 
that was to distinguish 1825 — Protestant extermination. 
Black Lent was ordered to be kept, and extra masses cele- 
brated, and especial prayers for the destructioa of heresy to 
be daily offered. These last were remarkably answered, for 
Popery never received such a blow in Ireland as followed 
the appeal. Encouraged by the implicit faith placed by the 
poor ignorant people in their blood-thirsty prognostics, the 
priesthood waxed bold, and resolved on makipg head against 
the encroachments of Christianity. Hitherto, a strict in- 
junction had been laid on their flocks to abstain from enter- 
ing any place of public meeting, held by the agents of the 
Bible and other religious societies : but now that the victim 
seemed within their grasp they resolved to make sport with 
their captive Samson, and came forward themselves, at 
Carlow apd elsewhere, to oppose the Protestant clergymen, 
stationing a vast crowd of their followers in the rooms, well 
provided with the national weapon — the stem of a stout 
young oak or ash tree, into the end of which, where the roots 
had been rounded off, a quantity of molten lead wad poured, 
making the shillelagh more formidable in suct^ hands than a 
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flword would have been — much harder to pany^ ftud impos- 
sible to break. In other places the priests keep aloof, but 
sent their flocks to try die effect of these weighty arguments 
upon the heads of dieir Protestant neighbours. I will repeat 
the account giren me, long afterwards, by a young man who 
attributed in great measure his subsequent couYersion to one 
of these crusades. 

* On the Sunday beforot Father spoke to us all from 

the altar, and said, ^^^ Boys, them Bible-men wiU hold a 
meeting here on Wednesday. Tou won't be going there to 
make a disturbance ? youll stay at home like peaceable peo- 
ple, and let them have things all their own way. I've heard 
it reported that some of you intend to go and have a scrim- 
mage, but, in courser you have no such thing in your heads." 
He spoke in such a sly way, that we all understood it, and 
laughed : however, if any spies were there, or if any mischief 

came of it, the entire of us could testify that Father had 

publicly warned his flock against taking part in it Af- 
terwards he spoke privately to about a dozen resolute Boys, 
I being one, and told us to take our sticks and be there in 
good time. ** Break their heads if you can," says he, ** but 
any way drive them out of the town." 

' JSure enough we went ; and I had as good a slip of black- 
thorn under my coat as yo^'d desire to see. l^he gentlemen 

mustered strong : I^rd r in the chair looked as if he 

didn't feel quite at home^ for though he had oflen seen our 
faces before, it was not at Bible meetings. The Reverend 
Mr. Daly caitae forward ; we had been recommended to look 
after him particularly, and so we would, but somehow he 
talked in such a, way about Jesus Christ and the Bible, and 
God's love to sinners, that we disremembered every word of 
our instructions, and stood listening ad if we had come there on 
purpose. By-and-by a bit of a spree was got up, but the 
BojTS had little heart to it, and it was easily put down. One 
thing I know for myself; and that b, that if we had come to 
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blows, not a hair of their heads should ha\e been }iurt» and I 
standing by.' 

* And what did yon do aflor wards? ' 

* I ^ent home aofd i^d the Bible.' 

Sueh were th^ efieots of Pastorini's prophecy. It inspired 
one party with a false confidence timt brought them to face 
4he other, to whom God gave a mouth and wisdom such as 
^ their adversaries coidd neither gainsay nor resist.. It issued in 
many conversions, and it gave the people a taste forcontrbver- 
sial dtsctissions, than which nothing can be better suited to 
their keisn intellects, ready wit, and pugnacious propensitfes. 
At this gap, so inconsiderately made in the curtain, a flood of 
light streamed in ; and the attempt to- close it again was 
abortive. Never does God's providential sovereignty appear 
so glorious as when he tfciis makes the wrath of man to praise 
Him, and the devices of Satan to accomplish His own im- 
mutable designs. 

In like manner, though on a smaller scale, the attack on 
my personal Protestantism was overruled to the gathering in 
of one precious soid to the true fold of Christ, and through, 
him, I trust,' very many more have been led to seek the same 
inestimable blessing. I turned my attention to the deaf 
and dumb children whose situation was deplorable indeed ; 
I took four out. of the streets, to instruct them, of whom one 
proved irreclaimably^ wild and vicious ; two were removed 
by a priest's order, lest I should infect them with heresy ; 
the fourth was to me a crown of rejoicing, and will be so 
yet more at * that day.' 

I confess myself very little und^ the influence of human 
teachers : my being thrown exclusively on the Bible for a 
scheme of doctrine not only furnished me with a satisfactory 
one, but showed me so much of the inexhaustible treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge hid in Christ, and of the Holy 
Spirit's all-sufficiency to take of those things and show them 
unto the humble, diligent, prayerful inquirert that in most 
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cases of diffiouHjy instead of asking, * What say the com- 
mentators?' or * What says Mr. so and so?' 1 put the 
question, *'What says the Lord?" For an answer, I 
search his ^Iten wctd ; and for a commentary upon it I 
study his visibre works. Now, the doctrine of personal 
election J know to be in the Bible, and I did not need man's 
confirmation to assure roe that I had found it there ; but it 
was delightful to witness such an illustration of that subli^ 
truth as the case of the dumb boy in question afforded. He 
was the least promising of my little school, apparently the 
dullest, and certainly not the one on whom I bestowed ^ 
4nost pains ; and who^ afler holding out strong encourage- 
ment, by hxk extraordinary quickness; brilliant talents, and 
devoted fondness to his instructor, merely served to intro- 
duce to me the poor little fellow whom he scarcely regarded 
«s a companion, then forsook iiis post, cast off all rule, and, 
I fear, went on frowardly in the way of his own heart. It 
was not of him that willed, nor Of him that raQ, but of God 
who showed mercy. 
9 John, or Jack as we alwiiys called him, was a puny 
little fellow, of heavy aspect, and wholly^ destitute of the life 
and animation that generally characterize that class, who 
are obliged to use looks and gestures as a substitute for 
words. He seemed for a long while unable to comprehend 
my object in plaCcing, before him a dissected alphabet, and 
forming the letters into words, significant of dog, man, hat, 
and other short monosyllables ; and when I guided his little 
hard hand to trace corresponding characters on the slate it 
was indeed a work of time and patience to make him draw 
a single stroke correctly. His unmeaning grin of good- 
natured acquiescence in whatever I bade him do was more 
provoking than downright rebellion could have been \ and I 
secretly agreed with my friends that the attempt would prove 
a complete failure, wfaUe impelled, I hardly eould tell how, 
tp persevere with redoubled efforts. Jack's uneoiith brisUj 
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hair fell in a^ straight n^ass over one of the finest foreheads 
ever seen, and concealed it I happiened one day to put 
aside this mass^ for the benefit of his sight, and was so struck 
with the noblj expansive brow, that I exclaimed to a friend 
then in the act of dissuading me from the work, * No, with 
such a forehead as diis, I ctin ne.ver despair of success.' I 
waa then anything but a phrenplogist, fat I erroneously 
looked upon it as leading to materialism ; but experience 
had long taught me to regard ' that lofly feature of man's 
countenance! as the just index of his intellectual capabilities. 
It was by a sudden burst that the boy's mind broke its 
prison and look^. around on ei&ry object as (hough never 
before beheld.* All seemed to appear in so new a light to him ; 
curiosity, in which he had been strangely deficient, became 
an eagerly active principle, and nothing that was portable 
did he fail to bring to me, with an inquiring shake of the 
head, and the word rwhat? ' spelled by the tigers. It 
waa^no easy matter, before we had mastered a dozen com- 
mon substantives and no other parts of ^eech, to satisfy his 
inquisitiveness, which I always endeavoured to da, because 
it is wrong to repress that indication of dawning reason in a 
child, and Jack at eleven years old was in the predicament 
of a mere infant. More especially was I puzzled when 
his * ylrbat 1 * was accompanied by a motion pointing first at 
the dog, then to himself, to learn wherein consisted the dif- 
ference between two creatures, both of whom, as he inti- 
mated, could eat, drink, sleep, and walk about, could be 
merry or angry, sick or well; neither of whom could talk ; and 
yet that there was a very great difierence be felt. Tbe noble 
nature of man was struggling to assert its preeminence over 
the irrational bnite which he, nevertheless, loved and feared 
too ; for Barrow was a splendid dog, and used to assist me 
very cleverly in keeping my little wild Irish crew in order. 
Oh what a magnificent wreck is man ! I do love to watch 
the rapid approach of that glorious time when, the six thous- 
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and years of bis degradation beneath tbe reign of Satan 
being fulfilled, be sbalt rise again in renovated majesty above 
the usurper's power, and resume bis high 4station among tbe 
brightest works of €rdd. 

• I do not remember exactly bow long nder bis first <roming to 
me it was that Jack began to inquire so diligently about God. 
He sisemed full of gfrave, but restless thought, and then ap- 
proaching me, pointed tow^s the sun, and by a movement 
of tbe bands, as if kneading something, asked me whether I 
made it? I shook my bead. Did my mother ? — No. Did 
Mr. Roe, or Mr. Shaw (tbe two Protestant clergymen) or 
the priest ? He bad a sign to express such of these. — No. 
Theft, • What? — what V with a frown and a stamp of fret*- 
ful impatience. I pointed upwards, with a look of reverential 
solemnity^ and spelled the word * Grod.' He seemed struck, 
and asked no more at that time, but next day he overwhelmed 
me with whats, and seemed determined to know more about 
it. I told him as well as I could, that He of whom I spoke 
was great, powerful, and kind ; and that be was always 
looking at us* He smiled, and informed me he did npt 
know bow the sun was made, for he could not keep his eyes 
on it, but the mood he thought was like a dumpling, -and sent 
rolling over the tops of the trees, as he sent a marble across 
tbe table. As for the stars, they were cut oot with a large 
pair of scissors, and stuck into tbe sky with tbe end of tbe 
thumb. Having thus settled his system of astronomy, be 
looked very happy, and patted his cfae^ with evident self- 
applause. 

I was amused, but of course not satisfied : my charge was 
necessarily ah Atheist, and what I had tokl him was a very 
bare sort of Deisin indeed. To communicate more, bow- 
ever, seemed utteriy impossible, until we should have accom- 
plished considerable things in the way of education. We 
had not above a dozen of the commonest words —all names 
of things — - to which he could attach a meaning ; and our 
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signs were all of his own contriving, which I had to catch, 
and foUow as I might So said Reason, but Reason is a 
fboL ** Man shall not live by bread alone, ,but by every 
word that proceedeth oat of the mouth of God doth man 
live." *• For my ways are not your ways, neither are your 
thou^ts my thoughts, sai^ the Lord." It pleased him to 
enlighten the mind of the boy ; and instead of that work 
being dependent on human wisdom, all that human wisdom 
could do*was to creep after it, at a modest distance. ' 

Next day. Jack came to me in great wrath, intimating 
that my tongue ought to be pulled put This was his usual 
mode of accusation where a lie had been told. So I looked 
innocent and saidt * Whatl' He reminded me of yesterday's 
conversation^ tdliag me he had'k>oked every where for God : 
he had been down the street, over the bridge, into the church- 
yard, through the fields, had peeped int6 the grounds of the 
castle, walked past the barrack-yard ; and got up in the night 
to look out at the window. All in vain ; he could not find 
God. He saw nobody big enough to put up his hand and 
stick the stars into the sky, I was 'bad,' my tongue must 
be piidled out ; for there was ' God, no.' And he repeated, 
' God-^noi ' so often that it went to. my heart. 

I considered, prayerfully. My view of ^e scriptures told 
me that without divine help none could really seek after 
God ; and also that when He vouchsafed to give the desire, 
he would surely increase knowledge. Here was a poor 
afflicted boy getting out of his bed to look by night for one 
whom he had vainly sought all the day : here was. Satan at 
work to strengthen unbelief : J was commanded to resist the 
Devil, and surely there must be some way of resisting him. 
I sat silent, oi) the opposite side of the fire, and a plan having 
struck me, I looked at Jack, shrugged my shoulders, and 
seemed convicted of a deception. He shook his head at me, 
frowned, and appeared very much ofiended at my delin- 
quency. Presently I seized a small pair of bellows, and 

14 
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after puffing at the fire for a while, Buddenly directed a rough 
blas| at his little red hand, which huog very near it. He 
snatched it back, scowled at mev «nd when again I repeated 
the operation, expressed great displeasure, shivering, and 
letting nrje know he did not like it. 

I renewed the puff, saying, * What ? ' and looking most 
unconscious of having done anything ; he blew hard, and 
repeated that it made his hands cold ; that I was very bad, 
and he was very angry. I puffed in all directions, looked 
very eagerly at the pipe 6f the bellows, peering on every side, 
and then, explaining that I could see nothing, imitated his 
manner, saying, * Wind— no ! ^ shaking my head at him, 
and telling hinn his tongue must come out, mimicking his 
looks of rebuke and offended virtue. He opened his eyes 
very wide, stared at me, and panted ; a deep crimson suf- 
fused his whole face, and a soul, a real soul shone in his 
strangely altered countenance, while he triumphantly re- 
peated, * God like wind ! God like wind ! ' He had no 
word for *like;' it was signified by holding the two fore- 
fingers outi side by side, as a symbol or pej^ct resemblance. 

Here was a step, a glbrious step, out of absolute atheism 
into a perfect recognition of the invisible God. An idea^to 
call it nothing more, new, grand, and absorbing, took posses- 
sion of his mind. I numbered Beven years of incessant care 
over him from that day ; and I will fearlessly assert that in 
his head and in his heart God reigned unrivalled. £veQ 
before he knew Him as God in Christ, the Creator and Pre- 
server were enthroned in his bosom ; and every event of the 
day, every object that met his view, gave rise to some touch- 
ingly simple question or remark concerning God. He made 
me observe that when trying to look at the sun he was forced 
to shiit his eyes, adding, * God like sun*' An analogy not 
very traceable, though strictly just ; for the glory that daz- 
zled his mind was not visible. He was perpetually engaged 
in some process of abstract reasoning on every subject* and 
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amazed me by explaioii^ its results ; but how he carried it 

00 without the ipterveiitioD of wordsf was and is a puzzle 
to me. 

Previously he had been rather teasing to the dog^ and 
otbef inferior creatures, and had a great desire to fish ; but 
now he became roost exquisitely tender towards every living 
thing, moving his hand over them in a caressing way, and 
saying, * God madd.' . At first he excepted the worms fi-om 
this privilege, remarking that they came up through holes 
from beneath the earth, while €rod was above over the sky ; 
therefore they were not made by him : but I set him right, 
and he agreed that they might be rolled up in the world, like 
meat in a pudding, and bite their way out. Thenceforth, 
Wo to the angler whom Jack detected looking for live bait ! 

When my first pupil from being irregular in his attendance 
fell off more and more, until he wholly discontinued coming, 
and the others were withdrawn for fear of heretical infection, 

1 became more anxious lest this dear boy might also leave 
me before he had received the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
1 had, at his earnest entreaty, taken him into the house alto- 
gether, his home being some distance ; but I knew not how 
long he might be permitted to stay. The ravages of a dread- 
ful fever among the poor increased my solicitude to see my 
devout little Deist a Christian. I have, in $. small memoir 
cfthis * Happy Mute,' related the manner of his receiving 
tiie gospel, but I must not pass it over here. To the glory 
of God's rich grace it shall be recorded, as one of the most 
signal mercies ever vouchsafed to me. As before^ the boy 
was led to open the way, and in the faith of the Lord's 
willingness to reveal himself to an inquiring soul I followed 
it up. 

Jack had noticed the number of funerals passing ; he had 
occasionally seen dead bodies placed in their dofiins, and one 
evening he alluded to it, asking me by significant gestures if 
they would ever open their eyes agaiii. CoQsidering thckt he 
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had often been present at the interment Qf the dead, and had 
also Witnessed the decay of animals cast out to perish, it 
struck roe as a singular question, plainly indicating that the 
consciousness of immortality is natural to man, and unbelief 
in a future state foreign to his untaught feelings. On the 
present occasion, my heart being then lifted up in pt-ayer for 
divine assistance on this very point, I caught at the encour- 
agement, and instantly proceeded to improve the opportunity. 
I sketched on paper a crowd of persons, old and young; near 
them a pit with flames issuing from it, and told' him aH those 
people, among whom were- we, had been * bad ' and Grod 
would throw us into the fire. When his alarm was greatly 
excited, I introduced into the picture -another Hidividual,fi4io 
I told him was Ood's Son, that he came out of heaven, he 
had not been bad, and was not to go in the pit ; but diat he 
allowed himself to be killed ; and when he died, God shut 
up the pit ; so the people were spared. This seemed to 
myself too strange, vague, meagre, to convey any definite 
idea to the boy^s mind ; but how effectual does the Lord 
make our poorest efforts when Ha wills to work ! After a 
few moments deep thought. Jack astonished me by an ob- 
jection that proved he saw the grand doctrine of a substitute 
for sinners, which I was so hopeless of bringing before him. 
He told me the rescued people were many ; he who died 
was one, and his earnest ' What?' with the eloquent look 
that now peculiarly belonged to his once stupid countenance, 
showed his anxiety for a solution of this diflicuhy. 

With unutterable joy in my heart, but great coniposure 
of manner, I rose, and taking from a vase a bunch of dead 
flowers, inadvertently left there, I cut them into small bits, 
laid them in a heap on the table, and beside them my gokl 
ring : then pointing to eachr with the words * many — one,' 
I asked which he would rather have? He struck his hand 
suddenly to his forehead, then clapped both hands, gave a 
jjumpt^ he eatt and with the most rapturouis expression of 
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countenance inlioMited that the one piece of gold was better 
than the room full of dead flowers. With great rapidity he 
applied the symboly pointing to the picture^ to the ring, to 
himself, to me, and finally to heaven. In the last position 
he stood up, and paused for some time, and what a picture 
he would haj^e made I A smile perfectly angelic beaming 
on his face, his eyew sparkling and dancing with delight, 
until, with a rush of .tears> that quite suffused them, he gazed 
at roe, then again raised them to the ceiling, his look soA- 
ened into an expression of deep awe, and unbounded love, 
while ho gently spelled on 'his fingers ' good Qi«b, good 
Oif B ! * and ended by asking me his name» 

' How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
To a Believer^s ear ! * 

Jack was not to hear that nan^e with his bodily ears until 
the voice of the archangel and the trump of God should call 
him firom sleeping in the dust. of the earth ; but he received 
it into his mind, and the gospel>the glorious everlasting gos- 
pel, into his soul, and the Holy Spirit into his heart, without 
the intervention of that sense. In that hour it was given 
unto him to believe, and from that hour all things were his — 
the world, life, death, and a bright immortality. Never but 
once before bad I laid my h^ad on the pillow with such an 
overwhelming sense of perfect happiness. The Lord bad 
indeed shown me his glory, by causing his. goodness to pass 
before me. 

Henceforth I had a Christian brother in my little dumb 
charge : his love to Jesus Christ was fervent and full ; his 
thoughts about him most beautiful. By degrees^I gave him 
some knowledge of our Lord's mortal birth» his infancy, 
work, death, resurrection, and ascension : together with the 
future advent ; which I then believed to be a coming to final 
judgment at. the end of the world ; and often wap I puzzled 
liy discerning that Jack had an impression on his mind of a 
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coming to makers people happy bere. At a time when I 
had never even heard of a personal reign, and he, lo my 
certain knowledge> had no human teaching whatever, except 
firom me, at that time I am positively certain hi* views were 
those which now I hold ; abd I cannot accoont for it wkhoot 
looking higher than man. <: 

Very great indeed was Jack^s emotion when he^ discov- 
ered that the Saviour in whom he was rejoicing was the 
object represented by the image he had been taught to bow 
down before. He resented it deeply : I was quite alarmed 
at the sudden and violent turn his feelings took against 
Popery. Awake as I was to its abominations,'! yet tem- 
porized sadly in this matter ; I had not faith to tru^t the 
Lord with his own, and dreading lest any interference with 
the forms of their idolatrous worship should cause his friends 
to take him from me, as Pat must have knoWn it immedi- 
ately, I refrained from approaching the subject, and allowed 
the poor little fellow to bow down with the rest in a mass- 
house. If I ever was tempted to believe, which I nevear am, 
fliat God leaved any of his own children m the communion 
of antichrist, Jack's cade would effectually rebuke me ; he 
spumed the whole system from him, in spite of me, as so<Mi 
as the light of the gospel fell upon its deformities. 

Returning from the chapel, one day, soon after this, he 
came up to me under great excitement : be took up a clothes- 
brush, set it On one end, and with a ludicrous grimaCe bowed 
down before it, joining his hands in the attitude of prayer, 
and chattering afler his fashion ; then asking the brush if it 
could hear him, waiting in an attitude of attention for its reply, 
and finally knocking it over, and kicking it round the room, 
saying, * Bad god, bad god ! ' I guessed pretty well what 
it was all about ; but as he concluded by snapping his fin- 
gers exultingly, and seating himself without further remark, 
I spoke on othdi: subjects. My feelings were far from 
enviable. 
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Next morningy Jack was very aokimted, and came to me 
with an evident budget of new thoughts. He told me some- 
thing verj small came out of ^ groimd, poinliiijg in <^»po9 
site directions ; it grew ; and then two more points appeared^ 
I found he was describing the^rowth of a plant, and expects 
ing some question, was all attention ; but Jack was come 
to teach, not to learn. He soon sbowed that his tree had 
reached a great height ai^d sixe ; then he made as if shoiil* 
dering a hatchet, advanced to the tree, and cut< it down* 
Next came a great deal of sawing, chopping, planing, and 
shaping, nntU he made me understand he had cut out a cm* 
cifix, which he laid by, aiKd^projceeded to omke a stool, a 
box, and other small articles ; i^er whkh he gathered up 
the chips, flung them on the Are, ^nd seemed to be cheering 
hinEiself in the blaze. ' i actually trembled at the proceeding ; 
for where had he, who could not form or understand half a 
sentence, where had he learned the Holy Spirit's^ testimony 
as recorded by Isaiah? 

The sequel was what I aiitidpated i he feigned to set up 
the imaginary 'crucifixr and preparing to pray before it, 
checked himself, saying * No ; ' then with animated serious* 
ness reverted to the^pridging up of the little seedling, saying, 
^ Ood made ; ' and as it grew, he described the fashioning of 
the trunk, and branches, and leaves, most gracefully, stilt 
saying, * God made ; ' he seamed to dip a pencil in colour, 
to paint the leaves, repeating, * God made beautiful ! ' Then 
that God made his hands too, and he came to the conclusion 
that the tree which God made, cut out by his hands which 
God made, could not be God who made them, t'hen he 
got very angry, and not satisfied with an insubstantial object 
ibr his holy indignatbn to vent itself upon, he ran for the 
clothes-brush, and gave it a worse cuffing and kicking than 
before ; ending with a solemn inquiry, whedier I worshipped 
crosses, &c., when I went to church ? 

How guilty I felt ! and still I trembled to give the encour- 
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agenrent I longed to bestow. However, I distiiictly lotiina- 
ted my detestation of idolatiy, and cotafirmed his strong re- 
{nidiation of it. He told me he would not gp any more to 
diapeU but I told him^ as well as I could, the almost certain 
consequences, and he then remembered that other boys had 
told him those who ate meat on Fridays would go to Hell; 
and that the same people were to be killedrfor this was in 
1824, and Pastorini was universally quoted. He ' became 
greatly distressed as the next Sabbath approached, but con- 
trary to all my expectations returned from mass in excdlent 
spirits. Pat told me, laughing, that Jack, was become so 
musical he insisted on going to sit by the oi^an, that be 
might &el the Vibration, and when alone with me Jack joy- 
fully told me that he had run up the stairs from the, outer door 
to the organ loA, and so escaped even the necessity of bow* 
itag down to the cross. This plan he persisted in from that 
day* Some years afterwards I asked his brother if be had 
any suspicion at the time of the boy's object in so doing : he 
answered. None at' all ; and that' if he had he would have 
forced him into the body of the mass-house,* and compelled 
him to prostrate himself. n 

May the Lord grant that what I have thus narrated may 
be made the means of conveying^ a lesson.to every reader.! 
It was one of ^the great commendations of the church at Eph- 
esus that they hated the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which 
Christ also hates : and let us daub over our sinful indiffe- 
rence as we may, with the false varnish of liberality, charity, 
and so forth, it will be an awfu( item against our souls if we 
do not hate» actively hate» the dveds of antiehris^ian Rome ; 
and prove it by exposing the vile snare that we may deliver 
those whom itiiolds captive. We have frittered away God's 
truth, and well nigh trampled out his line of demarcation, 
between a holy worship and the polluted sacrifice of an idol 
temple, while speculating on the fair frost of Jansenism as 
opposed to Jesuitism; we have turned from the fires of 
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Srattkfield to cootemplate the well-told tales of Port-R<^- 
al, and thrust our Bradfords, our Latimers, yea and our Lu- 
thers, from the shelf to set up Fenelon and a Kempis. To 
their own Master they stood or fell ; Fenelon's appointed 
work was the conversion of Protestants to Popery^ he used 
all the influence of his yrery superior mind and amiable char- 
acter to draw the persecuted Huguenots into communion 
widi Rome. It was his glory that he succeeded so far, and 
no doubt he did it conscientiously 9^ but so long as I read in 
ray Bible that Satan transforms himself ttito am angel of light 
to seduce Christ's servants from their aUegiance to Hirot I 
will not tamper with my faith by sitting down to ascertain 
how much of Chri^ianity 1 can discover in certain itidividuala 
actively promoting a sy/stem against which the God of heav- 
^1 has pironounced an irrevocable» a witheringy and a final 
curse. ■ ". 

A dreadful instance occurring in our immediate neigb- 
bourhood about this period* manifested more alarmingly 
than ever the perilous excitement of the poor people's minds 
on whom the wicked predictions already noticed had taken 
effect. Not more than a quarter of a mile from the bar- 
racks of Kilkenny lived a family of unofiending* respectable 
Protestants, named Marr, One Sunday aflemoon, long 
before sunset^ while they wer^ sitting round the tea-table 
with unfastened doors, a party of Rockites rushed into t^e 
bouse, loudly demanding arms. The father and his eldest 
son ran up stairs, probably intending to make some defence | 
but it was too late, so they brought down what weapops they 
had, and delivered them up. The intruders turned to go ; 
but first opened the parlour door, where the rest of the 
family remained, panic-struck, and perfectly quiet ; and one 
of them taking a deliberate aim at the second son, a pecu- 
liarly harmless character, because he was of weak intellect, 
with the manners of a little child, shot him. The bullet 
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entered just iibove bin elbow ; and as be fell tbe murderous 
aggressor made off, laugbing, witb his companions. 

The young man was brought into Kilkenny, and most 
assiduously attended by the medical g^tlemen, while the 
clergymen of our parish and his brethren in the ministry 
were constantly engaged in prayer beside himr or in sooth- 
ing the anguish of his mother and sisters^ The ball could 
not be extmcted, neither could the bleeditig by any means 
be stanched ; but, drop by drop, in lingering agony, tiie 
vital current escaped from the youth's veins, and he was 
several days dying. Outside the window of the house as- 
sembled a number of women from the lowest class of the 
Romanish population, and there they sate, responding with 
a yell of triumph to every groan the poor sufferer uttered, 
praying that he might have smart enough before he went ; 
and shouting, * You'll be in hell presently, you Protestant 
locust, and then you'll cry louder ; ' with simihir exclama- 
tions, and most awful curses on (he whole race. Why were 
they not removed t you will ask ; but who was to remove 
them ? Were 24,000 people to be roused into open vi- 
olence, with a couple of Highland companies in garrison, 
and a small fbrce of Policei and 800 terrified Protestants, 
fully aware that at the first intimation "of an outburst, fifty 
or a hundred thousand armed foes would pour in fi-om the 
surrounding country? No : the outcries of a few wretched 
women were not to produce that efibct, though probably it 
w as calculated upon ; and the innocent victim died amid 
their shouts. I remember one of the clergymen came to 
me requesting a glass of wijne, and bursting into a passion 
of tears as he recounted what he had heard while praying 
in the midst of that agonized family, as the spirit of the mur^ 
dered yonth departed with a long deep groan, that extorted 
a scream of joy fVon^ the eager listeners without. I can 
fancy you here pausing to ask if I could love such a savage 
crew: not those individuals, certainly, as then engaged ; 
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but I looked beyond the hateful fruit to the eiecrable root 
that bore it, and felt how terrible was our own responsibilityy 
in that we had notJaid the axe to it while yet the opportu- 
nity was given, by preaching Popery out of Ireland- by the 
same means that bamshed it from England and Scotland. 
There was nothing in thia demonstration ineoniBistent with 
the usuar workings of that ferocious persecutor all over the 
world. The records of Piedmont bear a testimony to which 
all lands in.all ages send forth a colroboMive voice, that 
where Popery has gained the ascendant the demons of cru- 
elty rage uncontrolled, so long as a whisper or a look dis- 
sentieot from its dogmas may be detected; nay, we well 
know that infancy, and, as in the case just cited, imbecility 
of mind, where neither assent nor dissent can be traced, 
coRies tinder the murderous ban. That human beings can 
always be found to execute these frightful behests is a la- 
mentable, a humiliating fieict ; but when once given over to 
a reprobate mind, of what is not man capable ? 

While these things were going on, many of the principal 
sufferers from them consoled themselves under the persua- 
sion that what they were enduring would turn to the good 
of the Protestant <;ause, by convincing the government how 
utterly vain was any hope ^f transforming Popery into a 
peaceable neighbour by any further concessions. £very 
one knew that the * emancipation' so loudly called for 
could work no other change in the hostile party than as it 
must afford them an important step in advance to final as- 
cendency. What could such concession do in neutralizing 
the effect of Pastorini's prophecies? Would the * locusts ' 
cease to be so by bestowing a tardy boon on the Romanists, 
wrung from them at the pike's point? It seemed impossi- 
ble that any statesman should fall under such infatuation, 
and we are glad to see the mask so entirely thrown off, 
though oiiF own proximity to the unveiled abomination ren- 
dered it trying to us. Most assuredly the Protestants of 
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Irekwd were not «OD8eiitiiig to Ast deed ; aome, dwdKog 
in secme dtaes, and wlioUj earelett wliedier truth or falae* 
hood ruled the realm, joined the cry of liberalism ; and 
others in eiposed situations forebove to utter their sentiments 
at all, wdl knowing that erery word spok^i in the hearing 
of thm Bomish domestics would speedily find its way ^o 
the confessional ; hut in general there was a firm, imdis- 
guised opposition to the surrender of the national faith ; and 
sure I am that die Protestants of Ireland never acquiesced 
in having their dangers made the plea for throwing down the 
bttlwariai of the constitutioQ^ 

Eaily in the summerVof 1824 I received a summons to 
return to En^and. It was most unwelcome, for my heart 
was knit to Ireland, and to share the lot of her devoted peo- 
ple was its earnest desire. At home I had many old fiiends; 
but what were they to the beloved brethren and sist^s in 
Christ, who had been my fellow-helpers for the last four 
years in the work of the Lord? AH ties were weak to that, 
save one, the tie that bound me to my beloved brother. Him 
I had not seen for nine yewcs ; he bad continued on the staff 
of the Portuguese army until the establishment of the Cortes, 
who dismissed dl British officers ; and then he settled in 
the interior of that country, cultivating some of the land 
which he had gallantly fought to rescue* It was a subject 
of continual sorrow to me that he was residing in the heart 
of an exclusively Popish country, far from every means of 
grace ; not even a place of worship within many leagues, 
and wholly shut out from Christian intercourse. I knew 
that he had been equally dark with myself on the subject of 
religion ; and truly can I aay^ that from the veiy hour of my 
being enabled to see the truth as it us ia Jesus, my life bad 
been a constant prayer for hiip, that God would make him 
a partaker in the Kke precious faith. There was now a 
prospect of his returning, and this, added to the summons I 
have mentioned, made my way plain. The state of Jack's 
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rakid, too, on the subject of Popery, helped to r^oncile me, 
since I had made up my mind to take Jiiro with me if his 
parents would agree to it. There was no difficulty in bring- 
ing them to do so ; they gave a willing, a grateful consent. 
His mother's words, whUe tears rolled down her cheeks, 
wer^, * Take him ; he is more your child than ours.' His 
father remarked, ' Why shouldn't we let him go with you, 
seeing he would grieve to death if you left him behind ? ' 
When I began to state that I could not promise he would not 
openly embrace my religion, they interrupted me, repeating 
that he was my child more than theirs, and could never 
come to any harm under my care. Coward as I was, I did 
not use the opportunity then given to set before them their 
own danger, and commend the pure faith that I knew their 
child held. I had occasionally talked in a general way, and 
once very strongly, when the mother told me of the dreadlul 
penances she had done, walking on her bare knees over a 
read strewed with pebbles, glass, and quick lime, to make 
her sufferings greater, in order to obtain from God and the 
saints the restoration of the boy's hearing and speech. She 
was then pleading the power and holiness of 4ier clergy, and 
their superiority to all the rest of the world. I looked from 
the window, and said, * See, there goes your bishop ; now 
do you think this bright sun Warms hintr more than it does 
any Protestant walking beside him?' ^ Troth, and I am 
sure it does,' answered she. * What, do you think he has 
any particular advantage over other men in things that are 
common to all? ' * That he has, being a holy bishop.' 
* Well, now, if r call him up, and we all put our fingers to- 
gether between these bars, do you think the fire would bum 
him less than us 1 ' She hesitated ; her husband burst into 
a laugh, and archly said, * I'll engage his reverence would'nt 
try that same.' 

I was now to bid adieu to my pleasant haunts, chief 
among which was the lordly castle of Kilkenny, where I 

16 
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had passed so very many delightful hours. Its nohle owners 
were abroad, but by their favour I had a key to the private 
door beside the river, and full access to every part of the 
castle and its beautiful grounds. It was there I used to 
rouse on days of Ireland's bygone greatness, though not 
then well read in her peculiar history, and gradually I had 
become as Irish as any of her own children. How could 
it be otherwise 1 I was not naturally cold-hearted, though 
circumstances had, indeed, greatly frozen, the current of my 
warm affectionsy and I had learned to look with compara- . 
tive indifference on whatever crossed noy changeful path ; 
but no one with a latent spark of kindly feeKng can long re- 
press it among the Irish. There is an ardour of character, 
an earnestness in their good will, a habit of assimilating 
themselves to the tastes and habits of those whom they de«- 
sire to please, — and that desire is very general, — that wins 
on the affections of those who possess any, a grateful regard, 
and leaving on the scenes that have witnessed such inter- 
course, a sunshine peculiar to themselves. Reserve of man- 
ner cannot long exist in Irish society. I have met with 
son^e among the people of the land, who were cold and for- 
bidding, insensible and unkind, but these were exceptions, 
establishing the rule by the very disagreeable contrast in 
which they stood out from all around them ; and I never 
found these persons in the humbler classes, where the un- 
mixed Irish prevails. Hospitality is indeed the pole-star of 
Ireland ; go where you will, it is always visible ; but it 
shines the brightest in the poor man's cabin, because the 
potato that he so frankly, so heartily, so gracefully presses 
upon your acceptance is selected from a scanty heap, barely 
sufficient to allay the cravings of hunger in himself and his 
half-clad little ones. In this, as in all other particulars, a 
change for the worse has come over the {>eople of late ; 
priestly authority has interposed to check the outgoings of 
kindness, from a warm-hearted people to those who are in- 
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deed their friends, and a painful, reluctant restraint is laid 
upon them ; but the evil had not become evident at the time 
of my sojourn there, and I can only speak of them as the most 
respectful, most courteous and hospitable peasantry in the 
world. At the same time they were in many respects the most 
degraded. Nothingcouid equal the depth|Of their abasement 
before an insolent priesthood, except the unblushing ef- 
frontery with which the latter lorded it over them. For 
any infraction of their arbitrary rules, the most cruel and 
humiliating penances were imposed. I knew an instance 
of a young woman, d Romanist, who engaged in the service 
of a Protestant family, and went out with them to America. 
While there, she was led to join in family worship, but 
without any intention of forsaking her own creed ; neither 
bad they attempted to draw her out of die net. On her re- 
turn to Kilkenny she went to confession, and among other 
things divulged the fact of having heard the fiible read, and 
prayed in company with heretics. This was an enormity 
too great for the priest to deal with alone ; so he ordered 
the girl off, fasting, to her original confessor, who then of- 
ficiated in a chapel seven good Irish miles distant. On 
hearing the case, he ordered her to go thrice round the 
chapel on her bare knees, and then to set off, still fasting, 
and walk back to Kilkenny, there to undergo such additional 
penance as his reverend brother should see good to impose. 
The poor creature scarcely reached the town alive, through 
fatigue, exhaustion, and terror ; she was ill for some time, 
and on her recovery subjected to farther discipline. These 
particulars I had from one of her own friends and a bigoted 
papist to boot, who told it in order to convince me that the 
girl had committed a very great sin. I onoe asked a young 
man how he got on at confession, — - whether he told all his 
sins. He replied, * Sometimes I disremember a few, and 
if the priest suspects it, he pulls my hair, and boxes my 
earis, to help my memory.' * And how do you feel when you 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



172 INFERNAL MACHINERT. 

have got absolution 1l ^ I feel all right ; and I go oat and 
begin again.' * And how do you know that God has really 
pardoned you V * He doesn't pardon me directly ; only 
the priest does. He (the priest) confesses my sins to the 
bishop, and the bishop confesses them to the pope, and the 
pope sees the Virgin Mary every Saturday night, and tells 
her to speak to God about it' * And you really believe 
this monstrous story 1 ' ' Why shoiild'nt I ? But it is no 
affair of mine, for, once I have confessed, all my sins are 
laid on the priest, and he must do the best he can to get rid 
of them. I am safe.' Of such materials is the net com- 
posed that holds these people in bondage ; and who can 
marvel that such prostration of mind before a fellow mortal 
should lead to an abject slavery of the whole man, body» 
conscience, and undierstanding t We see the effects, and 
abhor them ; but we do not go to the root of the matter. 
The priest himself js equally enslaved ; his oath binds him 
to an implicit blind reception of tenets which he is not per« 
mitted to investigate, and which make him the pliant tool of 
a higher department of this detestable machinery. He re- 
ceives his cue from the bishops, and they are wholly gov- 
erned by the Propaganda at Rome, whither each of them 
is bound periodically to appear for personal examination and 
fresh instructions. The Propaganda is,, of course, the prt- 
mum mobile of the system, set a-going by Satan himself. 
Hence the mischief that is perpetrated by the unhappy beinga 
who form the operative section of this Cunning concern ; the 
handicraft men of blood. It is an awful spectacle, and one 
that we cannot long avert our eyes from contemplating with 
the deep interest that personal peril excites. All is pre- 
paring for a bur|t of persecution against the people g[ the 
Lord, and happy is he who shall he found armed with 
watching ! 
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LETTER X. 



K N «LAND. 



W« started for Dublin with sorrowing hearts, for it was 
likely to be a long, if not a last farewell to friends who 
were endeared as well by a participation in danger as in 
feelings Those who have daily been expecting to die to- 
gether in a holy cause, cannot lightly part. One of the last 
things that I learned before leaving the place was commu- 
nicated to me by an intimate friend and near neighbour, a 
very sweet Christian character. She had lived on terms of 
intimacy with a Romish family in the town, and a few days 
previous to my departure the mother of this family called on 

liliss , with tears entreating her to embrace Popery ; 

for that the next year would witness the utter extermination 
of Protestants, and it would be out of her power, or that 
of any other person, to save any life, however dear to them. 
She urged it with most affectionate importunity, and evi- 
dently much distressed at her failure. Whether the better 
informed class of the Romanists believed in Pastorini's pre- 
dictions or not, they saw them universally received among 
the bulk of the people, and of course knew that they would 
take care to verify what they believed. It was by a won- 
derful interposition that the Protestants of Ireland wero 
16* 
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saved, though an unmarked one ; for, with a population of 
six to one, roused to the highest pitch of religious fanaticism, 
prepared by extra masses, fasts, and pra^^ers, and confiding 
in the assurances of an infallible church that so it must be ; 
where, too, they had every thing to gain and little or nothing 
to lose, it is marvellous that such a restraint was laid on 
their sanguinary purposes. The priestly fancy of entering 
into discussion with their opponents wrought powerfully 
against their own cause : and the notorious Doyle, who led 
the way in every species of agitation and mischief, and 
sanctioned the riotous meeting at Oarlow, one of the ablest^ 
wiliest, and boldest of Romish bishops, whose writings wero 
firebrands, and who in a public speech eulogised a farmer 
in his diocese for taking the Bible in the tongs and burying 
it in a hole in his garden, — that Dr. Doyle afterwards died 
m Protestant ; nor could all the devices of his biethren long 
conceal the fact. 

Jack had never before been beyond the environs of Us 
native town, and I expected to see him much astonished by 
the splendid buildings of Dublin. He regarded them, how* 
ever, with indifference, because, as he said, they were not 
^God-mades,' while the scenery through which we had 
travelled, particularly the noble oaks on Colonel Bruen's 
fine demesne, and the groups of deer reclining beneaUi 
their broad shadow, roused him to enthusiasm. It was 
wonderful to trace the ex(|ui8ite peroepiton of beauty as de- 
veloped in that bay who had never even been in a furnished 
room until he came to me. His taste was refined, and his 
mind delicate beyond belief: I never saw such sensitive 
faodesty as he manifested to the last day of his life. Rude- 
ness of any kind was hateful to him ; he not only yielded 
respect to all, but required it towards himself, and really 
commanded it by his striking propriety of manner. He was, 
as a dear friend once remarked, a * God-made ' gentleman, 
untainted with the slightest approadi to anything like af- 
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fectatioA or coxcombry ; indeed he ridiculed the latter with 
much comic effect ; and the words ' Dandj Jack ' would 
put him out of conceit with any article of apparel that drew 
forth the remark. He would answer the taunt with a face 
of grave rebuke, saying, * Bad Mam, bold Mam ; Jack 
dandy, no : Jack poor boy.' He had not, indeed, anived 
at so copious a vocabulary when we left his home ; but he 
was rapidly acquiring new words. 

It was beautiful to see him at prayer. He had never 
koeeled down with us at Kilkenny ; for any Romanist who 
had detected him doing so must have informed, ond the 
priest would have commanded his removal. In Dublin he 
Tolcmteered to join us, and as he kneeled with clasped hands, 
looking up towards heaven, the expression of his counte- 
nance was most lovely. A smile of childlike confidence and 
reverential love played over his features, now becoming most 
eloquent ; his brtsUy hair had began to assume a silky ap* 
pearance, and was combed aside from a magnificent brow, 
while a fine colour perpetually mantled his cheeks, and 
changed with every emotion ; his dark hazel eyes, large, 
and very bright, always speaking some thought that occu- 
pied his mind. He was rather more than twelve years old. 
In profile he much resembled Kirke White when older ; but 
the strongest likeness I ever saw of him is an original por- 
trait of £d ward YI., by Holbein, in my possession. It was 
taken after consumption had set its seal on the countenance 
of that blessed young king, jis it did on that of my dear 
dumb boy. 

One adventure he had in Dublin that afforded him much 
enjoyment I went into an extensive toy-shop to make 
some purchase, and Jack, enchanted with the wonders 
around him, strolled to the farther end, and into a litUe ad* 
joining recess, well filled with toys. A great uproar in that 
direction made us all run, to inquire the cause, and there. 
wa[s Jack, mounted on a first rate rocking-horse, tearing 
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away full gallopt and absolutely roaring out in the maddest 
paroxysm of delight, his hat fallen off, his arm raised, his 
eyes and mouth wide open, and the surrounding valuables 
in imminent peril of a general crash. The mistreKS of the 
shop was so convulsed with laughter that she could render 
no assistance, and it was with some difficulty I checked his 
triumphant career, and dismounted him. He gave me af- 
terwards a diverting account of his cautious approach to the 
* good horse ; ' how he ascertained it was * bite, no ; kick, 
no ; ' and gradually got resolution to mount it. He wanted 
to know how far he had rode, and also if he was a God- 
made 1 I told him it was wood, but I doubt whether he be- 
lieved me. Thenceforth Dublin was associated in his mind 
with nothing else ; even at nineteen years of age he would 
say, if be met with the name, ' Good Dublin, good horse ; 
small Jack love good Dublin horse.' The shipping pleased 
him greatly, and many of his beautiful drawings were repre- 
sentations of sailing vessels. 

I had now been in Ireland five years and three months ; 
and with what different feelings did I prepare to leave its 
green shores from those with which I first pressed them ! 
Unfounded prejudice was succeeded by an attachment 
founded on close acquaintance with those among whom I had 
dwelt, contempt by respect, and dislike by the warmest, most 
grateful affection. I had scorned her poverty, and hated her 
turbulence. The first I now knew to be no poverty of soil, 
of natural resources, of mind, talent, or energy, but the effect 
of a blight, permitted to rest alike, on the land and people, 
through the selfishness of an unjubt, crooked policy, that 
made their welfare of no account in its calculations, nor 
would stretch forth a hand to deliver them from the dark 
dominion of Popery. Their turbulence was the natural fruit 
of such poverty, and of their being wholly under the influ- 
ence of a party necessarily hostile to the interests of a Prot- 
estant state, and bent on subverting its ascendency. AVhat 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CLIFTON. ITT 

Ireland was, I too plainly saw : what she might be, I clearly 
understood ; and the guilt of roy country's responsibility lay 
heavy on my heart as I watched the outline of her receding 
coast. 

Bristol was our destination ; and for the ensuing year, 
Clifton became odr abode. This period of my life was one 
of severe trial, which it is not necessary to particularize. 
Incipient derangement, which afterwards became developed, 
in a quarter where, if I did not find comfort and protection) I 
might expect their opposites, occasioned me much alarm and 
distress, while my brother's protracted absence increased the 
trial. Much secluded, I pursued my literary avocations, and 
watched the progress of Jack's growth in knowledge and in 
grace. 

Cliflon is certainly one of the most beautiful spots in Eng- 
lapd ; the nver winding its graceful way beneath St. Yin- 
cent's picturesque rocks on the one side, and on the other 
the noble plantations of Leigh rising, as it were, out of the 
water, and overhanging it with grove and garden, is enchant- 
ing ; while the constant succession of vessels of every va- 
riety of size and character, passing to and fro, fills the mind 
with a picture of commercial greatness, the more striking 
from its locality. The number of steamers was then small ; 
the ungraceful chimney, with a long pennon of black smoke* 
had not superseded the tapering mast and swelling sails, nor 
given a hurrying rapidity to the slow, gliding movement so 
peculiar to a ship in smooth w^ter. £very one of these 
sea-kettles ought to be inscribed with the motto, * Death to 
the picturesque.' They now send their dark vapours curl- 
ing up St Vincent's clifis, and by contipually agitating the 
waters, destroy the tranparency of that elegant river. But 
believing, as I do, that these ^* swift messengers " have a 
special commission, in the divine purpose, to bring from all 
parts of the world that acceptable present unto the Lord of 
Hosts, — his own peeled and scattered Israel, — to the holy 
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mountain of Jerusalem, I am reconciled to the tempdrarj 
sacrifice of effect, as I should indeed be to the sacrifice of 
all earthly good, in the prospect of that blessed event. Every 
steamer launched, every rail laid down in the highways, is a 
step towards the accomplishment of those glorious things 
that are promised to crown the tribulation of these latter 
days ; and while Satan will doubtless avail himself for evil, 
cruelty, and devastation, they shall ultimately fulfil all the 
Lord's pleasure, when he says to Jerusalem, *' Thou shalt 
be built," and to Zion, ^* Thy fountains shall be laid." 

My sojourn at Clifton brought me into personal acquain- 
tance with that venerable servant of God, tiannah More. 
We had for some time corresponded, and she had afforded 
me great encouragement in my humble labours, taking an 
especial interest in my attempts to instruct the deaf and 
dumb children. I had now the pleasure of showing her the 
progress made with Jack, who delighted her greatly, and 
who, to the last day of his mortal existence, most fondly 
cherished the memory of that sweet old lady* She was, 
indeed, one of the excellent of the earth, permitted long to 
beautify the church which she had so mainly helped to 
strengthen and advance, and to be an honour to the land 
where she had nobly stood forth to repel the assaults of rev- 
olutionizing impiety. I often wonder that so little stress is 
laid upon this branch of Mrs. More's extensive labours. We 
hear much of her schools, her charities, her letters, her 
devotional and educational publications, and all of these 
deserve the full celebrity that they have attained. But Eng- 
land should especially bear in mind her effective champion- 
ship of the good cause, by means most admirably adapted 
to its furtherance among the most dangerous, and generally 
speaking the most unapproachable class — ^ a class who 
congregated in ale-houses to hear the inflammatory har- 
angues of seditious traitors, while as yet fiibles were scarce, 
religious tracts not in existence, and district visiting un- 
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thought of. In a lady of refined taste^ and rare accomplish- 
meDts in the higher style of writing, to volunteer in a work 
so new, and to furnish the press with a series of plain truths, 
dressed in a roost homely phrase, rendered attractive by lively 
narrative, and even drollery, and the whole brought down to 
the level of coarse, uninformed minds, while circulated in a 
foitn to come within the narrow means of the lowest me- 
chanics — this was an enterprise worthy especial note, even 
had not God openly blessed it to the turning of that formid- 
able tide* When I looked upon the placid but animated 
countenance of the ag^d saint, as she sat in her bow- window 
looking out upon the fair fields, the still inviolate shores of 
her beroved country, I thought more of her • cheap repository 
tracts ' than of all her other works combined. There la^ 
the Bristol Channel, that noble inlet to our isle, by which the 
commerce of the world was even then finding its peaceful 
way to the great mart of Bristol ; and there sat the aged 
lady, so long the presiding spirit of the place, with one hand, 
as it were, gathering the lambs of the flock into green pas- 
tures among the distant hills, that formed a beautiful feature 
in the landscape ; with the other vigorously repulsing the 
wolf from the field. If I could have discovered, which I 
could not, a single trait of consciousness that she was ajdis- 
tinguished being, exalted into eminence by public acclaim, 
I must have conceived her to be dwelling upon this branch 
of her many privileges, that she had been a Deborah where 
many a Barak- shrunk from the post of honour and skulked 
behind a woman. She took that lively interest in the public* 
secular affairs of her country that Jeremiah and Ezekiel did 
of old, and on the same plain grt)und ; that where the state 
professes to be modelled, and the executive to act, on prin- 
ciples of God's instilling, with a view that peace and happi- 
ness, truth and justice, religion and piety, may be established 
among us, nothing done by the state can be indifferent to the 
church, or unworthy the anxious, watchful regard of Chris- 
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tians. To be called a caraal politician by those whose minds, 
at least on religions subjects, could contain but one idea, was 
certainly a light affliction to balance against the joyous con- 
sciousness of having materially aided in preserving those 
cavillers' homes fi'om the hand of the spoiler, and their 
Bibles from that of the Atheist 

When I saw Haofiah More, ^he was really at ease in her 
possessions ; and none who loved her less than the Lord him- 
self did, would have laid a sorrow upon her gray hairs, Man 
would have decreedf t|^at such 9 fullrripe shock of com 
should be brought into the gamer without further ruffling or 
shaking. She had suffered exceedingly from rheumatism 
and other ailments, and yet more from the tongue of calumny, 
and the hand of ingratitude. She was an illustration of that 
striking couplet, 

*■ Envy will merit as its shade pursue, 
And, like the shadow, proves the substance true.' 

She had, however, triumphed over all, by meekly com- 
mitting her cause to Him who judgeth righteously; and now 
she seemed to be placed beyond the Teach of further moles- 
tation ; and about to end her useful life in peace. But she 
had another lesson to give to the people of God, another fire in 
which to glorify him : and not long afler 1 saw her reclining 
in that lovely retreat which had grown up about her, a perfect 
bower from slips and seeds of her own planting, as she de- 
lighted to tell us, she was actually driven out of her little 
paradise, compelled to leave the shadow of her nursKng trees, 
and to cast a tearful farewell look on the smiling flowers, 
and to turn away from the bright sea and the waving line of 
her Chedilar hills, to find a lodging in the neighbouring town; 
and all through treachery, domestic treachery, against her 
whose whole life had been a course of unsparing beneficence 
towards others! Hannah More, perhaps, needed to be 
again reminded, that she must do all her works '* as to the 
J 
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hofii^^ lookiog to him akme for acceptance of them ; or if 
die needed it not, others did ; and often since she entered 
into her Saviour's presence, ** to go no more ont," has the 
scene of the last trial to which her generous, confiding, af- 
fectionate spirit was subjected, been blessed to the consola- 
tioD of others. God^i childreafind that it is good fbr them- 
selves that tiiey idibuld be afficted ; but they do not kiways 
mama^beat how good it is for the church, that they should be 
so. They look within, and seeing so much ^ere daily, 
^ jiis^ deserving God's wrath and condemnation," they lie 
still in his hand, wyUng and ttemkful fo have the dross purged 
QOl, and all^the tin taken away. Their fellows look on, and 
not seeing the desperate wickedness of their hearts, but fondly 
bdieving them to be as near perfection as human frailty will 
/permit, tiiey argue, * If such a saint as — — be thus chas- 
Mied and corrected, what must a sinner like me expect V 
So they learn watchfulness and fear in ihe day of prosperity ; 
and when adversity comes they are enabled more lovingly 
to kiss the rod.. Oh, if we could see but a little of the Lord's 
dealings, in all their bearings, how should we praise him for 
Us goodness, and the wonders that he doeth unto the chil- 
dren of men ! What profit, what pleasure has He in afflict- 
iog nd ? Surely it is, so to speeic, more trouble to eorrect 
tban to leave us alone ; and he would not twine the small 
cords into a scourge, unless to cleanse, and sanctify his 
temple* 

I have said that my brother's return homo was delayed. 
A hurt received in shooting, with its consequences, detained 
him in Lisbon neariy a year ; but his family came over, and 
I bad a ne# delicious employment, a solace under many 
sorrows, an unfailing source of interest and delight, in teach- 
ing his eldest surviving boy the accomplishments of walking 
and talking. I almost expected Jack to be jealous of such 
a rival, but I wronged him : nothing could exceed his fond- 
I for * Baby boy,' or the zeal of his Irish devotion to th** 
16 
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little gentleman. Knowing Uiat in the event of my removal 
Jack must earn his bread by some laborious or servile occu- 
pation, I had kept him humble. He at^ in the same room 
with us, because I never suffered him to associate with 
servants, but at a side-tfible; and he was expected to do 
every Uttle household work that befitted his age and 
strength. A kind shake of the hand, morning and evening, 
was his peculiar privilege ; and the omission a punishmeDt 
too severe to be inflicted, except on occasions of most fla- 
grant delinquency, such as rebelling agamst orders, or e|:- 
pressingany angry emotion, to which he was coostituti<Hially 
liable, by yells and howls, that almost frightened the Hot- 
wells from their proppety. He had* of course, no idea of 
the strength of his own lungs, nor, (^ the ^fect produced bj 
giving them full play in a fit of passion ; but the commotion 
into which it threw the whole house seemed to flatter his van- 
ity, and he became a vocalist on Very triflog occasions. This 
neither agreed with our dear invalid landlady, nor was a fitting 
example for > Baby boy,' who speedily tried his own little 
treble in admiring imitation of Jack's deafening bass ; and 
recourse was at last had to the aid of a young fiiend, who 
bestowed a few gentle raps on hiid head v^th the bent end 
of a hooked cane, and then locked him up in a dark kitchen 
for half an hour, saying to me, rather regretfully, ' I suppose 
my popularity is at an end now. Poor fellow !. I shaO be 
sorry to lose his aflection.' But this was so far firom being 
the case, that to his closing /scene J^ck retained a grateful 
remembrance of the proceeding. He uaedto say, * Good 
Mr. W.; good little stick beat Jack's head ; made bad Jack 
good. Jack love good Mr. W.' At the very time, as soon 
as he saw his kind corrector, afler the business, he very 
gracefully and cordially thanked him, kissing his hand, wiUi 
a bow, and saying, * Jack no more cry;' and as he really 
was hardly touched, and full well knew we had not the 
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heart to be severe, it was a proof of that openness totebul^ 
which is a lovely mark of true Christianity. 
Montgomery beaotifnlly says, 

* Prayer b tlie Christian's vital breath, 
The Christiaii's native air.' 

And so it eminendy was with the dumb boy. Under every 
form of condition and circumstance, in health and etickness, 
in joy, in grief, in danger, in perplexity ^— over his food, his 
studies, his work, his amusements, he was ever turning a 
look of peculiar sweetness on me, with the two words, * Jack 
pray.' He alwajfs smiled when so engaged, and a look of 
inexpressible eagerness, mingled with satisfaction, and the 
triumph of one who feels he has taken a secure stand, told 
me when he was praying, without any change of position, 
or lo(^ng up. There was always a mixture of anxiety in 
his aspect ^hen he tried to make himself understood by his 
fellow-creatures; this gave place to something the reverse 
of anxiety when he was * talking to God,' as he sometimes 
expressed it He oftener looked down than up ; and very 
often did I see his eye fixed upon the * Baby boy,' when, as 
his looks bespoke, and as he afterwards told me, he was 

* tell God ' about him, and that he was too little to know about 
Jesus Christ yet. Many a prayer of that grateful dumb boy 
even now descends in blessings on the bead of my brother's 

* Baby,' and long may the hallowed stream continue to flow 
down, until they rejoice together before the throne of the 
Lamb. 

One of Jack's lovely thoughts was this : he toldine that 
friien Uttle children began to walk, Jesus Christ held them 
by the hand to teach tbem ; and that if they fell he put his 
hand between their heads and the ground to prevent their 
being hurt. Then, ais if he saw this proceeding, he would 
look up, and with the fondest expression say, * Good Jesus 
Christ ! Jack very much loves Jesus Christ' I hope you 
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are not tired of Jack; I have mudi to tell about him. God 
made me the humble meaua of phickiog this precioua brand 
from the buraing ; and I owe it to the Lord to show what a 
tenfokl blessing I reaped in it Jack was not the only one 
of whom He hast in the dispensations of his providence, said 
to me, ** Nurse this child for me, aqd I will give thee thy 
wages." I have foipd Him a nobla Paymaster ! 

And now I come to a period of mj life that I liaye scarcely 
courage to go over. Many» and sharp, and bitter were tbs 
trials left unrecorded here ; and shame bc^ tp the hand that 
shall ever dark to lift up the veil that tender duuity would 
cast over what was God's doing, let the instrumsnts be what 
and who they might. It is enough to say, tha;t ev^n now 
I know there was not one superfluous stroke of the rod, nor 
one drop of bitter that could have been spared from ihb 
wholesome cup. Besides, he dealt roost mercifully with 
me ; those two rich blessings, health and cheerfulness, were 
never withdrawn. I had not a day's illness through yeara 
of tribulation ; and though my spirits would now and than 
fail, it WIU3 but a momentary depression ; light and buoyant^ 
they soon danced on the crest of the wave that had for an 
instant engulfed diem. 

It is of joy I have to tell : safety, peace, prosperify, an* 
der the restored sunshine that had made my early career ao 
bright. Never did a sister more fondly love a brother ; 
never was a brother more formed to be the delight, the pride, 
the blessing, of a sister. He was of most rar6 beauty from 
the cradle, increasing in loveliness as he grew up, and be* 
coming the very model of a splendid man ; very tall^ large« 
commanding, with a face of perfect beauty, glowing, ani- 
mated, mirthful, — a gait so essentially military, that it waa 
once remarked by an officer, *If B — -— were disguised aa 
a washerwoman, any soldier would give him the sahite.' He 
had also served in the Peninsula with the highest possible 
credit, regarded by those in command as one of Uie best 
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officers in the service, and most ardentl)^ loved by the 
men under him. Many a bloody battle-field had he seen ; 
but never did a wound reach him. On one occasion, -^ 
Albuera,-^ his gallant regiment went into action 800 strong, 
aod on the following day only 96 men were able to draw 
rations. He became on the field a lieutenant, fi-om being 
the youngest ensign; and ^ike in all circumstances he 
shone out as an honour to his profession. He had also been 
an especial favourite with Johfi YL, of Portugal, and the 
high polish of a court was superadded to all the rest, with^ 
out in the smallest degree changing the exceedingly play- 
ful, unaffected joyousness of the most sunshiny character I 
mver met with* 

Ten years' absence had produced the effect on my sis- 
t^y love that Bums describes : — 

* Timie but th* impression stronger makes 
As streams their channels deeper wear.' 

I had also many personal reasons for looking forward to his 
return with peculiar anxiety ; and its uncertainty increased 
die feeling. I had been spending a day with a sick friend, 
and ran home at night, to the lodging occupied by my mother 
and myself, and there I found my brother. What a dream 
those ten years' trials appeared ! 

We remained but a short time in Clifton, and soon bent 
our way towards the metropolis, where he expected, as is 
usual, to dance a long and wearisome attendance on the 
Horse Guards, for a regimental appointment. He bad re- 
fused that of aid-de-camp to King John, with any military 
rank and title that he might desire ; preferring a half- pay 
unattached company in the British to any thing that a foreign 
service could offer ; but he was mistaken : his. merits were 
well known to the Duke of York, and before hq could well 
state to Sir Herbert Taylor his wishes, that estimable man 
told him he had only to select out of two or three regiments 
16* 
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latelj returned fix>m foreign servicey aii4^ he would be gt* 
zetted 0^ the following Tuesdaj. He chose the 75thy and 
was immediately appointed to it, with leave ixy study fortwo 
years in the senior department of the Military College at 
Sandhurst, the bette^r to qualify htms^ for a future staff 
situation. 

A sweet cottage, standing isolated on the verge of Bag- 
shot heath, sheltered by tall trees and opening on a beautiM 
lawn, with a distant but full view of the college, became our 
abode. A delightful room was selected for me, with an in* 
junction to sit down )and make the most of my time while 
he was in the halls of study, that t might be at leiaore to 
walk, to ride, to garden, to farm, with him, -^ my brother, 
my restored brother, whose eye beamed protection, and 
whose smile diffused gladness, and whose society was what 
in our happy childhood it had ever been, just instead of all 
the world to me. If one thiiig was wanting, and wanting 
it was, to knit us in a tie more enduring than any of this 
world's bonds could possibly be, that very sense of want flu^ 
nished a stimulus to more importunate prayer on his behalf. 
Some of the good people who for lack of a relay of ideas 
borrow one of their neighbours and ride it to death, treated 
me to a leaf from the book of Job's comforters, when the 
calamity fell on me of that precious brother's death, by tell- 
ing me I had made an idol of him. It was equally false as 
foolish. An idol is* something that eidier usurps God's 
place, or withdraws our thoughts and devotions from him. 
The very reverse of this was my case. I had an additional 
motive Tor continually seeking the Lord, not only in prayer, 
for the enlightening influences of the Holy Spirit on behalf 
(^one so dear, but also for grace to walk most circumspectly 
myself, lest I should cast any stumbling-block In his way, 
or give him occasion to suspect that my religious profession 
was a name, arid jjot a reality. That was surely a profita- 
ble idol which kept me always prayerful before God, watch- 
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iul over myself, diligeiit in the discharge of duties, and in 
coottQual thanksgiving for the mercies I had received ! Do 
I repent loving my brother so wellt I wish it had been pos- 
sifole to loVe him better. These warm afiections of the 
beart are among the siveetest relics of a lost £deoy and 
I would sooner tear up the flowers that God h^ left to 
smile in our daily path through a sin-blighted wilderness, — 
far sooner, — than I would cease ta cherisht to foster, to 
delight in the brighter, sweeter flowers of domestic love, car- 
ried to the full extent of all its endearing capabilities. 

The Lord knoweth our frame ; he deals with us not ac-^ 
cording to what we are not, but according to what we are. 
He sets before us various duties, and to the end that we 
may the better fulfil them he gives us aids, not contrary to, 
but accordant .with our Natural feelings. Men set up a 
standard, oAen a just and scriptural one, to which they sor- 
rowfully confess that becaus^ of the weakness of their na^ 
ture they cannot themselves attain ^ but according to which 
they sternly judge their neighbours. A person has a path 
assigned to him, a steep ascent strewed with thorns and 
crowded with obstacles, before which he often pauses and 
waxes faint. God gives him a companion for his way, even 
as he sent forth the disciples two and two, and the pilgrim 
is cheered. He quickens his pace ; another besides him- 
self will be benefitted by his progress, and if he fails an- 
other wOrsufier in his loss. So he goes on thankful, re- 
joicing, and endued with double energy for the toilsome 
achievement. But he sees a neighbour to whom the Lord 
has also granted help through human roeabs, perhaps not 
exactly similar to that which he has received ; he sees his 
neighbour likewise openly rejoicing in the possession of 
such a staff; and bringing him to the tests of that perfect 
law which requires an entire devotedness to and dependence 
on the Lord, he raises a cry of * mixed motives,' * the arm 
of flesh,' * idolatry,^ and so forth. No doubt he is so far 
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right, that perverse humanity wUl ever abuse God's giftfl* 
and often make them occasions of sin ; but this outcry of 
the beam against die mote, which is so grieYously preva- 
lent in the religious wotld, is very unseemly. Oh, how 
infinitely more tender is the Lord to us than we to one 
another! 

Hitherto, many impediments had been thrown in the wi^y 
of my literary labours^ Anxiety, apprehension, and the 
restlessness of feeling resulting from a continual change of 
idl)ode, had broken the train of ihoughti and rendered my 
work very uncertain. Indeed, it would often Have been 
wholly inadequate to my support, but for the watchful kind- 
ness of friends whom the Lord raised up to me, forenoosi 
among whom always stood the estimable Mr^ Sandford, who 
never ceased to regard me with paternal affection and care4 
To be wholly indepepdent was the first earthly wish of my 
heart ; and now a fair opporttknity was given of testing my 
willingness to labour diligently. The result was so far satis- 
factory, that in the course of the two years and two months 
of my residence under my brother's roof, I wrote the Rock^ 
ite. The System, Izram, Consistency, Perseverance, Allen 
M'Leod, Zadoc, and upwards of thirty little books and 
tracks, besides contributions to various periodicals. I was 
going on most prosperously when an attempt was suddenly 
made from another quarter to establish a claim to the profits 
of my pen. The defaiand was, probably, legal, according 
to the strict letter of existing statutes^ though circumstances 
would have weighed strongly in my favour. But it greatfy 
reduced the value of my copyrights, for the time being, and 
I found myself checked in my career at a juncture when it 
was especially my desire to go on steadily. This brought 
upon me two temptations, the force of which was greatly 
increased by the circumstances under which they found me. 
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8AKDHUE8T. 



Whbn I first began to write, it was with, a simple desire to 
tDstmct the poor io the blessed truths of the gospel. M7 
own situation soon rendered it needful to turn the little talent 
I possessed to account. This I did, still keeping in view the 
grand object of promoting God's glory ; and my attempts 
having been well received, I found a ready market for what- 
ever I wrote, so that the name was considered a sufficient 
guarantee for the book. Now, I could no longer safely use 
that name, and anonymous writing became the only feasible 
plan. A fHend, who did not look upon the main subject in 
the light that I did, made, through my brother, a proposal 
tiiat I riiould become a confributor to die most popular n!iag* 
azine of the day, supplying tales, &c., the purport of whi<^ 
was to be as moral as I pleased, but with no direct mention 
of religion. The terms offered were very high 2 the s^ct 
incognito to be preserved would secure me from any charge 
of inconsistency, and coming as it did when my regular 
source pf income was suddenly closed, and when the idea 
of being burdensome to my generous brother with his in- 
creasing fiunily was hardly supportable, it was thought I 
could not demur. 
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Nevertheless, I did ; the Lord in his gracious providence 
had said to me, " Go work to-day in my vinejrard," and I 
had for upwards of four years enjoyed that blessed privi- 
ledge. It was now withdrawn, certainly not without his 
permission, and how did I know that it was not to try my 
faith t The idea of hiring myself out to another master — 
to engage m the service of that world the friendship of which 
is enmity witl^ God — to cause the Holy One of Israel to 
cease from before those whom by the pen I addressed — 
to refrun from setting forth Jesus Christ and Him crucified 
to a perishing world, and give the reins to an imaginatioD 
ever prone to wander after folly and romance, but now sub- 
dued to a better rule — all this was so contrary to my views 
of Christian principle that, afler much earnest prayer to God, 
I decided rather to work gratuitously in the good cause, 
trusting to Him who knew all my necessity, than to entan- 
gle myself with things on which I could not ask a blessing. 
The conflict was indeed severe ; no one attempted to ,oppose 
nxf resolve ; but as yet no one could at all understand its real 
ground ; arid it was a very trying posittoii in which I stood, 
thus seemingly spurning an honourable means of indepen- 
dence and leaving myself destitute. But the trial was short : 
my first frieiids, the Christiati * Dublin Tract Society,' exer- 
cising that faith which has distinguished all their acts, deter- 
mined to brave the consec^uences, and still publish my little 
books. This^ though &e proflt was not then very good, I 
hailed as a gracious intimation of the Lord's purpose still to 
continue me in His service ; and I was the more strengthened 
to meet the second triaU which, coming at a time when the 
sum profiered would be doubly acceptable, and the refusal in- 
volving the loss of a very old and kind friend, was rather a 
riuirp one ; more especially as the offence given would and 
did alienate him from others who had no share in the proceed- 
ing, and whose interests were far dearer to me than my own. 

Many years before, that fiiend had published a novel: 
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not a flimsy love-story, but of a class above the commoD 
run. I had, as a girl, been very fond of it, and often de- 
lighted the amiable author by expressing an admiration that 
was not general ; for the work had fiuled, and was unsold* 
Now, finding I had been myself successful with the pen, and 
fhU, even in old age, of natural love for his literary offspring, 
be had formed a plan, in which he never dreamed of encoun* 
tering opposition. He wished me to re-write it, to cast the 
chtiraoters anew, enliven the style, add variety to th^ inci^ 
dents, andv in short, make a new work out of his materials* 
Still it was to be a novel ; and as it had been originally pub* 
Ushed in his name, it was to be so now. My share in the 
wo]^ would never be known : and as he was abundantly 
wealthy, and equally generous, a carte bUmche as to terms 
was before me. 

On the former occasion I had paused, and thought much: 
CfB this I did not The path was plain before me, but dread** 
fully painful to pursue^ A hundred pounds just then would 
have been more to me than a thousand at another time ; and 
private feeling was moist distressingly involved, both as re- 
garded myself and others. It was in an agony of prayer, 
and after many bitter tears that I brought myself to do what, 
nevertheless, I had not a wish to leave undone. I wrote a 
faithful letter to the friend in question, most unequivocally 
stating the ground of my refusal — the responsibility under 
which I conceived we all hiy before Grod for the application 
of talents committed by Him: the evils of novel-reading; 
and, as far as I could, I declared the whole gospel of Christ 
to one whom I had no reason to consider as taking any 
thou^t whatever for his soul. I heard no more from him 
to the day of his death, which took place ten years afler. I 
had reason to believe that his intentions towards me were 
very liberal in the final distribution of his property ; for he 
had known and loved 4ne from my qradle, and he had no 
family : but my conscience bore a happy testimony in the 
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OMitter; and I am fidljr persuaded that the whole was a 
snare of Satan to betray me inlo an acceptance ofunhaQow* 
ed gains, by 4satering to the worldly tastes of those who for- 
get God. No doobtt the business Would have been a pro- 
fitable one, and the inducement to persevere made strong in 
proportion as I sacrificed prmciple to lucjre. ** All these 
things will I give theot if :thou wilt fall down fmd worsh^i^ 
nie.V I shquld neither do justice to the Lord's rich good* 
ness nor to the honoured instrument of llis bounty if | 
omitted to add, that, shortly ajRer, my munificeot friend Mr. 
Sandford sent me a gift that left me no loser by havhig 
done my duty.. 

While on the Subject of my books, I will record an inci- 
dent that occurred ab<;>ut the same time, and on which I 
always look with feelings of indescribable delight. I did 
not know it until, some years afterwards, the story was re- 
lated to me by the principal lector in it — the abettof of n^ 
heretical pravity. Little did I dream, when writing my 
humble penny books, that they would be iadvuiced to the- 
hi^ honour of a place in the Papal Index Expurgatcnrius ! 

The lady in question took to the continent a sweet, only 
daughter : a lovely little gkl often 3rears old, the jc^ of her 
widowed bosom, who was fast sinking in decline. I was 
exceedingly fond of that child, who returned my afibction 
from the depths of an Irish heart ; and who, out of love for 
its author, selected one of my small penny bodks to trans- 
late into Italian during her lasi stage of sufiering. ,She did 
not live to complete it ; but with her dying breath requested 
her mother to do so, in the earnest hope of its being made 
usefiil to the ignorant people around them. Bessie was a 
lamb of the Lord's fold ; and to lead other children into ibe 
same blessed shelter was her heart's desire. As soon as 
the bereared mother could make any etertion, she betook 
herself to the task assigned by her departed darling, and 
found such^satutfacticm in it that she extended her laboins» 
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mod tmiMlat^ aev««l more. Being a lady of raak and 
affluencet «he was enabled to carry it on to publication, and 
to ensure the circulation of the little books among many. 
One of them, ^The Simple Flower,' a sixpenny book, thus 
translated, fell into the hands of an Italian physician, a man 
of highly cultivated mind ; nominally a Romanist ; and like 
all thinking Romanists, in reality an infidel. The book con* 
tains not a word on controversy ; not an allusion to Popery 
— ^it is plain gospel truth, conveyed in a very simple narra- 
tive. €rod blessed it to this gentleman, and he became a 
Ohnelian. The circumstance excited much remain : curi- 
osity led many to read that and others of the series, and a 
great number were circulated in the neighbouring districts. 
This was actually within the papal states, under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Archbishop of Siennat to whose knowledge came 
the. astounding fact that pennyworths of heresy were circu- 
lated within the range of his pastoral chai^ : the matter was 
reported at head«quarters, taken up with due seriousness, 
and a Sunday appointed, on which, no doubt, I was quietly 
worsl^pping in the college chapel at Sandhurst, wholly un- 
conscious thatxmy name was then being proclaimed at a hun- 
dred Italian altars, with a denunciation against all who 
should read, ctrculate,-or possess any book, tract, or treatise 
penned hj me. One instance was particularized : a poor 
priest had himself given numbers of these translations to his 
fleck ; and after mass he stood before them, deeply moved, 
telling them he had a painful duty to perform. That he 
bad received from the highest authority a command to pro- 
^claim what he held in his hand, and which he proceeded to 
read to them — a copy of the fulmination above-mentioned. 
Having done so he folded the paper, and resumed, saying 
he had given and recommended the little books to them, 
beeause he had read them himself and found nothing but 
what was good in them : however, the church, which they 
were all bound to obey, judged otherwise; *and now,' he 

17 
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added, * you roust bring them back to me, or burn them, or in 
^ome other way destroy them wholly : nevertheless I de- 
clare in the sight of God I found no evil in those dear little 
books, but the contrary — - they are full of good.' He burst 
into tears, and many wept with him ; and not a few of the 
proscribed productions were wrapped up and buried in the 
earth, or otherwise put away till the search should be over. 
Who knows but that very priest was led to the Bible and to 
Christ through such humble meaiis I I would not exchange 
for the value of the ten kingdoms ten times trebled, the joy 
tlmt I feel in this high honour put upon me-*- this rich bless- 
ing of being under the papal curse. 

I have been long silent on the subject of public events : 
George the Third had passed into a blessed immortality just 
at the time when I first learned to understand and appreciate 
his Christian character; George the Fourth had visited 
Ireland, and in the ardently-expressed affection of a people 
who will always love where they are permitted so ta do, had 
recognised their claim in his paternal regard, which recog- 
nition was used by the wily deceivers of the day to press as 
a national boon the wicked, cruel measure that would only 
confirm more strongly their subjection to a foreign power, 
and alienate the whole race from England. Napoleon had 
disappeared from the world of which he was the terrific 
scourge, and found an obscure tomb on the distant rock ; 
while peace rested upon the nations, so long tossed m 
tumultuous rage. No sign appeared of hostile movenoent 
abroad, and all men were occupied in domestic politics, 
striving for^md against the subversion of our ancient insti- 
tutions. The party in power had shown a decided inclina- 
tion to help forward the cause of Popery ; and God, who has 
never failed to intimate his displeasure at such a leaning on 
the part of our gove^ment, shook 'the whole country with a 
commereial panic that menaced general bankruptcy. Alex- 
ander of Russia was taken away in the prime of life : and 
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with full purpose of keart to christiaDize hid vast empire, and 
to gather in the outcasts of Israel. I always thought he was 
removed because his enlightened mind was too far in advance 
of the time, and he passed too rapidly forward in works not 
yet to be accomplished. His death affected me deeply, for 
I had become exceeditigly watchful of the signs of the times, 
and impressed with the belief that the consummation of all 
things was not far distant. In fact, I was rapidly embracing 
those views called Millennarian, without being conscious of 
it; and the prophetic Scriptures became unceasingly my 
study. The Duke of York's death seemed to me the signal 
for overthrowing our national Protestantism, and while I 
mourned in him a royal patron who had taken a generous 
interest in my concerns, and in heartfelt sympathy wept with 
the old soldiers of the military establishment over one so justly 
endeared to them and to the whole army, my heart quaked 
at the silencing of that voice so nobly, so energetically, so 
solemnly raised in the Senate against a deed to which he then 
distinctly swore, before God and his country, that he would 
never be consenting. I visited St. George's chapel on the 
day of his interment: and when I saw his knightly effigies, — 
the helm and sword and baniier, — taken down from over his 
stall and carried out of the chapel, a strange foreboding came 
over me, such as I had never known : but which, alas ! has 
long been, and still is, in course of fulfilment. I stood at the 
mouth of the vault where the relics of his royal father rested 
and into which his own were to descend : it seemed to me 
the open grave of all that my proudly English heart had 
cherished from infancy ; and such was my emotion that I 
declined witnessing the interment, and stationed myself in 
the highest attic of a house where all were thronging to the 
lower windows for a sight of the solemn pageant that wound 
its torch-light way through the street. I saw it far beneath 
me, more like a procession of fairies than of full-sized men, 
and noble steeds ; and I wept unrestrained, with feelings 
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hard to define, until wholly exhausted, and actually ill from 
the effects of such excitement. Was there not a cause t 
The event has proved it. I cannot believe that the deed 
committed two years afterwards, in that very Windsor, the 
granting of the royal assent to the abominable Bill, would 
ever have b^en perpetrated while the Duke of Xork existed 
as next in succession to the throne. 

This was January 1827 : the following October witness- 
ed the mast eventful scene that has been Enacted upon this 
globe for many centuries. Even at tbat^ooe I felt it to be 
so ; and now at the distance of thirteen ye^urs its effects ar& 
making themselves felt through every nerve and pulse of 
the body politic, not merely in £uiope but gradually through*- 
out the world. The bittle of f^avarino was the tinning 
point of this dispensation. Most wonderful it was in aU its 
particulars : nothing could be further from the widies, the 
interests, the avowed policy of England than to cripi^ in 
any way the power of Turkey, that ^eat and efficient bar- 
rier against the formidable Muscovite. In fact, our fleet 
was rather intended to protect than to embarrass the Porte. 
Greece was struggling for freedom, and the Mahommedan 
despot was crushing her deeper into the dust beneath his 
merciless hand, so that it behooved the civilised powers of 
Christian Europe to interpose something in the form of pro- 
tection over the oppressed victim ; but Russia alone had an 
interest in harming Turkey, and Russii^'s allies were of all 
things most jealous of her growing greatness : yet, unsent, 
unauthorized, and acting under an impulse that could not be 
iM^counted for, England and France went into action side by 
side with Russia, and at one blow broke forever the power 
of the Porte. It was most wonderful : it opened to my 
view a mighty page in the world's history, and led me, with- 
out communication with any mortal holding those views, — 
for I knew not one,— to look upon the sixth vial as in the 
very act of emptying its contents on the great river Euphra- 
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tes, and so to inquire, with trembling anxiety, what would 
be the result of outpouring the seventh. I settled it in my 
mind to watch the East as one who looks for the sun's ris- 
ing on a scene of bodily peril in darkness and in doubt. I 
plainly saw diat Turkey most now lie helpless before the 
Russian ; and I resolved if this blow was not followed up 
by sudden ruin, but by the continuance of a wasting, a * dry- 
ing up ' process, I would proceed on my new assumption 
of prophetic meanings as established. Devoted to the Jew- 
ish cause, I always looked upon Turkey with abhorrence, 
and jealously anticipated her predicted subversion, that Israel 
might again possess the good land : and while shuddering 
over the scene of bloodshed that had occurred, and lament- 
ing the passage of so many ruined souls into eternity, I 
could not stifle a sensation of joy that a Signal-gun had thus 
been fired for the ingathering of the scattered tribes. My 
brother observed ^is : he said, ' I do believe you are glad of 
this unfortunate battle : I promise you it is a very different 
victory from what you are used to exult in.' I did not deny 
this, bpt still, in spite of myself, I looked glad. ' Oh, you 
Christfan ladies are tender-hearted creatures, to delight in a 
scene of butchering and drowning, just because the poor 
wretches happen to be Turks !' I could not defend myself 
from the-oharge : that dear brother had not yet learned to 
. view passing events in the light that Scripture throws upon 
them : and I remained under a sort of stigma that did not 
affect me much ; especially as his utmost displeasure never 
went further than good-humoured raillery, levelled at the 
supposed inconsistency which his own awakening percep- 
tion of divine truth rendered him doubly quick at detecting. 
I was driven to my Bible more closely than ever by thid 
event ; and the Bible which had taught me every thing else 
was now teaching me Millennarianism, while as yet the 
word was in my estimation one of reproach. 
With what fondness does memory tinger over those de- 
17* 
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lightful days of so^rn upder tke sheltering roof of my 
brother, so soon to be for ever parted in this world ! An- 
other boy had been added to our happy little circle, and 
Jack's warm heart seemed to receive an accession of love 
that he might have it to bestow on the * beautiful Babj 
small,' which claimed so much of his thoughts and prayers. 
Indeed, his thoughts were always prayers, for God was in 
all. He made but little progress in language, having a 
great dislike to leamihg beyond what was needful for com- 
^municating his thoughts to me, and as he was then obliged 
to be more with servants than I liked, I was not anxious to 
extend his facilities of communicating with them: not did 
he at all desire their society. He had a little room of his 
own, to his great delight, over the coach-house; and when 
not employed in his work, or talking with me, he was nest 
happy with the pencil. He gave a strong and beautiful 
proof of the dread with which God inspired him as to en* 
snaring company : and I cannot pass it over. 

My brother declared his intention of keeping a horse, and 
of course a ^oom. Jack came to me with an earnest en- 
treaty that he might be the groom, saying he could do it so 
well. The reason he g^ve to me, confidential'y, was, that 
men were very wicked ; that the man-servant would often 
shake hands with the devil, (his usual mode of expressing 
wilful sin,) and that if Jack shook hands with him he would 
4mne day draw his hand till he got it into the devil's ; mean- 
ing, that an evil companion would by degrees induce him to 
become evil too. He also said. Captain B. was very kind 
to Main, and that a servant would cos him money, and eat 
a great deal ; but Jack would take no money, and only eat 
* small potato, small meat,' because he loved Captain B. 
When I communicated the request to my brother he laughed, 
saying such a boy could never groom a horse ; but Jack 
had been privately to a kind friend of his, a retired non- 
commissioned officer of cavalry, who had the care of some 
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horses, aod got htm to gi? e him instnictioD, succeeding so 
well ia his attempt that the seqeant told my brother he really 
thought him competent to the office. He conseoted to try ; 
and having purchased his horse, tied him up at the stable* 
door for Jack to commence operations, while we all assem- 
bled to see him. I was apprehensive of a total failurot 
but he did it admirably, and my brother declared he only 
wanted, a few inches in height to be one of the best grooam 
In the kingdom. Jack's exultation was very great. When 
we were alone, he wettt up to the horse, kissed it, and tifter 
telling me how [leased he saw hit aiiister look, he added* 
* No man ; all one Jack. Devil cry -« go devil !' a»d snap- 
ped his fingers at the mvisible en^my. 

His greatest security next to his love of Ood was his con- 
stant fear of Satan ; yet it was rather a fear of himself, lest 
he should yield to his temptations, for he 'wbs perfectly 
aware Satan would not force him to do anything. Hence 
his extreme caution as to what associates he had, and a re- 
serve with those whom he did not Icnow to be Christiaas, 
which was sometimes mistaken for {Hide. He invanablf 
asked me, of every person who cane to the house, whe^r 
that person loved Jesus Christ ; aod if I could not give a 
positive answer in the affirmative, he stood aloof, always 
most courteous, but perfectly cold, and even dignified in re- 
pelling any advance to sociability b^rmid common politeness. 
He did not know the meaning of a single bad word, and 
God kept him so that the wicked one toudied him not. I 
used every means, of course, to this end. I watched him 
most narrowly, and always interposed if he was required to 
do anything, or to go to any place, in which I apprehended 
danger. My vigilance extorted smiles from those who con- 
sidered it must all be in vain when he grew a little older ; 
but no obstacle was placed in my way ; and I bless God I 
never relaxed that care, nor did the boy ever depart fit>m 
his holy caution ; and he died at the age of nineteen, a very 
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tall and fine 1 ooking young roan, with the mind of a litde 
babe as regards the evil that is in the world. Oh that 
parents knew the importance of dius watching over their 
boys ! 

Soon after the first horse was established in his stall, my 
brother purchased a second' for my riding, sajring he should 
now, of course, get an assistant in the stable ; but Jack burst 
into tears', and himself pleaded with him for leave to do all. 
My brother greatly delighted in his broken language, and 
caught exactly his phraseology, so that they conversed to- 
gether as well as with ine ; and he told me he could not 
stand Jack's entreaties. * He is a fine little fellow,' said he, 
' and if you well watch and see that he is mot over-exerting 
himself, he may try for a while : he will soon be tired.' But 
far from it ; Jack was ph>ud of his two horses ; and none in 
the place were better' kept. When a cow was added, a 
young person came to milk her ; but Jack was outrageous, 
talked of his mother's * Kilkenny cows,' and ' Cow's baby,' 
and expressed such sovereign contempt for the stranger's 
performance, and such downright hostility against the in- 
truder, that we had no peace till he got the cow also tinder 
his especial care. OAen afterwards did he talk of that time, 
saying he was * Well Jack,' when he had two horses and a 
cow, and almost crying over his loss. He grew rapidly, and 
Uie doctors told me that such a life would have kept him 
strong to any age. 

One day he came and asked me to let him have a large 
hoop, to make him go faster on messages. I thought it 
childish, and tiid not regard it, so he went to my brother with 
the same^ request, who inquired his reason. Jack told him 
the stage coaches that passed our gate went very &st, be- 
cause the four horses had four large hoops, meaning the 
wheels, and if be had a large hoop he could go as fast as the 
horses. Diverted beyond measure at such an original idea, 
my brother sent to Reading for the largest and best hoop that 
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eodd be got ; and maay a laugh we bad at seeing Jack 
mciag beside die London coaches, with his wheel, noddmg 
defiance at the horses, and shouting aloud with glee* He 
oAen went six miles with his wheel, to bear messages and 
notea to our valued and much^loyed friend^ General Orde, 
whom he idolized almost, and who looked on him as one of 
the most lovely instances of divine grace he had ever met 
with. On the first formation of the British Reformation 
Society, General Orde wrote to me, with a prospectus of the 
intended work. I told it to Jack, who in rapturous delight 
gave me his whole worldly fortune of two sli^llings, bidding , 
me give it to put in their pockets, and to bid good General 
Orde tell gentlemen to send much Bibles to Kilkenny, that 
his father and mo^r and all the poor people might learn to 
break the crucifixes, and love Jesus Christ I wrote this to 
the General, who sent to me for the identical two shillings, 
wiuch Mr. Noel produced on the platform, with the dumb 
boy'^s message, and I believe it drew many a piece of gold 
from the purses of those who saw the gift^ which stands en^ 
relied the very first in the accounts of that noble society's 
receipts. Jack oAen prayed for the Reformation Society^ 
and I believe his blessing helped them not a little. There 
was so much faith in all that he did, such as God alone 
could give ; and he never seemed to entertain a doubt of 
obtaining what he asked. Many a sweet instance of his 
child-like confidence in the Lord is engraven on my memory, 
at once to stimulate and to shame me. Hie whole experi-* 
ence seemed to be an illustration of the word of promise^ 
*^ Ask, and ye shall receive." One of the things that struck 
mB as being referable to nothing but the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, was the interest manifested by this boy for the 
Jews. His active Protestantism was easily accounted for; 
but to give him an idea of Judaism would have been iaapoe- 
sible. He could not read. His knowledge of language did 
not go far enough to enable him to understand the construe- 
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tion of a sentence ; and though he spelled correctly, and 
wrote readily whatever he wished to^ say, and his mode of 
expression was generally quite intelligible to others, he did 
not comprehend what was spoken or written in the ordinary 
way. Accustomed to attach a distinct meaning to every 
word, and acquainted with very few besides nouns and a few 
verbs, which he only used in the present tense, independeat 
of the pronouns, and without reference to number, he was 
quite lost among the other parts of speech. , For instance, 
if I had wanted to say, ' You must go to the village and buy 
me a small loaf of bread,' ^ I should have expressed it thus : 
' * Jack, go village, money, bread small, one.' Grammati- 
cally expressed, the order would have been unintelligible to 
him : but few would have misunderstood it in the uncouth 
phrase last instanced. He would have gone to the shop, 
and writing down, ' Bread small, one,' would have held out 
the money, and made a sign to express what size he wanted. 
It was this very fact of the impossibility of conveying to Ins 
mind any clear notion of things invisible and spiritual, that 
BO gloriously manifested the power and goodness of God in 
causing the light to shine into his heart. To a reader who 
never witnessed the attempts of an intelligent, half-taught, 
deaf mute, to express his meaning, and to catch that of 
others, much of what I state respecting Jack may and must 
appear, if not incredible, at least unintelligible; yet none who 
ever saw and conversed with him would fail to substantiate 
it, and they were very many. That zealous missionai;^, Dr. 
Wolff, visited my brother's cottage when he and I were both 
absent, and no one could assist Jack in conversing with him ; 
yet so great was his delight, that he wanted to take him to 
Palestine, to instruct th^ deaf and dumb in the doctrine of 
Christ. The Rev. H. H. Beamish Is another who cannot, 
without emotion, recall his intercourse with that dying Chris- 
tian. General Orde, who saw him very frequently, regarded 
him as a wonder of divine graces and die Rev. W. Han« 
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cock, his beloved pastor, who for four years observed him 
closel^r, often ^aid he derived greater encouragement from 
the experience and the prayers of that poor boy, than from 
almost any other earthly source. Unbelievers will doubt ; 
but those who know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ will 
adore. 

Still it will be evident that Jack could net read the Bible. 
He took great delight in copying it out, dwelling on such 
words as he knew ; but I have seen him turn over two leaves 
and gaon wholly unconscious of any mistake : and I havO 
found among his papers whole pages, composed of half sen- 
tences and single epithets from Scripture, put together in 
unbroken paragraphs, without any meaning. With all this, 
he was ardentljr attached to the Jewish cause, and always 
told me ' Jesus Christ love poor Jew ; Jew soon see love 
Jesus Chrbt.' When speaking of them, he wouM look very 
tender, and sorrowful, moving his head slowly from side to 
side, and his hand as if strbking some object in a caressing 
way. At such times it was curious to mark the effect of 
naming a ' priest Roman' to him. In a moment his aspect 
changed to something ludicrously repulsive : he stuck his 
hands in his sides, pufied out his cheeks to their full extent, 
scowled till his brows overhung his eyeUds, and generally 
finished by appearing to seize a goblet and drain off the con- 
tents to the last drop, inflating his body, stroking it, smack- 
ing his lips, and strutting about. This he did, not as 
imputing drunkenness ta the priesthood, but their denying 
the cup to the laity, and swallowing the contents themselves. 
Though his acting was laughably comic, his feeling was that 
of serious and severe indignation ; and. he would reprove us 
for the laughter it was utterly impossible to restrain, saying, 
with triumphant confidence, * God see : Jesus Christ come 
soon.' This coming of Uie Lord Jesus, an actual, personal, 
visible coming, to walk about upon the earth, in whatever 
way he had represented it to himself, or howsoever God had 
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revealed it to biin, he constantly associated with two things — 
the consolation of the Jews and the. destruction of Popery. 
I did not see it so ; I looked for both those events at the 
comtnencement of the thousand years, expecting a spiritual 
coming of the Loixl then, and a personal one at the very end 
of the world. I did not, however, contradict Jack, nor 
attempt to alter his view of the subject. I wanted the 
world to be quietly converted, by tbe preaching of the gospel ; 
but I had been once nearly startled out of my system, ^eo 
in Kilkenny. A beloved friend, since gone to her rest, 
pointed out to me the sixty-third of Isaiah, asking what I 
thought was the dye of the garments diere mentioned t I 
replied, the blood of the Saviour, which drenched his raiment 
in the garden, and his body on the cross. * And what,' pur- 
sued she, * is this treading of the wine«press !' I answered, 
* It was the laborious work of achieving our redemption, and 
bearing alone the wrath of the Lord.' * I wish you would 
read it without a break,' said she, ' and take it according to 
the literal, plain sense, for I think we are all wrong here.' ' I 
did read it, was surprised, and, contrary to my usual custom, 
ran to a commentary, and Matthew Henr3r's very lame and 
laboured elucidation, or rather extinction of the matter, 
cocked the inquiry thus began. On all other points I 
speedily came to a right understanding, because I took 
God's word as my guide ; and only on this did I prefer a 
candle to the sun, just because Matthew Henry lay beside 
me, having been sent in by a friend. On this subject, there- 
fore, I remained in the dark, until the amazing turn of events 
in the Sast put me upon considering the prophecies of the 
last days in the same way as I had considered all the other 
vital questions ; and the result was, a reception of almost 
every millennial view before I suspected it, and before I 
ceased to abjure the name as wholly ioeoosistent with spirit- 
ual Christianity. 1 remember Lady Oeorgiana Wolff asking 
me if I was a millennarian^ and I answered, almost reseot- 
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fully, • No, indeed.' * But I am,» she returned. • Mr. 
Wolff is not one, I am sure,* «aid I. * No,' answered her 
ladyship, *but in six months he will be one ; he cannot help 
it.' She was right, for in less than six months he was preach- 
ing the doctrine openly ; and I was holding it firmly, while 
stoutly protesting against it, just because I did not know 
what it was I believe many are in this predicament now, 
stumbling at a word— ^rejecting the shadow, while they hold 
the substance. What think you of the following lines, being 
written and printed too, some years before I would allow my- 
self to be a millennarjan, soon after the battle of Navarino : — 

When from scattered lands afar 
Speeds the voice of rumored war, 
Nations in conflicting pride 
Heaved like Ocean's stormy tide, 
When the tolar splendours fail, 
And the crescent waxeth pale, 
And the powers that star-like reign. 
Sink dishonoured to the plain, 
World, do thou the signaJ dread, 
We ezhalt the drooping head, 
We uplift the expectant eye— 
Our redemption draweth nigh. 

When the fig-tree shoots appear. 
Men proclaim their summer near ; 
When the hearts of rebels fail, , 
We the coming Saviour hail ; 
Bridegroom of the weeping spouse. 
Listen to her longing vows — 
Listen to her widow'd moan. 
Listen to creation's groan ! 
Bid, oh bid, the trumpet sound, 
Gather thine elect around ; 
Gird with saints thy flaming car, 
Gather them from climes afar. 
Call them from life's cheerless ^oom, 
Call them from the marble tomb, 
18 
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From the grass-grown vUlage grave. 
From the deep dissolving wave, 
From the whirlwind and the £ame, 
Mighty Head ! thy members clfiim ! 

Where are those whose fierce disdain, 
Scom'd Messiah's gentle reign ? 
Lo, in seas of sulphurous fire, 
Now tbey taste his tard j ire, 
Prison'd till th' appointed daj,^ 
When the world shbll pass away. 

duelled are all thy foes, O Lord, 
Sheath again the victor sword. 
Where thy cross of anguish stood. 
Where thy life distilled in blood, 
Where they mocked thy dying groan, 
King of nations, plant thy throne. 
Send the law from Zion forth, 
Oyer all the willing earth : 
Elarth, whose Sabbath beauties rise 
Crowned with more than paradise. 

Sacred be the opposing veil ! 
Mortal sense and si^t must fail. 
Yet the day, the hour is nigh, 
We shall see thee eye to eye. 
Be our souls in peace possest 
While we seek the promised rest. 
And from every heart and home 
Breathe the prayer, Lord Jesus come ! 
Haste to set thy people free ; 
Come ; creadon groans for thee ! 
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LETTER Xli, 



8 E PA RATION. 



The two shortest years of my life were now dirawiDg to a 
close. My brother had completed his studies, passed his 
ezaniinatioDf and was under orders to join his regiment in 
Ireland. Oh how my heart rose in prayer, that where I had 
found a spiritual blessing he also might receive ii ! I could 
not understand the state of his mind on the most vital of all 
points : he had imbibed a prejudice so strong against the 
class of people called evangelical, that nothing but his gen- 
erous affectiop for us would hatve induced him to receive 
under his roof two of that proscribed body — to say nothing 
of Jack. He confessed to me, laughing, not long after we 
became his inmates, that he supposed we should be falling 
on our knees half a dozen times a day, singing psalms all 
over the house, and setting our faces against every thing 
merry or cheerful. He had never been acquainted with 
any serious person before going tp Portugal, nor during 
his short leaves of absence at home : none of that class ever 
crossed his path abroad, and he came home prepared to 
believe any thing that was told him of the supposed iknatics; 
whom he understood to be a sort of ranting dissenters. At 
Cliftonveitremes then ran far; the gay people most violently 
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deaouQcing their sober neighbours, and making up all sorts 
of scandal concerning them. Hannah More was pointed 
out as *' queen of the methodists,' and a most infamous lie, 
wholly destructive of her moral character, circulated among 
a narrow but dissipated cliqtie as a known feet ; while the 
small fry of fanatics were disposed of by dozens in a similar 
way. The faithful clergyman whose ministry we attended 
was absolutely persecuted; and his congregation could ex- 
pect no better at the same hands. I am very far from ch€U'g- 
ing this upon the generality of even worldly people there ; 
but it did exist, visibly and sensibly ; and my dear brother 
evidently had fallen in with some of these wholesale calum- 
niators, before he could possibly judge for himself. A visit 
to Barley Wood, and a very prolonged interview with the 
'queen' greatly staggered his prejudices; he ^was perfectly 
charmed with her, and remarked to me that if all her sub- 
jects wiere like her, they must be a very agreeable set of 
people. Still he apprehended an outbreak of extravagance 
when we should be fairly installed in his abode ; and though 
he soon became undeceived, and learned to take the great? 
est delight in the society of General Orde, Mr. Sandford, 
and othera equally decidied:^ though he punctually attended 
the faithful ministry of Mr. Hancock at the college chapel, 
besides hi9 regular appearance at the usual military service, 
and would nqt allow one disparaging word to be uttered in 
his presence of that zealous preacher or his deeply spiritual 
discourses ; though he chose from among his brother offi<r 
cers a bold, uncompromising Christian as his most intimate 
associate, and gave many unconscious indications that he 
had received the doctrine of man's total corruption, and the 
nothingness of his be^t works; though he became the 
warm advocate of a scriptural education for the youthful 
poor, whom he had a)wi^ys before coosideied most safe and 
happy in total ignorance — still, with all this, I CQ\}ld not see 
even isx his hes^utiful devoul bearu^ iq public worship where 
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' the reverse so sadly prevailed, and where every thing ap- 
proaching |o seriousness became a matter of suspicion, that 
he was really seeking God. In fact, I had been too much 
in the trammels of a system, which lays down arbitrary rules, 
and will not. admit that God is working unless his hand be 
immediately and openly apparent to all. I would not believe 
that what looked green and beautiful was a blade of com, 
just because it had notlyet grown to an ear : and I refrained 
from speaking when perhaps speech on such subjects would 
have been more welcome than be wished to acknowledge, 
lest the remarks that I longed to utter might prove unpalat- 
able, and produce the contrary effect to what I desired. He 
was only going for a little while; an appointment on the 
home-staff was promised, and theq 1 was to live with him 
again, and 1 would zealously pursue the work. Alas I what 
a rod was prepared for my unbelief and presumption ! The 
present was slighted, in the confident expectation of a future 
that was never to arrive. 

We were almost always together put of his college hours. 
My window commanded a view of the distani^buHding, and 
when I saw the preparatory movement-to breaking up, I rose 
from my desk, tied on my bonnet, and ran off in sufficient 
time to meet him very near the college. Both let loose 
from six hours' hard work, we were like children out of 
school, often racing and laughing with all the buoyancy of 
our natural high spirits. The garden, the poultry-yard, and 
all the little minutisa of pur nice farming establishment, fully 
occupied the afternoon, while the children gambolled rounds 
and Jack looked on with smiles, often telling me how much 

he loved • beautiful Captain B ' as he constantly called 

him. At ten o'clock we parted for the night, I to resume 
the pen till long ailer midnight ; he to rest, whence he al- 
ways rose at four o'clock, devoting four or five hours to study 
before we met in the morning. We visited very little, do- 
mestic retirement being the free choice of every one of us ; 
18» 
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and nothing could have induoed my brother to banish his 
children from the parlour or drawing-room. Few things 
excited his indignation more than the nursery system : his 
little ones were the pride of his heart, the delight of his eyes, 
the objects of his fondest care. He often said he intended 
his boys to be gentlemen, and therefore would not allow 
them to imbibe the tastes and habits of the kitchen. The 
consequence is that his boys are gentlemen. 

Thus dwelling in love, united in every plan and pursuit, 
our time fairly divided between diligent work and heahhfol 
recreation amid the delights of rural life, do you marvel 
that I call this period my two shortest years ? Had no pre- 
vious circumstances given tenfold brilliancy to these lights 
by casting a depth of black shadow behind them, or no men- 
acing future hung over the present enjoyment, stiM there was 
enough to make it indeed an oasis ; but it was more. I 
cannot doubt that the Lord mercifully gave me a foreboding 
of what was to come, in the intolerable anguish of what 
seemed to be but a very short parting, with a delightfhl 
prospect of renewed domestic comfprt just beyond. Yet so 
it was : I almost died under the trial of that farewell ; and for 
three weeks before, and as long after, I never had a nighfs 
rest. Visions of terror were constantly before roe, among 
which a scene of drowning was so perpetually recurring 
that I have often started from my bed under the vivid im- 
pression. This was the more strange because we had al- 
ways been so fearlessly fond of the water : in our early days 
we had a little boat, just big enough for him to row and me 
to steer, in which we used to take excursions on the river 
Wensum, and never thought of danger. At Sandhurst too 
we were frequently upon the lake, and bad both become ia- 
miliarized with ocean, until of all perils those of the water 
were least likely to daunt oie, either for myself or him : yet 
in most imminent peril we had once been placed ; and at this 
time it would recur to my memory with totmentiog fire- 
quency. 
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I was about seven j^eani oh)* and be Aough younger was 
much the larger of the Iwoy a Mout boarty boy* and I a- vefy 
frail delicate little creature* tbanks to tbe doc^rs and tbeir 
pet drug. Our parents went out lor a day's ejtcursiont with 
a friend, and of course we accompanied them. Tbe place 
was one celebrated for good fisbing, and tbe gentlemen bav* 
ing enjoyed a long morning's sport, remained in tbe bouse 
with my mothery sei^ling us out to play. We bad strict 
charge not to go too near tbe water« nor on any accpunt ta 
get into a boat, of which there were several on the river. We 
stroUed about, and ai last came to tbe htwk of this river* to 
admire a barge or wherry which lay close to tbe little piec ; 
fbr it was a public ferry, and the depth very great. A small 
boat just by attracted my brother's attention, who wished to 
get into it, until I reminded him of tbe |Hrohibition when be 
said, ^ I won't get into it, Cha. ; but I will sit down here and 
put my two feet in tbe Httle boat.' He did so: the boat 
moved, an^ in his alarm, trying to rise, be f^W and di^lip* 
peared. 

I perfectly remember tbe scene; I have also heard it des- 
cribed many a time by others, but I cannot understand how 
it was that I, stooping from tbe shore, with nothing to bold 
on byway of support, seized the little fellow by the collar as 
he rose, and firmly held him in my grasp. He did not strug- 
gle, but looked up in my face, and I down in bis, and as I 
felt my puny strength rapidly failing, tbe resolution was firm 
on my mind to be drawn in and perish with him. There 
was not a question about it ; I can recall the very thought, 
as though it was of yesterday, and I am positively certain that 
I should have tightened my hold in proportion a^ tbe case 
became more desperate. It pleased God, that, just tb^n, 
some men returning from work descried the figure of a little 
child stooping in a most dangerous position over the deep 
water : they ran up, and while one held me the other rescued 
tbe boy. My grasp was not unloosed until they had him 
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safe on shore ; he was then insensible, and I lost every re- 
collection until I found myself still in the. arms of the man 
who bad carried me ,in, while my mother and the rest were 
stripping the rescued boy and chafing his limbs before a fire* 
It was much talked of, and many a caress I got for what 
they considered heroism beyond my years ; but what hero- 
ism is like love ? ** Many waters cannot quench love, nei- 
ther can the floods drown it; if a man would give all the 
jBubstance of his house for love, it would utterly be con- 
temned." 

When my brother departed for Ireland we left that sweet 
cottage and went to reside in the village, in one better suited 
to the size of our diminished family party. I had several 
young firiends among the cadets, in whom I took a warm in- 
terest, and whose occasional visits I endeavoured to make 
as profitable to them as might be. It is a sad thing to see 
a boy, perhaps most carefully brought up by tender, and 
even^Christian parents, watched, and kept as far as possible 
from all evil communication, then thrown at once into a large 
public institution, and exposed tO' every danger that can as- 
sail the youthful mind. A little insight into human nature 
must show any candid person the extent of mischief to be 
expected. Rarely do we find a cas# of conversion, with es- 
tablishment in grace, very early in life ; and where it exists 
as remarkably as in Jack, we may learn from his excessive 
dread of exposure to temptation how vigilantly the young 
plant should be guarded. Let us just suppose, what is in- 
deed no sketch of imagination, but a slight sketch of ac- 
knowledged reality — let us suppose a boy at the age when 
they are eligible for these places, acquainted with the truth, 
accustomed to Christian instruction, taught to look into the 
word of God for daily direction, and to seek in prayer the 
daily supply of needful grace ; consider him as having re- 
mained under the eye of Christian parents, or a schoolmaster 
who regards those committed to his care as immortal beings, 
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for whose well-doing, while under his charge, he is respon- 
sible to God ; and who therefore counsels them well, and 
banishes to the utmost of his power, vice and profaneness 
froqn among them ; affording them the usual domestic means 
of grace, and seeing that they ajre not neglected. Thus pre- 
pared, the lad enters upon a new scene, where he finds him- 
self surrounded by a large number of youthful companions, 
all busy in qualifying themselves for a future career, we will 
say in the service of theircountry. The first thing done is 
to try the mettle of the new comer, by putting upon him some 
insult, which if he resents, mad offers to fight his way, he may 
be looked on with some respect; but if he appear timid, o» 
reluctant to retaliate, he may be assured of becoming the 
object of ^ most harassing persecution for the amusement of 
the thoughtless, and the gratification of the cruel. In either 
casOf he passes an ordeal of great severity, particularly dur- 
ing the night, wh0n nothing is deemed too rough or alarming 
for the poor stranger to encounter. I appeal to those who 
have passed it whether this is not enough to turn the brain of 
a weak-minded youth, or to injure severely the body of a de- 
licate one ; I have myself known an instance, in a great pub- 
lic seminary, wherein derangement and death followed. 

Supposing this weH |pt over, the lad then finds that if 
there be any among his new comriades disposed to keep up 
the practice of reading the scriptures and praying, they must 
(|o it as secretly as .they would commit a murder, and find 
it more difficult to accomplish than any crime that could be 
named. There always will be a large proportion of ruf- 
fianly characters among many boys; some naturally so, 
others made sq by example. These have the ascendancy 
of course ; and they will use it to check and to i^ifle what- 
ever might shine in contrast to themselves ; while, what 
with these unstable characters who always row with the 
stream, and prudent ones who will not provoke hostility, and 
timid ones who dare not, they meet with little if any opposi« 
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tioD, but rule the whole mass fop evil. The youth, we will 
believe, sincerely desires to preserve his integrity, but what 
can h^ do ? Man in his best estate is jbl frail, inconsisteDt 
being, liable to be blown about by every breath of tempta- 
tion, even when unfettered, and in full possession of all gos- 
pel privileges ; and what are we to expect from a boy who 
has never yet been left to himself, or deprived of counte- 
nance and support? He sees none watching over him, be 
hears no kind admonitory voice, inviting him to seek the 
way of peace and purity. His nature is corrupt, his heart 
is deceitful, his soul cleaves to the dust, and he linds that 
by following the bent of this perverse nature, by gratifying 
its lowest piropensities, and revelling in unhallowed things, 
he shall best purchase the good fellowship of thoi^e who have 
it in theirpower to make his life miserable if he thwarts their 
will. His conscience loudly protests, and calls on him to 
pray ; but if he would do so, where is he to retire for that 
purpose ? Alone he cannot be ; he has no separate apart- ' 
ment, and let those who have tried it say what would be the 
consequence of his kneeling down publicly to worship God. 
He may do it silently and undiscovered in hb bed ; yes, if 
he can lift up his heart, and realize the presence of the God 
of heaven, while the language (^ hell resounds on every 
side ! Even so, he has an enemy within, striving against 
the right principle, and responding to all that his better feel- 
ing repudiates. Then, too, wherewithal shall the young 
man cleanse hie way, if not by ruling himself accordmg to 
the word of God? And how is he to study that word? 
Does the parent who puts a Bible in his boy's portmanteau 
know that the most blasphemous tissue of ribaldry and all 
abomination would be a more suitable gift^ if it is intended 
that he should exhibit it ? These are awful questions, to 
be well considered by those who are wavering as to the 
destination of a youth ; and they apply very widely through- 
out the land. 
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We all know the cade of him whose heart has been swept 
and garnished ; and how much the last state is worse than 
the first, when Satan re-enters with his seven new compan- 
ions. The very checks of conscience render the fretted 
mind more restive ; and the longer restrained the more 
headlong is the wild gallop into which the chafed spirit at 
last breaks. He who trembled at a profane word becomes 
an accomplished swearer ; he whose modesty was most re- 
tiring is foremost to glory in early depravity ; he whose hand 
was ever ready to relieve the poor, while his heart sympa- 
thized in theit sorrows, becomes the wanton spoiler and 
marauder for the sake of a bold vaunt ; he who shrank from 
the approach of profligate misleaders, now volunteers to 
harden new comers in the ways of sin. The youth who 
with noiseless step trod the courts of the Lord's bouse, and 
bent with lowly reverence in prayer, and listened with fixed 
attention to the teacher's voice, now delights in shaming 
others out of the semblance of devotion, and feigns if he does 
not fidl into it, the profound sleep of a wholly uninterested 
actor in the tedious show of public worship. Perchance 
some friend whose proximity to the place admits of it may 
stretch out a helping hand, or lift an admonitory voice, or 
profier a little encouragianent to strengthen the things that 
remain, and which are ready to die ; if so, both the helper 
and the helped will be marked out for ridicule and reviling, 
if for nothiqg worse. 

Honourable men, after this world's course, who are them- 
seves wholly in the dark, verily believing that religion would 
turn a youth's brain and unfit him for the active business of 
life, will feel it a part oftheir duty to oppose every possible 
obstacle to such attempts at reclaiming the young wanderers 
under their charge* I knew, and knew right well, an in- 
stance wherein a lady who strove to do good to the souls of 
some young lads whose paretits she knew to be praying 
people, had a sort of ban put upon her, by the publication of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



216 OADKTS. 

an express order that thej should not be again permitted to 
visit her ; and when a nobleroaa who well knew that she 
had not done any thing to merit such publie condemnationy 
asked the principal of the institution the reason for so harsh 
a proceeding, he received this answer^ * My lord, I was sorry 
to do it ; I felt it a painful duty, but an imperative one. The 
fact is, she got hold of some of the most promising lads under 
my care, and so infected them with her own gloomy notions 
that, I give you my word, they were seen walking alone, 
with Bibbs in their hands I' So much wiser are the childrea 
of this world in guarding those committed to them from the 
entrance of spiritual good, than are the children of light io 
protecting their dearest treasures from Ae oonlannnation of 
most deadly evil ! 

But to return to my cadets at Sandhurst* 1 had two young 
friends there, both Irish, who were known to me from child- 
hood ; both greatly attached to my brother ; both loving me 
dearly; and many a happy hour v/e passed, strolling over 
^e wild heath, or enjoying the cheerfulness of my cottage 
home. On those two, among many, 1 looked with espeeiai 
solicitude as to their future course ; and I have had to re- 
joice, in different ways, over them both. One was early 
taken to his rest ; he died in the faith, looking simply to the 
Lord Jesus, and finding perfect peace in him. The other 
was long away on foreign service, and when next I saw him 
it was as the deliverer, under God, of a whole town, and 
probably through that of the whole kingdom, from a scene 
of revolutionary carnage. He commanded the gallant little 
body of troops at Newport, who <«i the 4th of November, 
1839, quelled^ the Chartist insurrection^ and broke the for- 
midable power that menaced a general outbreak. I can- 
not pass over this event, it was so delightfully gratifying to 
me. 

A third of those in whom I took a livefy interest was 
Alexander Count Calharex^ the eldest son of the Due de 
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Pulmdla. ' He was a most degant youtb^ of fine Inind, deli- 
cate feelif^s^ and Ae sw^test manners possible. Devoted- 
\y attached to Romanism, he constantly attended mass at the 
house of the old Abbe* who added to his professorship in the 
Royal Military. College the dnties of a Popish priest. It 
was a aore grief to me to see Calhares pursuing his solitary 
way to thai house, while we took the road to the College 
chapel, and met him half-way* t longed to enter a solemn 
protest against his ddusiont but I never did it in direct terms, 
though very €^f\en dwelling, in his presence, on the peculiar 
tnidis of Christianity, opposed as they are to the4ie in which 
he trusted. I hoped to havci enjoyed many future^ opportu- 
nities of conversing with him, for he always sought our so- 
ciety in preference to mai^ things that appeared more at- 
tractive, and took a lively interest in Jack. But the Col- 
lege did not suit his taste ; he led jt Soon, and accompanied 
his father to Portugal. Ho died at the Azores ; and I have 
been told that his hope at the last .was one which maketh 
notv ashamed. He was the subject of many, prayers : the 
last day will tell wheiher they were answered. 

But I cannot hasten through the heaviest part of my task ; 
it is the rending open of a wound neVer to heal until the 
leases of the tree of Hfe shall be laid upon it; and if by any 
means I do attain to that resurrection /rofn amdng the dead, 
in which none but the lord's children shall partake, surely 
the dear object of all this sorrow will be there beside me ! 

Six months had passed frOm the time of his departure to 
Ireland, and all his letters w6re full of cheerfulness and 
pleasant anticipation. On the subject where I most wished 
to know his feelings^ he was silent ; but a passage In one 
of his letters struck me gready. I bad been soflfering from 
a slight local pain, which one of my medical friends erro- 
neously pronounced to be a disease of the heart ; and in i 
communicating this to him I had noticed, that I must live in 
momentary expectation of sudden death. His reply was 

19 
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vei7 aflbctionato. He said it had given him a great Bhock« 
but on a little reflecttoo he wa» convinced of its being^alto* 
gether a nervoua sensation ; adding, * If not, why should you 
shrink from «adden death 1 For my own part> I shouM desire 
it, as ar short And easy' passage out of this life.' A tremor 
came over me as I read these words ; but again i thought, 
* Surdy there is someUiing op his mind to brighten diat pas- 
sage, or he would not so express himself; ^ and the thought 
of many^ perils sorrounding him quickened me to redoubled 
prayer, that God would s^t hi3 feet upon the Rock of ages. 
It was ob a bnght Sabbath morning, at the end of Junef 
that, having rather overslept myself I found on awaking the 
letters brought by early post lying on mypillow. 1 took one : 
it was the Horse Guards envelope, in whichhis letters usual* 
[y came ; and in my.eagemest to open one.from him I did 
not even put up a prayer. Full of smiling anticipation, I 
unfolded the enclosure, which was from a most dear and 
valueil friend at the Hprse Guards ; and after some tender 
preparation^ which the sudden reeling of my terr^ed brain 
prevented my comprehending, came die paralyKing sequel : 
A letter had been received from Mnltii^r — he was on the 
lake fishing — Uieboat overset I could not understand 
the meaning of ^e words ; but I understood the thing itself. 
I sprang to my knees to cry for mercy on him — but, oh 
that dreadful, dreadful Uioughtthat pierced through my in- 
most soul — *He is beyond the reach of prayer I' I fell 
back as if really shot ; but what avails it to dwell on this ? 
I bore it as God enabled me ; I felt crushed, annihil»ted as 
it were, under the fierce wrath of the Xord; for to aggra- 
vate the blow, t had no power to believe or to hope. It was 
a light thing to have lost him, my all in this cold, dreary 
world, who from early infancy bad been as the light to my 
eyes, and the, life-blood to my heart ; he who had so veij 
lately been restored, asif to show,jthat while he remained, 
all I could desire of ear^ly happiness was within my reach ; 
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he wbo had been to me tostead of every other mortal blesa- 
iogt and to whom I looked for all that I dared hope of future 
comfort. It was a l^t thing to have lost him, and to look 
upott the aaguish of 1ms widowed mother, to whom he had 
ever be^B more of a mioisteriiig aogel thao a sod, and upon 
die tears of his little dau^iter, who had lost4i father indeed ! 
All this was a small matter compared with the overwhelm- 
ing horroni of that unbeUeviog ^KMight, Uiat he had lost his 
aouL 

It was, ipdeedt the language of uhbelief, for I had abuB- 
^famt cause to trust Qod, even from what I had witeiessed, 
widiout taking into consideration his fiiithfulness as the 
Hearer of prayer, which had been incessantly, importunately 
persisted in for eight years and a half, on that one subject. 
The fiiict is, I had fallen much into the common, dangerous 
error of looking to my own faith rather than to the^object of 
it for salvation ; and I did, in. my heart, exceedingly glory 
in this supposed faith of mine. The dreadful dispensation 
under which I was laid showed me at once that of fkith I had 
not to the value of a grain of mustard^seed ; and now I fdt 
die desolation of spirit which none can know who have not 
beep 90 coitipelled to make such a discovery. I did not 
rebeH I owned the justice of God : nay, the very Brat words 
I could find breath to utter broke forth in the confession, 
** Righteous art thou, O Lord ; just and true are thy ways, 
O King of Saints ! " but it was a fearful trembling beneath 
the hand that had smote me ; and as for being contented to 
have it so, I was not ; I do not wish Uiat t had been contented 
to believe my brother was lost ; I do not understanid that 
faieling, nor wish to understand it ; for surely while we re- 
main in the flesh we cannot divest ourselves of what God 
has interwoven with our very nature, nor cease to feel for the 
spiritual, the eternal interests of those most fondly endeared 
to us, a solicitude as great, aye much greater, than what w#, 
in our unconverted state, once knew in regard to their tem« 
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poral coneenm I apeak of those instances wheroi after 
being ourselves brought to know the Lord, we have laboured 
and prayed perseveribgly for others, and then have sudden- 
ly lost them. I was not content to think that my prayers 
had been cast out : I wanted some token that they had been 
answered. Blessed be the God of all mercies ! I was not 
disappointed.. 

There is a wide distinction, between the case of a man 
who comes out from a world where he has been walking 
according to its most vain, ungodly courses, and who joins 
himself to the Lord's people as a deserter from that world, 
and the case of a man whose path has been that of domestic 
privacy when not engaged in public duty; who has conspi- 
cuously fdlfiUed, with the utmost integrity and zeal, the du- 
ties of the latter, while shining brightly as a pattern of the 
husband, the father^ the master, the friend ; keeping aloof 
from dissipated society, and pursuing his way with unblem- 
ished credit among the most respectable and hQnourfd>]e of 
the world's people* This case had been his. There was 
scarcely an instance where his open embracing of the gospel 
could have shed an additional lustre on his daily walk in 
the sight of man, exce|ll as the proclamation of such prin- 
dple could do it. The work must, in that stage, have been 
between, his soul and his God; and often, very oflen, I 
doubt not, is that work sa far advanced as to be like the 
young plant that has found its way to the very surface, by 
jiecret but vigorous vegetation, and wants but the influence 
of another day's sunshine to bring it into the open view of 
men, when God, by some mysterious dispensation, removes 
it, to complete its growth in heaven. We mourn because 
we see not the process ; and little claim, aiaa, have we to 
the blessedness pronounced on those who can believe where 
they see not; and often do we go down sorrowing to the 
grave under such afflictive strokes, because we give up all 
as lost, instead of continuing to urge the Lord for a testi- 
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iBoay of tns faitfifiil deiilitigs : **shoir .me fhy glory* I be* 
seech thee." Would that my happy experieiice io this in- 
stance might become a means oif consohition to others in 
like manner tempted to sorrow as those that have no iiope 
for beloved friends Teally sleeping in Jesus* 

In Je9U» : there lies a mystery that the world cannot pen- 
etrate. Many a one came about me, offering the affections- 
ate consolatlbn that they rightly judged would be most 
soothing to my wounded Jipirit — the assurance that he for 
whom I mourned was in heaven. They dwelt on the blame^ 
lessness of his life ; the beauty of his chariicter ; his exem- 
plary disdiarge of every relative duty ; the bright^ example 
that he placed before his brother officers in disciouraging alt 
profaneness and proiigacy, and strictly attending upon every 
religious ordinance. Even the circumstance of his marked 
non-conformity with the disgraceful but Almost universal 
cnrtom of sitting during prayer in the church, was not for- 
gotten ; nor the devoted kindness with which he invariably 
conveyed to de every word of the sermon. And when my 
sickened heart perhaps too plainly spoke ih my countenance 
the reply, ^* Miserable comforters are ye all ! " oi when I 
distitictly told them that these things did not content me, 
great wa? th^ir astonishment. Full well I knew that to be 
admitted into heaven, my lamented one must have been m 
Jews before the summons came, and ** that not by works of 
nghteousness which he had done" could he be saved. I 
secretly caught at the hope, that these fruits, once profitless 
and vile from being borne on a wild tree, had become rich 
apd precious through grafting into the good olive. In God's 
sight old things may pass away, and all things become new, 
where man detects little change. By such thoughts was I 
consoled during the weeks that intervened before I had 
ground given for confident thanksgiving, on the score of evi'^ 
dence that the blessing I had so earnestly sought was indeed 
vouchsafed. 

19* 
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Meanwhile, what a tenfokl recompense for all theeare 

bestoweci on him did I reap in the beautiful sympathy of the 

dumb boy. When I came down stairs^that dreadful mora- 

ing he met me with a fdca of such wild dismay as even ib^it 

arrested my attention. He uttered an audible ' Ofr !' of 

most touching tone, tnd thus expressed the iropossibiliiy he 

felt of realizing the tidings : *^ Jack what ? J^ek asi^ep ? 

Jack see no -^ think no. Jack afraid very. Beautiful <Cap« 

tain B. gone 1 — dead ] What /• and he stamped with th« 

impatience of that fearfully inquisitive to^o/. 1 an^^n^ed* 

' Captain B. gone ; w^ter kjll, dead.' Tears stole dowtt 

his loving face as he responded, * Poor mam ! Matn- oo^ 

(meaning t was now alone in .the '.world). * God see poor 

mam one ; J^us Christ love poor mam one.' With a ibel* 

ing of bitter agony I asked him,. ^ Whati Jesus Christ love 

Captain B. ? *Yes,' he replied^ after a moment's soleoiD 

thought on the question^ 'Yies, Jack much, pray ; mam much 

pray ; Jesus Christ see much prays.' Tbid was true comfort ; 

all the eU>quenc;6, of all the pulpits in England could not 

have gone:, tb) my 'Heart like that assu^nce, that Jesus Christ 

had aeenjtkis waiiy durtij.b pray^rsiop ^£3|gilJ[of that lost > ■ 

oh, I could lioteven, in'thediij^^o^^ heart 

say, ' lost one.' I again asked the boy, * Jack much prays V 

He answered with solemn fervency, *Very, very much 

prays. Jack pray amporning-, pray night ; Jack pray church, 

pray bed. Yes, Jack many days^cj^ pray God make' — ^ 

and he finished \by signs, that w^ngs) should. be ^[|^!B to grow 
from my brother's shoulders, for him to' fly 'to fe^aven, ad- 
ding Jesus Christ must makt the toi^gs ; and then, witl^ a 
burst of delighted animation, he told 4e that he was a ' very 
tall ange], ver^ beautiflil.' '!^ 

I have repeated this conversation '|ii!J'^hoW the broken 
language carried on between us ; and'talso how powerfully 
he expressed his thoughts. Soon iifier,iwhen I was nearlj 
fainting, a glass of water was held to my ^s. I am ashamed 
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to say, I dashed it down, e^ccIaimiDg, ^ that murderer !' 
Jack caught my eye, and echoing my feelings, said, in a 
bitter way, * Bad wateiJ' then 'with a look of exuUing con- 
tempt at the remaining fluid, he added, * i^oul gone water? 
No !' This idea, that the soul -was not drowned, electrified 
me ) so good is a word spoken in due aeasboi however trite 
ti tiruism that word may be. 

Thai night I protended to go to bed, that others might do 
so too-; aod then I led my room, went to my little study, 
which was hung round with Jack's sweet drawings, and sat 
down, resting my elbows on the table, my face on n^ hands, 
*and so remained for a couple of hours* Day had scarcely 
brc^en brightly upon- me, about two in the morning, when 
the door opened sofUy, and Jack entered, only partially 
dressed, his face deadly pale, and idtogether looking most 
piteously wretched. He paused at the door, saying, * Jack 
asljeep, no; Jack siick, head bad, — no more see beautiful 
Captain B.' I could ^n1y shake itiy head, and soon buried 
ray face in my hands again. However, I still saw him 
through iny fingers; and after lifting up his clasped hands 
and eyes, in prayer for me, he proceeded to execute the 
ptirpose of his visit to that room« Sof^y, stealthily, he went 
round, mounting a chair, and unpinned from the wall every 
drawing that contained a i?hip, a boat, or water under any 
form of representation. Still peeping at me, hoping he was 
not observed, he completed this work, which nothing but a 
mind refined to the highest degree of delicate tenderness 
could ever have prompted, and theti stopping at the door, 
cast over his shoulder such a look of desolate sorrow at me, 
that its very wretchedness poured balm into my heart. Oh 
what a heavenly lesson is that, * Weep with them that do 
weep,' and how we fly in its face when going to the mourner 
with our inhuman, cold-blooded exhortati6ns to leave off 
grieving ! EVen Job's tormenting friends gave him seven 
days true consolation while they sat silont on the earth 
weeping with him. 
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But God put into the dumb boy^s heart another raode of 
consolation, which I must recount, as a specimen of his ex« 
ceedittglj original and beautiful traki of thought. He used 
to tell his ideas to roe as if they were things that he had 
seen ; and now he had a tale to relate, the day afler this, 
which rivetted my attention. jEIe told me my brother went 
on the lake in a little boat, and while he was going along 
the devil got under it, seized one side, pulled itt>ver, and 
caught my brother, drawing him down to the bottom, wluch, 
as he told me^ was deep, deep, and flames under it* Then 
Jesus Christ put his arm out of a cloud, reached into the 
water, took the soul out of the body, and drew it into die 
sky. When the devil saw the soul had escaped, be let the 
body gOf and dived away, crying. Jack said, with rage, while 
the men took it to land. The soul, he cointinued, went up, 
up, up ; it was bright, and brigh'er, ^ Kike sun, — all light, 
beautiful lights' At last he saw a gate, and inside many 
angels looking oat at him ; 'but two very small dngels came 
running to meet the soul ; and when he saw them, he took 
fliem up into his arms, kissed them, and carried them on 
towards the gate, still kissing and caressing them. I was 
anmzed and utterly at a loss, and said, * Two singelsT 
What! Mam not kpow, what? He looked at me with a 
laugh of wonder ; pointed to my head and the wooden ta- 
ble, and replied (his usual way of calling me stupid), ^ Doll 
maml Two small boys, dead, Portugal.^ My brother had 
lost two babes in Portugal ; and thus exquisitely, thus in all 
the beauty of true sublimity, had the untaught deaf and dumb 
boy pictured the welcome they had given their fother on ap- 
proaching the gate of heaven. 

A day or two after, some kind, sympathizing relations and 
friends being assembled at the dinner*table, something cheer- 
ful was said, wiuch excited a general smile. Jack was in the 
act of handing a phite ;' he looked round him with a face of 
stem indigaation^ set down the plate^ said * Bad laughing !' 
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and walked out of the room, stopping at ibe door to add to 
me, * Mam come : no laughing ! Gone ; dead.' I had not 
smiled ; and this jealous tenaciousness of such a griif, on 
the part of an exceedingly cheerful boj, was the means o( 
soothing more than any other means could have^ done it, 
the anguish of that wound which had pierced my very heart's 
core. These were a small part of the munificent wages that 
my Master gave me for nursing a child of His. 

My first act had, df course, been to adopt my brother's 
son, — the * Baby boy' — now five years old, who had be^n 
since he first showed his little round face in England, my 
own peculiar treasure. I begged him as a precious boon, 
and for his sake bore up against the storm of sorrow that 
was rending me within. Jack fell into a decline, through 
the depression of his spirits in seeing me sufier ; for to con- 
ceal it from one who read every turn of my countenance was 
impossible; lUid I should have been weH content to sink 
also, but for th^ powerful motive set before me. Under 
God, who gave him to me, you may thank your young friend 
for what little service I may have ruddered in the bause you 
love, since 1828 : for the prospect which by the Lord's 
rich mercy is so &r realized, of seeing him grow up a use- 
ful, honourable member of society, with right principles, 
grounded on a scriptural educatioli, was what enabled me 
to persevere against every difficulty and every discourage- 
ment that coiUd cross my path. I s6t up a joyful Ebenezer 
here ; and I ask your prayers that the blessing may be pro- 
longed, increaised, perfected, even to the day when we shall 
all meet before the throne of God. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



226 ▲ Rovsiico. 



LETTER XIII. 



NATIONAL APOSTACT. 



Eighteen hundred and twentt-nine arriTed. Mo*t 
hateful year in the annals of England's perfidy to her boon- 
teous Lord ! I was never really roused from Uie lassitude 
of spirits that my loss had occasionedt until the convictioD 
that the sin was about to be perpetrated forced itself on me ; 
and a fervent desire to be found among those who were oe- 
ihely dissentient from it, overcame all the languor ocmse- 
quent upon such a season of bitter affliction. For, what 
was it that England was about to do? 

The gospel had been preaehed here in the very early days 
of Christianity, probably by an apostle ; and an indepen- 
dent church, small indeed, but scriptural, exbted ; sufficient 
to ofier serious opposition to the Romish delegate, Augus- 
tine, when he was deputed to incorporate Ms country in 
the growing mass of papal dependencies. The struggle 
was not of long duration. Rom^, not then arrived at the 
full stature of the Apocalyptic Beast, prevailed ; more by the 
lances of despotic monarchs, than through the willing assent 
of Britons, either lay or ecclesiastical. Once subjugated, 
England lay at the foot of the Popes, from generation to 
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generation, with' now and then a movement towards freedom, 
which was soon stilled again hy the iron sceptre ; or, per- 
haps I should rather say, by a rap on the head with the iron 
key. In the time of Richard II. blood shed openly for the 
truth's sake began to gire testimony that martyrdom would 
yet become the order of the day here. The spirit of perse- 
cution waxed bolder and fiercer, as the voice of scriptural 
protestation was heard ; and the temporary check given to 
Romish usurpation by the decided proceeding of Henry 
YIII. in casting off the Pope's supremacy for his own pri- 
vate bem^fit, was followed by the hiessed interval of young ' 
Edward's l^i^, during which God was, for the first time 
since foreign delegates got footii^ here, acknowledged and 
worshipped according . to the Scriptures. Then had the 
church peace, and the land prosperity. 

Mary followed :. she ravened like a the wolf in innocent 
blood. Popery ruled supreme ; and the consequence wa» 
that the three years and a half of its domination may be 
characterized as 6ne contmuous act of murder. Then came 
Elizabeth, who, though she did not sufficiently purge oot 
the old leaven, yet as she established Protestant ascendency 
on a strong basis, exalted her kingdom to a hetgjit never 
before known; and James I. treadiog in the same steps 
found his reign equally prosperous. Charles L attempted 
to give preponderance to the evil again ; and in that attempt 
brought upon his people^ a fearful civil war, and upon his 
own head an ignominious death. Charles II. worked co- 
vertly, under tbe surface of a profligacy almost equalling 
that of Rome itself, to bring back upon our fathers the yoke 
of that odious bondage ; and James II. set about the same 
enterprise openly. Then it was that, to avert another era 
of blood and flame, our ancestors removed from the throne 
the perverse line of Stuart, and placed upon it a devoted 
Protestant prince ; restricting the succession to those heirs 
alone who should hold and solemnly swear to maintain the 
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religion of the Bible against all future attempts of the West* 
ern Antichrist to recover his lost footing among us. 

From time to time« as fresh treasons rendered them ne- 
cessary, restrictions were also laid on the legislative and 
corporative elections ; until in all its parts the body pohtic 
of England presented a pure image of Protestantism, undo* 
filed bj the Babylonish garment or wedge of ppUuted gold i 
and while we thus acknowledged God ^^penly, he^ openly 
ackno;8^1edged us. No weapon formed against England 
prospered ; she proved, as a nation, that she could not beer 
them, which w^re evil: she had trie^ them ^at said they 
were apostles and were not, and had found them liars, and 
cast them out. For this cause, th^ Lord made her moun- 
tain to stand strong : Protestaat England was every where 
invincible. Abroad, victorious over every foe ; at hoine« 
enabled to crush every attempt tit insurrection. A little, in- 
sulated spot on the world's map* she was as the city of Da- 
vid, alike the repository and the fortress of God's pure faith* 
How could I, with the Bible before me, cast a glance oyer 
the history^ of England, and question foi; one moment that 
my country's strength lay in her Protest ? 

And if patriotism had been as alien to my heart as it was 

Saramount therot stiU allegiance to my God demanded that 
should not see Him robbed, and the spoil givei^ to his most 
presumptuous ibe, without an effort to free my own ^soul 
from any possible implicatioh in the deed. ^ What had a 
woman to da with the proceedings of senators and gover- 
nors ? ' Much. Everything. Was it a small matter that 
I enjoyed personal safety, personal liberty^ and the Bible ? 
Why was the hiemd of violence restrained from taking my 
life under such sanction as that which publicly blessed the 
butchers of Wexford-bndge to their work of slaughter 1 Why 
were no convent walls ready to immure me.; no dungeons 
sealed from public, scrutiny by a power that might trample 
on the neck of secular law? Why had I not been taught 
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in eaHy life tfiat a fellow mortal held in his hands the power 
of saving or destroying my soalt and (hen compoanded by 
that irresistible authority to abstain from looking into the 
word of God 1 Because I was the subject of a Protestant 
country, basking in the sunshine of its spiritual light, and 
sheltered by the enactments of a state that .owned no earthly 
power superior to its own. It is true 1 might not expect that 
in the course of my natural life the small beginnings of 
apostacy should grow to such a fulness as to interfere with 
nay own privileges : but was such base selfishness to harden 
my heart against a succeeding generation t Was I to con- 
template the probability that the little fellow resting on my 
knee would be exposed to all from which I naturally shrunk^ 
Nor did I at all question the probability of a more rapid 
desolation than human wisdom would calculate on. Apos- 
tacy is so peculiarly a sin against God, such as a dire pro- 
vocation of H» vengeance, that it might be expected that if 
we so walked contrary to him he would not wait till we, in 
the regular process of a rebelKous march, brought ourselves 
within the range of his consuming fire, but that He also 
would walk contrary to us, with rage and with fnry, and 
^s^tise ns yet seven times more for our sins. Looking at 
the present fearfully advanced stage of our revolt, and the 
peqls that hem us^ in, all traceable to that fatal net, I can 
truly say that I was prepared for such a rapid motion^ if 
onc'e we began to descend the hill.- Yiew it as I could, the 
sinfalness of the proceeding by which we were voluntarily 
to renew the ancient alliance with Antichrist, and to give the 
priests pf Baal authority to legislate for the ordering of 
God's temple, aiid invite anew the dangers, both spiritual 
and temporal, from which our fathers had been almost mira- 
culously delivered, was too palpable for a mdment's hesita- 
tion. I have said th^ priesthood would have power to legis- 
late for us ; and so they have at this moment. Every 
layman of that communion is the mere puppet ot his priest : 

20 
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he receives directions how to act ; and he most dedare, io 
confession, whether he has obeyed those dtrecttoos to the 
letter. The Romish t)rie8ts sit io parliament more effec* 
tuaHy than if they took their places on the benches there : 
and each separate priest is simply and solely the active de- 
legate of a foreign power, which uses the whole machinery 
for one work, to one end, and counts nothrog advantageous 
that dbed^ not affin-d a distinct step towards the regaining of 
a despotic rule oiex this kingdom. 

* But suppose a woman feels herself called on to take a 
personal interest in public affairs, what can she do, without 
stepping out of her proper sphere, and intruding into the 
province of the superior sex 1* I am going to tell you what 
a woman may do ; for of us.it may surely be said, * Where 
there's a Will, there's a way.' When we set our hearts up- 
on any thing, we are tderably enterprising and persevering 
too, in its attainment; and this natural love of pleasing 
ourselves may be turned to a vety good account. No one 
grieves more than I do when a cowardly Barak shrinks from 
marching forward without female countenance and guid- 
ance ; but the cause of God and his church must not be 
I placed in jeopardy through the pusillanimity of a thousand 
Baraks. 

The first thing I did was to introduce a separate suppli- 
cation into our family devotions morning and night, that 
God would avert the sin from this country ; and twice a 
week I called on my neighbours, as many as would come* 
to join in express prayer to the same effect i then inquired 
how the public mind at Sandhurst stood affected, and found 
the ruling powers, civil, military, and ecclesiastical, all going 
most complacently with the stream ; while their views, of 
coursCf influenced many around them. Among the trades- 
people and labouring classes, I saw that the subject bad 
never occupied their thoughts, nor did they regard it as a 
matter at M concerning them. Indeed, in this lay the ae- 
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cretof the eimmy's success : a Tast body of EDglishmen, 
w^o would have sprang forward in uncompromising hostili- 
ty against any known invasion of their nearest birthrighlf 
were kept profoundly ignorant that such outrage was in con- 
templation. The o|her party were glad to leave them so ; 
and on oifr side there was a. grievous lack of effort in ac- 
quain^ng our poor neighbours with the dangerimpendiug over 
tiieir temporal and spiritual blessings no less than our own. 
I procured a large number of simple tracts, explaining, on 
scriptural grounds, die dreadful nature of Popery, and the 
smfuhiess, no less than the peril of taking such an inveter- 
ate foe to our bosoms. These I had left at the cottages 
ttid shops for some way rounds that the people might exa- 
mine, a^ judge for themselves. 

The Rector of the parish I knew very well: be was a very 
dever man, much devoted to literature, and in his politics 
wholly opposed to the measure: but alike averse from any 
personal exeitu^ and from drawiQg down on. himself the 
censures of his more liberalized neigh|)our8. He had been 
to Oxford, to vote against PeeU solely on the ground of his 
defection from the Protestant cause, and most heartily, 
thou^ quite inactively, desired the defeat of the Emancipa- 
tors, i rieprosented to him the importance of doing what 
he oould to accompUsh his own wishes : he. replied, he did 
not tl^nk there were ninete^a men in the parish who cared 
enough about it to sign a petition, and he wi^s unable to ex- 
plain it to them^alt : but if I thought I could get that number 
of names, <the mtntiiit^ for a parochial petit^oil, I believe,) 
and would writ^such an.addresa to the King, and the two 
Houses, aal^e coukl. approve, be would adopt it, sign his 
iMUDe, and infact be very gkd of my success* I went home, 
sent off to Staines for some pretty large flkins of parchineiit, 
aad wrote the pelitioBS in terms as temperate, as copcise, 
aad as uncompromising as I could oomaland4 /The Rector 
wtok greatly pleaadd ; sipied wiA moch alacrity ; and re- 
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quested the churchwardens to do the same, officiaUyt as 
they were quite of our miud : this being done, I had be^ 
fore me the task of procuring nineteen signatures within 
two days. 

I did not even go to a single individual myself: next door 
to me resided a townsman of my own, a schoolmaster, who 
held the old principles dear as his very life : he was secretly 
lamenting the coming evil, without a hope of being permit- 
ted in any way to oppose it ; and you may believe with what 
delight he responded to my call, when asked to assist me« 
He went round to those who hid previously received the 
little tracts, and to some of the small hamlets, or clusters of 
cottages scattered throughout the parish. He strictly ad- 
hered to my injunction to admit no signature of any youth 
under seventeen years ; nor of any who did not seem to un- 
stand what they were doing, and why. I scattered the tracts 
and handbills as widely as I could : asked several intelli- 
gent men of an humble class to speak of it among their ac- 
quaintance; and. at the end of the second day I had» not 
nineteen, but two hundred and forty-six signatures of honest 
sensible Englishmen to my petitions. 

The only person under the stipulated age, who signed it, 
was Jack: he was not seventeen ; but he wept and implored 
so passionately for leavd to tel( the king not to let Romans 
make bad ^ods in Engfand, that it would have been a sin to 
reject his protest. He rather, cut than wrote his name on 
the parchment : the deepest crimson suffused his &ce, and 
his eyes flashed with the energy of his heartfelt protest against 
the abomination that he so well knew. He does not now 
regret it, whUe wrijting for the sumqions to rejoice with the 
heavens, and the holy apostles and )>rophet8, over the fatt of 
Babylon the Great. 

Our petition was presented to the CiMHunoBa by the couaty 
member $ to the Loids by the Bishop 4^ London ; «nd lo 
the King by the noble, Jionesti protesting Duke of ^ew- 
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Made. My ^ealoiis neighbour took them to Loqdon, and 
saw the first laid on the table, as he told me, with tears of 
tiiankfi|lneaa that he had been permitted to aid ip the work. 
The(*e are famjay^ very many such men, of a class roost i^- 
*peotable, but who lack the op(>ortunity of etigaging in causes 
that their inmost hearts appro?e ; and there are many ladies 
wfaor if they knew how to fiod-such active ,and trusty agents, 
t¥Ould not sit idle ais they do and see their country perish 
for lack of a little enterprise like the Ibregoing* Two people 
in each parish throughout England, as much in earnest as we 
were, might hare frightened the treacherous betrayer^ of out 
natieiial fortress horn their unhallowed deed ; or might at 

THIS V£RT TIME AB&AST THE PROORCSS, OF OUR DECAT. 

We possess a machinery of almost b9undlefs powers but 
we are too lazy to set the wheels in motion., I bless God 
for his infinite mercy in directkig m^ tOia liQe of ^tion that 
has etiabled me, in every fre^ annouh^^mepi of wtong in* 
flicted on the Protestants oflrekmd, and dangers. accumu<» 
lating round the very he^t pf England, to say *\l am free- 
firom the blood of all men" It was no more tham^^i n|ost 
imperative duty ; its omission would have beed t>o'los)9 than 
a very grievous sin ; but that duty I was enabled to perform ; 
that. sin I was enabled to escape; and with the sense of it 
warm on my heart, I say to you and to others, ** Go and do 
likewise.'' 

But the national ofi^ce was not to be averted by a few 
instances of practical Protestation, and as the time drew 
near my ang^iish of spirit was very great. I )iave staid up 
nearly all the night, making, like Daniel, with tears, tny 
sHplicatipns unto the Lord that he would pardon, the sin of 
ottr princes and rulers, and have mercy on my people. Yet 
more ; the two days that preceded it, I caused to be kept as 
so strict a fast, that nothing but bread and potatoes entered 
the hoose. It was the only time that I ever in my life made 
it eompiilsory on others to fast ; . but they did it willingly, 
20* 
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for nobody under that roof could be ignorant how awfidi 
the dtake impending. 

And here I have to namB on^ whom it is to tnea privilege 
oTen to name. When a few distracted lines from my hand 
apprized a valued military friend in Jersey of the dreadfid 
loss I had sustained in my dear brother, a^ guest, connedted 
with his family, was present, who took the pen, and wroltf 
me instantly a letter fbll of the richest, the teoderest, and 
sweetest consolation that ever overflowed from even the waim 
hesCrt of Hugh M'Neile. I felt it powerfully: uid« wh6s, 
not long after, he visited us, to pour yet ftrther the balm of 
Christian sympathy on the wounds I saw what a treasure die 
Lord was giving me in ^uch a friend, and I cannot tax my* 
self^now with hctving ever undervalued ihe blessing. At th6 
fearful crisis in question, on the eve of passing that wicked 
bill, Mr. M^Neile published liis memorable pamphlet, enii* 
tied >' England's Protest is Englatnl's shield." I did not 
see it until the very time arrived, and I remember sitting up 
the whole- night af\er reading it, pondering on the picture that 
he had drawn of consequences following upon a sin the very 
mo^del of which Was ^et forth, and its punishment also aw- 
fully declared, in the' book of Jeremiah. Alas! how oflen 
have the feet of our rulers been.foUnd ** stumbling on the dark 
mountains '.' —^ while they lobked for light, how often has it 
been turned into the shadow of death, since the warning imm 
despised, and the Lord's favoured people took unto close 
alliance the idolatrous abomination that incetises him ! We 
were then called alarmists, bigots, prejudiced fanatics ; and 
well do I remember the stress laid on an argument that in- 
fluenced many an upright character. * Supposing,' it was 
urged, ^ that an oa^ of fidelity to the interests of a Protest- 
ant government would not be considered binding by mem- 
bers of the Romish churoh, do you imagine that a company 
of OKNTLBMBN wouM violate their pledged word of honour t' 
This, tokl well withmen of the world; and not a few Christ^ 
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ians were led awajr by it, so thatike dwiKwir excited agaiiMl 
the impugners of Romish istegritj was very trying to meet, 
and numbers shrank from their protest, because it implied a 
charge against the private character of individuals who had 
done nothing to merit such suspkion. There were those* 
however, and among men of most delicate mind, incapable 
of inflicting a needless wound, who could not thus be deter- 
red from uttering their convictions, sinoe toa fully verified, 
that NO bond could hold a true Romanist neutral or inactive 
when once a question arose touching the opposite interests 
of the hostile systems* Mr. M^Neile always proceeded on 
the simple fact that Popery i9 Antichrist : that in all things 
it must be the object of Antichrist to oppose and subvert the 
kif^dom of Christ : and that every subject of Antichrist must 
necessarily desire his master's advancement and do biff 
master's bidding. The event has shown how correct were 
his deductions; and he,, who to this moment stands fore- 
most wiUiin the fortress in resisting at every step the foe 
whom he could not Tepel from its walls, has earned a pre- 
eminence in their hatred that bespeaks better than any thing 
else could do the value of his services in the cause of truth. 
The bill passed in the Commons, and 9till we clang to a 
hope that the noble warrior who had once been the instru- 
ment of saving his country would not now ddiberately sell 
her into the hands of foreign foes; — sell her for a fuller 
measure of popularity, or for « little treacherous repose. Still 
more did we hope that God would preserve the bishops of 
the church from conniving at the sacriligeously suicidal blow« 
Nay, it was more than a connivance : for had they been 
unanimously true to their church, there were a very large ma- 
jority of the peers who would never have ventured to vote 
against them in a matter so neariy touching the cause which 
the lords spiritual were in th^t house expressly to judge and 
to defend. I confess I built much upon the bench : and a 
poor foundation it proved to be I A solemn note of prophet- 
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ic warning was sovnided bj tbe Archbishop of Tuam on be* 
half of Ireland ; echoed bj our own metropolitan and others 
in Inference to England^ but in tain. The sun of our na* 
tional greatness bad passed Hs nieridiant and, in the rnenoor- 
able words of honest Lord EkIoDi began to set The sin 
of the British parliament was coi^umnuUed. 

Nothing remained but to give the royal assent; and still 
would hope whisper that the prayers, if not the example of 
his fiuher' might prevail to deter the king of England frotai 
easting its independent diadem once more before the papal 
footstool. Here again the defection of the bishops operated 
most fatally : George the Fourth would not have ratified the 
urrender, if their influetiee, public and private, had been 
duly exerted to withhold iiim from it. The pen was put into 
a reluctant hand; a hasty scfratch with that pen undid the 
work of the revolution ; and so far as man couki accomplish 
it, of the Reformation also* 

I cannot describe to you the feeling with which I learned 
that all was thus lodt. It did not partake of resignation, it 
did not include the smallest portk>n of acquiescence. God 
forbid ! Some of my pious friends, who had felt with me all 
alongt received the tidings with devout submission, saying, 
^ The will of the Lord be done !'' My amen to this aspira- 
tion had a ckmse added to it : I could only repeat, «« The 
will of the Lord be done, by the undoing of what is so 
outraffeously opposed to his known will!'' I no more 
assented to the act than I would have assented to a 
murder : I no more regarded it as the Lord's doing than I 
regarded the setting up Of golden calves at Dan as his do- 
ing. Permitted by the Lord it was : for he often permits 
natk>ns like individuals, to destroy themselves by committing 
presumptuous sios; but is he therefore the author, the abet- 
ter, or the approver of their crimes 1 Assuredly not. So 
far must we submit to the ordinances of man as not to raise 
a rebellious hand against their execution ; but to look placid- 
ly on while the abomination of desolation is set up to stand 
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whore the Lord exprc^y says ** it ought not^" and to 
coQckide he wills it to stand there because he did not wither 
the hands employed in fixing it, is a stretch of indifierentism 
to which I hope I shall never be able to attain* No: the 
^atrocious bill,' asit^as rightly termed, became the law of 
England ; but inasmuch as it id whoUy opposed to the law 
of Godv let us see to it that pur protest against its continu* 
ance on o\ir statute book be fully aa powerful, as persever- 
ing as wail our protest against its entrance there, . 

The usual lapse of some days between the s^ping of a 
new act and its coming into ftirce, threw the first operation 
of the Popish bill upon a day remarkable aa being that of ^ 
nominal saint of England. A most Popish coincidence ! 
to enhance which the reigmng monarch had adopted the 
Popi^ custom of celebrating the festival of St. George, in 
April, as his birthday, which really occurred in August ^ call- 
ing it his name day, after the continental mode. To these 
strangely concurrent circumstances was added one yet more 
striking ; namely, the fact that the noted Pastorini had pre- 
dated, many years before, that the great efiectual blow 
against Protestantism would be struck on the 14th of April, 
1829^; die Idth of April, 1829, was the day on which the 
ro3rai assent crowned the notorious bill. 

I have alluded before to an Abb6, an aged French priest 
wbo held a Professorship Bi the Royal Military Cdllege, an 
amiable, kiod-hearted old man, who retired at tiiis time from 
his situation and went to end his years in his native land* 
It happened that the 2drd was fixed for his departure, and 
as I sat in deep dejection in my study, grieving over the 
changed aspect of my country now that the antichristian law 
was come into full force, I saw the old man, full of national 
vivaoity,.walk briskly past, on his yfmy to make inquiries res** 
pecting a coach. The si^t of his silver locks, shining in 
the sunbeam, and the convie^on that he wm probably going 
beyond the reach of Gbrislian privilegeft m^ted me: I aiexf* 
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ed a pen, and wrote htm a most earnest letter, faithfully 
setting before him the fearfulness of that deliiaioti in which 
he was not only himself wrapped, but dailjr wrapping up the 
souls ef others — ^ for he officiated as priest in the place. I 
implored htm to read €rod's w^ird ; I. assured him how cor- 
^My I concurred in the declaration of his churcih, that either 
he or I was certainly on the road to hell ; for that two paths 
directly apposed to each, other could not possibty'end in the 
same place.: I told htm .my own confidence of safety and 
salvation was grounded solely on^ the revealed, infallible 
word of God : and I charged him as he must face me at tlw 
judgment-seat of Christ, to search diligently into that ody 
sure and ka.te directory as to the bearing of his own path* 
I wrote affectioniately, wi^ many tears, atid fervent prayers ; 
and enclosing with the letter a present of books,, had it giv- 
en to him as he mounted the coach. Whether the Lord 
Wessed, or may yet bless it to him, I know not : I hope I 
delivered my own soul. After this, which indeed pr(»red a 
great relief to tay oppressed feelings, I took my little nephew 
and sallied . forth for a walk. It was a glorious day : the 
sun shone with surpitssing brilliancy from a cloudless sky ; 
and the fresh brc^eze had all the sofhuess of advanced Spring. 
I strolled through a grove of oaks, pondering on tho naval 
greatness of my coimtry, on the vaunted * Hearts of oak ' 
Ihat both formed her fleeteand liuuined them, and bewaihf^ 
the infatuation that had now planted a deadly Upas in the 
midst of her fair national garden. Every object around me 
•eemed to speak reproach, from the peaceful beauty of diat 
fearless repose in which f^ so many centuries our happy 
isle had lain braeaib. the shadow of the Lord's hand, ^^ I 
have nourished, and brought tip chiUren, and they have re- 
belled against met" «vtis the purport of the voice that seemed 
to breathe rebuke. Wandenng on, I came to the winding 
i^mpart of the eotlege» a beaudfuUy retiMI walk, where 
mounds ofeaith^ c^v^red with rich grass, aid the mititaiy 
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eflbct of that fine establkhment ; and here a tuni brought 
me at once upon an object calculated to Jiround me bejond 
all the rest. 

It was the rojal standard of Englandv^ hoisted in honour 
of the king's name-day: an immense banner of rich silk, 
splendidly emblazoned with the welUknown arms. Eng- 
land's Uhree lions in the proud attitude of menacing ad- 
vance ; Scotland's rampant one, rejoicing in hiA indepen- 
dence ; and poor Ireland's neglected harp, once tuned to the 
highest strains of inspired psalmody; now for many a long age 
perverted to the service of idols, and polluted by the licentious 
fingers of those who work on: the passions of her children 
to xivet more deeply the fetter on their souls — iall these 
were unrolled before me, just then droqping in a luU of the 
breeze; and the Irish quarter partially resting on a moilndof 
green sod, where it lay languid and sad. I leaned against the 
opposite bank, weepipg most abubdantly aa I gazed ; for all 
the chivalrous feelings of former days were ) awakened to 
embitter the rest. How oflen had my heart beat joyouijily 
while I looked upon that noble standard, fioatmg on the 
fourth of June, the birthday of good old George jthe third, 
whose prayerful fidelity to his sacred trust kept that flag se- 
cure, uncontaminated, victorious, through his sixty years' 
reign ! And that head which he was r^dy to lay on a block 
rather than surrender the i^acred protest, was mouldering 
with the dead — his son &oc£, surrendered it— our protest 
was gone ! I could not xjuite realize the fact, it appeared 
so incredible to me, after all I had read of the pas^, and all 
I had seen in Irekmd, of the workings of Popery wherever 
it could snatch even momentary power. But the wind fresh-> 
ened again, the heavy folds of the gorgeous banner slowly 
rose upon it, all its bright blazonry stood out in wonted 
pride, unconscious^ of the' Ichabod 'that .sacrilegious hands 
had written on every trophy, and with a firesh burst of tears 
I turned away. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



240 RETRIBUTION. 

Forijl ihitf and for the deep despondency that oppressed 
me then, t was rebuked, of course, by man ; but God never 
rebuked me for it. Twelve years have elapsed, and each 
year has heaped upon us. a fresh load of that ** fruit of our 
own ways," which will crush us at last. That * healing 
measure,' as its expediency-moogering patrons loved to call 
it, did indeed he^l the deadly wound of the Beast among us, 
and bade him again liv0, to our confusion. Ireland is all 
but given up as an uncontested prey to him ; her Protes- 
tant church dismantled, her Protestant Bible mutilated, her 
Protestant corporations sold, her Protestant landlords mas- 
sacred as a matter of course ; and the very Union, any at* 
tempt at infracting which is high treason, made the object 
of unmasked attacks on thd part of a man who has armed 
atid marshalled her millions in open rebellion against the 
British government, which, judicially given over to infatua* 
tion, fawns on his person and courts his patronage. In 
England, disaffection to the crown, combined with and 
strengthened by principles of gross infidelity, an increasing 
contempt of old institutions because they a^re based oa 
Christianity, an open scorn of the Sabbath, and at} immense 
falling away to popeiy in the mass of the people ; while, 
within the church, even in its pulpits and among its most 
distinguished ministers, p^-evails a revival of more than semi- 
papal error, such as must wholly destroy the spiritual life of 
that body if it be not speedily and summarily checked. In- 
stead of this, we too well know that it is daily extending, 
bearing in itself the seeds of a future and cruel persecution 
of Grod's people. We cannot look on these things and deny 
that they have come upon us in just retribution for 1829 ; 
we cannot^ without expecting at the Lord's hand such a com- 
promise of his Majesty and Truth as he will never make, 
look for deliverence from these fears and dangers until we 
have, by a natiopal act, put away the evil of those doings 
which have provoked him to forsake us. 
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LETTER XIV. 



EMPLOrMSNT. 



How is it that Christians so often complain tbej can find 
nodung to do for their Master I To hear some of them be- 
moaning their unprofitableness, we might conckide that the 
hart est indeed is mnslU and the labourers many. So vmluj 
servants out of employ is a bad sign ; and to obviate the 
dignity complained of I purpose showipg you two or three 
ways in which those who are so inclined may bestir them- 
selves for the good of others. What & biasing were & work- 
mg church ! and by a church I mean *^ the company of all 
fiiithful people," whomsoever and whenesoever they be. 

In the village where I lived, there was a very good na* 
tional-school, well attended: also a Sunday-school; and 
the. poorer inhabitants generally were of a respectable class, 
with many of a higher grade, such as small tradesmen, and 
the families of those iasubbrdinate offices about the Military 
College. I always took a great interest in the young; and 
as love usually produces love, there was no lack of afiee- 
tionate feeling on their part. It occurred to me, as the 
Sunday was much devoted by most of them to idling about, 
that assembling such of them as wished it at my cottage 
would afford an opportunity for scriptural instruction ; and 

21 
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without anythuig reaembling a school, or any regular pro- 
posal, I fooud a little party of six or seveo children assembled 
in the afternoon, to hear a chapter read,^answer a few ques- 
tions upon it, and join in a short prayer. Making it as cheer- 
ful and unrestrained as possible, I found my little guests 
greatly pleased ; and on the next Sabbath ray party was 
doubled, solefy through the favourable report spread by them. 
One had asked roe, * Please, Ma'am, may I bring my little 
sister X* and on the reply being given ^ Tou may bring any 
body and every body you like,' a general beating up for re* 
cruits followed. In three or four weeks my assemblage 
amounted to sixty, only one half of whom could be crowded 
into the parlour of my small cottage. What was to be done? 
The work was rather arduous, but as I too had been com- 
plaining not long before of having little io do for the Lord, 
except witl^ the pen, I resolved to brave a little extra iabour. 
I desired •die girls to come at four, the boys at six, and al- 
lowing an interval of half an hour between, we got through 
it very well. A long taUe was set across the room, from 
corner to corner; round this they Were seated, each with a 
Bible, I being at tiie head of the taible. I fpund this easy 
and sociable way of proceeding highly gratified the children: 
they never called^ never thought it a school — they cam^ 
bustling in with looks of great glee, particulary the boys, 
and greeted me with the affectionate freedom of young 
friends. A few words of introductory prayer were followed 
by the reading of one or more chapters, so that each had a 
verse or two ; and then we talked over the portion of scrip* 
ure very closely » mutually questioning each other. Manj 
of the girls were as old as sixteen or seventeen, beautiful 
creatures, and very well-dressed : und what a privilege it was 
so to gather and so to arm them in a place where alas ! in- 
numerable snares beset their path. We concluded with a 
hymn ; and long before the half-hour had expired that pre- 
ceded the boy's entrance, they were clustering like bees at 
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tbe gate, impatient for die joyous rush ; aod to seat them* 
selves round their deat table, with all that free confidence 
without which I never could succeed in really commanding 
the attention of boys. 

Our choice of chapters was peculiar. I found they wanted 
stirring subjects, and I gave them Gideon, Samson, Jona- 
than, Nehemiah, Boaz, Mordecai, Daniel, all the most man- 
ly characters of Old Testament histoiy, with the rich gospel 
that lies wrapped in every page of that precious volume. 
Even in the New Testament I found that individualizing as 
much as possible the speaker or the! narrative produced great 
effects. Our blessed Lord himself, John Baptist, Paul — 
all were brought before them as vividly as possible ; and I 
can assure those who try to teach boys as they ^ould teach 
girls, that they are pursuing a wrong method. Mine have 
often coaxed an extra hour from me ; and I never once saw 
them willing to go, during the fifteen months of our happy 
meetings. If the least symptom of unruliness appeared, I 
had only to tell them they were my guests, and I appealed 
to their feelings of manliness, whether a lady had not some 
claim to forbearance and respeqt Nothing rights a boy of 
ten or twelve years like putting him on his manhood ; and 
really ray littleJads became gentlemen in mind and manners, 
while, blessed be God ! not a few became, I trusty wise unto 
salvation. Their greatest temptation to disorderly doings 
was in the laughable, authoritative style of Jack^ superin- 
tendence. He was now rapidly fading, but in mind bright- 
er than ever^ Seated in a large chair, a little to the rear of 
me, he kept strict watch over the party^ and any deviation 
fi-om what he considered correct conduct was noticed with 
a threat of punishment, conveyed by pinching iiis own ear, 
slapping his own face, kicking out his foot, and similar in- 
dications of chastisement, with a knowing nod at the offend- 
er. But if he saw an approach to levity over the word of 
God, his manner wholly changed. . Tears filled his eyes, he 
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looked all grief and entreaty, and the words, « God see,' 
were earnestly spelled on' his uplifted hands. No one 
could stand the appeal ; and very rarely had he occasion to 
make it. I am sn^re'his prayers helped forward die woik 
mightily. It was wonderfbl to itee thirty4wo robust, bois- 
terous fellows, from nine to soTcnteen years old, sitting in 
perfect delight and perfect order, for two and even three 
hours, on a fine Sunday evening, never looking dissatisfied 
till they were told to go. 

I cannot help recording an event on which I look back 
widi great thankfblness : though it was a terrible trial to' 
meat the time. Two of my boys had a quarrel one week- 
day. One of them was very teasing, the other very pas- 
sionate; The latter ran to a butcher's window close by, 
seized the large knife, and plunged it into the left side of 
his companion. Most mercifully the wound was not dan- 
gerous : the keenness of the knife was in his fovour ; it 
penetrated to within a short distance of the heart, but sepa- 
rated no large vein, and within a few days the boy was out 
again. The Sunday afler it occurred my party were ex- 
ceedingly moved ; they expressed great anger, and not a 
few threats were uttered against the . culprit, whose parents 
had locked him up. On the following Sabbath I resolved 
to make an effort to avert bad consequences, and also to ar- 
rest the poor boy in his dangerous course. He had rather 
justified himself than otherwise, and had shown a spirit 
sadly unsubdued, and unthankful for his escape irom a 
deadly crime and its awful consequences. I sent word to 
him to come to my party : he replied he would not. I 
repeated the summ<:^n8, saying I should be exceedingly 
hurt if he did not. No answer was returned. The plaoe 
next but one to me belonged to the wounded boy, that be- 
low it to his assailant; and the former was present, pale, 
indeed, but well. L lost no time in announcing to them 
that I expected P., which occasicmed a burst of indigna- 
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tioQy some saytog they would not stay in the room with 
him, and the rest seeming to assent. * Then,' said I, * you 
roust go, for he wants instruction most : and the very feel* 
ing that makes you^hrink from associating with him proves 
that you are better taught .So if you will leave me, do ; 
I must admit him.' Just then P. was seen coming down 
the little garden : he entered, his walk very erect, his eyes un- 
flinching, and his dark brows knitted. The looks of my 
young lads were very eloquent ; his bold bearing exaspe- 
rated them much. My heart seemed bursting its boundary 
with the violent palpitation of alarm, and other emotions 
which I could scarcely suppress ; but 1 motioned to P. to 
take his usual place, and instantly rising offered up the 
usual prayer, with a petition for the spirit of mutual com- 
passion, forgiveness, and love. I ceased, all remained 
standing, and certainly it was a period of most fearful inter- 
est. I looked imploringly at the wounded boy ; he hesita- 
ted a moment, then suddenly turned, and with an air of 
noble frankness, held out his hand to P., who took it di- 
rectly. I. then offered him mine; he grasped it, and burst 
into tears. A delightful scene followed, each pressing to 
seal his forgiveness in the same manner, while Jack's coun- 
tenance shone with almost heavenly beauty on a spectacle 
so congenial to his loving heart. We had a most happy 
evening, and I could not but tell my dear bo)^ how much 
I rejoiced over them. Whatever may have been the effect 
on the characters of those concerned, I know not. I am 
persuaded the proceeding was a means of averting much 
mischief. Boys are noble creatures when placed on their 
right footing ; but I always think there is a great deal too 
much of what is technically termed old womanism in the 
mode of conducting their scriptural education. They are 
pugnacious animals too, and require prudent management. 
News was brought me one evening, while they waited for 
admission, that two of them had stripped off their jackets to 
21* 
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, fight, the dispute being which loved their teacher most. 
^ Exclude them both to-night,' said a friend, ' and threatee 
to expel them.' Instead of which I sent word that the one 
who first put on his jacket loved ne most, and ^lat I was 
ready to begin. In they both came, smilhig, and they got 
their lecture in due time, when a passage in point camd 
before us. 

Now, whocoa^p]ains<^QOD-employment while England 
has so many neglected lambs of her fold together, and so 
many who, in- the dull routine of a «:bool, get only a me- 
chanical knowledge of what would deeply interest diem if 
brought before them with the help of a littlie personal coo- 
descension and care ? It ia a branch of ChristiaB duty for 
which all are competent who know the gospel ; and two, 
three, or four young people invited to come in for an hour 
or so at stated times, to sit down at a table and iaOc over 
the passages of scripture which may appear best calculated 
to engage their pleased attention, may often p^ove the foun- 
dation for a noble work. It is particalarly needed now, 
when information is universally sought after; and be it re- 
membered, I am also speaking of a class above the very 
poor. They are a most impbrtant class, as we shall soon 
find; for from them are the Chartist bo^es officered, and 
active agents supplied in works of infinite mischief. False 
pride will interpose, no doubt. We Hke better to deal with 
those a good way removed, than with such as may claim a 
comparative approximation to our own rank ; and the devil 
desires no better auxiliary to his designs than the pride of 
which he is the loving father. Again, ladies do not like 
to instruct boys : they are very wrong. Female influence 
is a powerful thing, and freely exerted for evil — why not 
for good? We brought all the sin into the world, involving 
man in the ruin he was not the first to seek ; and it is the 
least we can do to ofier him a little good now. I never 
yet met with a boy— and dianks be to God I have taught 
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many — who woujkl be rude to a female earpestly and kind- 
ly seeking his welfare, without attempting to crush that in- 
dependence of spirit which is (nan's prerogative, and which' 
no woman has a right to crush. . 

I ne^ not say that in the foregoing, and in ^11 similar 
works where the Lord permitted me to engage, I laboured 
diligently to make my youi^ friends something more than 
nominal Protestants. To omit this, in giving instruction, is 
the very madness of inconsistent folly and cruelty. 

A few weeks after the comniencement of mf weekly as- 
semblages, I was called to the metropolis in search of med- 
ical aid for « dear little child of my brother*s. I found it, 
and all that Christian kindness could add to render it doubly 
valuable, at the hands of an edtimable physician near whom 
I resolved to stay for a few w«eks; and white secretly la- 
menting that here, at least, I should find nothing to do, an 
answer was given to my unbelief that might well shame it 
To the same end, I will record this also, the circumistances 
being already well known; but not the delightful encourage- 
ments that are afforded when a project is entered upon in 
singtOf simple reliance on the help of Him for whose glory 
his people desire to work. Unbelief in his willihgness, -^ 
for we dare not doubt his* power to prosper our poor at* 
tempts, — is the real bar to our success; Such mistrust is 
infinitely dishonouring to him. 

Six years had elapsed" since I left Ireland, but' my afl^c* 
tion for the country and people was unchanged^ unchango- 
able% The very centre of the isle had become th^ grave of 
my beloved brother, and this only added tenfold to the touch- 
ing interest excited by the veiy mention of that land. Strange 
to say, I had never heard of the Irish Sopiety, nor considered 
of what vast importance it would be to make the language 
of the natives a medium of conveying spiritual instruction to 
them. The annual meeting was about to be hekl, and among 
the Irish clergymen forming the deputation to London, was 
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the Rev. Charles Seymour, the venerable, and every way 
estimable pastor under whose ministry my brother had been 
placed at Castlebar, and froo^ whom I bad received letters, 
fully confirmatory of my sanguine hope, that he had indeed 
and wholly embraced the gospel of Christ. Longing to see 
Mr. Seymour, I went to him on the morning of the meeting ; 
and most sweet was the testimony he had to give ; most tender 
the sympathy he evinced in all my sorrow and aWmy gladness. 
After aconversation that l^flme overflowing with gratitude for 
the blessings vouchsafed to my precious brother, he i^ked me 
to attend the meeting, and } went prepared to take a lively 
interest in whatever might be said respecting Ireland. How 
great was my astonishment when, for the firsttime, I heard 
the story of Bishop Bedell, of the Irish Bible, and of the good 
work in rapid progress ^mong the aborigines of the land. 
The extent and inveteracy of the disease, I well-knew ; but 
the suitability of the. remedy Jiad never been set before 
me. In fact, I hardly knew that the Irish v^as a writ- 
ten language; and stfange it seemed to have passed three 
years in a part of the country where it is extensively spoken, 
and in the house of one who always conversed in that tongue 
with the rustic frequenters of her shop, yet to be so grossly 
ignorant of all relating to it. I resolved to become an active 
partizan of the Irish Society in Ireland ; but a different turn 
was soon given to my sympathies. Mr. Seymour spoke 
after the others; he said much calculated to prove the power 
of the language in preaching the gospel ; but suddenly re« 
verting to the state of the many thousands of his poor coun- 
trymen congregated in London, he drew a most affecting 
picture of their destitute, degraded condition. He appealed 
to us as Christians ; and reminding us of our many privileges, 
bade us take care that the souls of his poor countrymen did 
not rise up in judgment to condemn us for allowing them to 
perish in the heart of our metropolis. * Open,* he said, ^ a 
bread«shop in St. Giles's ; deal forth a little of the bread of 
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life to tEeir 8tamiig 8ou]s. Ye EnglM Christians, I appeal 
to you for them : oh, pity my poor lost couDtryraen, open 
but a bread-shop in St. Oihss's !' T^ars ran down his yen« 
erable face, as he lifted his clasped handsr and bent towards 
us. The effect of hid words on tne was electric : I look^ 
at him, and silently but fenrently said^ \Bo God help me as I 
will open you a bread-shop in St. Gile^'s^ if He does but 
permit!^ Again and. again did I repeat the pledge ; and 
when Lord Roden spoke, ^ — the first time of my seeing that 
noble Irishman, «— and heartily seconded the appeal, I re* 
irawed the secret promise, with sqch purpose of heart as 
rarely feib to accomplish its object. 

For some days I tried in vain to do anything towards it ; 
but on the Sunday, passing from Great Russell-street to 
Long-acre, through the worst part of St. Giles's, I saw the 
awful state of that district, and declared to my companion* 
himself a devoted Irishman, my fixed resolve to have a 
church there. He warmly encouraged it, extravagant as 
the idea appeared ; and I began to pray earnestly for direc- 
tion from above. Two nights after, a thought struck me ; 
I wrote an appeal on behalf of the miserable. Irish Papists in 
fliat place, likening their case among us to that of Lazarus 
lying ^t the rich man's gate, and imploring means to give 
diera (he gospel in their own tongue. This I had printed, 
and sent copies as I could to various friends. Some smiled 
at my enthusiasm ; others pointed out the work among distant 
heathens, as far more important • Many wislied me success ; 
a few rebuked me for desiring to prosetytize th^ members of 
another church ; and jitill fewer gave me money. At the 
end of a fortnight's hard begging I had got just seven pounds 
towards building a church ! This was slow work. One 
day, dining at the table of my dear firiend Dr. P., he heard 
many bantering me for b^ing so sanguine, and said, * You 
i'emind me of Columbus,^ Roing to the cajthedral of Seville to 
ask a blessing .on his romantic projfict of discovering a new 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



260 A PROJECT. 

worid. Fverybody laughed at me. - Nevertheless, Colum- 
bus succeeded, dndso will you.^ At that moment a gentle- 
man sktiog next me laid a soverieign on my piece of bread ; 
and the coincidence the gold aod the Vbread-shop/ combined 
with the doctor's confident prediction, put new life into me, 
I boldly said, ^ I WILL succeed.' 

With the sum of seven pounds in hand, I wrote to the 
Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, begging him to ask the 
Bishop of London if he would license my Irish church and 
-an^ Irish clergyman, if I provided both. Lord Mountsand- 
ford took this letter to him; and the next day he brought 
me this rather startling message : — ' The Bishop of London 
will license yoiur church : Lichfield sends his love to you, 
and desires you will summon, the gentlemen who are assist- 
ing you in this undertakings — half a dozen or so,— -to meet 
him in.Sackville-streeton Saturday next, and be there your- 
self. He will see what can be done to forward it.' Half a 
dozen gentlemen ! where was I to find them ? My only help- 
ers were Mr. Maxwell, Dr. Pidduck, and Lord Mountsand- 
ford himself. However, I went to work, praying incessantly, 
aod solacing myself with that beautiful text, ^^ 60 up to the 
mountain and bring wood and build the houses and I will 
take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.'* 
I suppose I repeated that verse a hundred times a day, in my 
solitude, attending the sick child, and writing letters till I 
nearly fell from my sbat with exhaustion. 

Saturday arrived : I had no idea how far my applications 
might have succeeded ; but if I had as many gentlemen 
there as pounds in my treasury, niimely, seveja, it woul^ be 
sufficient. I went trembling with hope aud fear, accom- 
panied by two warm-hearted young Irish barristers whom my 
good friend Mr. Maxwell had pressed into the service. Oh 
what could I render unto the Lord for all his goodness to 
me, when I saw thq glorious spectacle presented to my view 
at the hour .^ppoint^fi I There sat the good Bishop Ryder 
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in the chair ; beside him the Bishop of Bath and Wells ; 
Lords L^rton, Lifl^rd, Bexley^ Mountsandfbrd) and Car- 
berry ; and of oUier clergymen and gentlemen upwards of 
forty. * Let us ask a blessing,' said the Bishop of Lichfield ; 
and when we all kneeled down to commit unto the Lord a 
work so new, so strange, and to poor human reason sohope- 
lessly wild as this had appeared two days before, I thought 
I might as well die then as not ; I could never die happier^ 
All was seal, love, unanimity ; they placed it on a good 
basis, and my seven pounds were multiplied by more than 
seven before we broke up. They did not take the work out 
of my hands, but formed themselves into a body for aiding in 
carrying it on : the rector of St. Giles's came forward volun- 
tarily to give his hearty/ consent, and ten pounds; and if 
there was a pillow of roses in London that night, I surely 
slept on it. In six weeks my memorable seven pounds 
swelled to thirteen hundred ; a church was bought, a pastor 
engaged ; and a noble meeting held in Freemasoil^s HalU 
to incorporate the new project with thcvlrish Society. I wept 
back to Sandhurst elated with joy, and lost no time in putting 
up, most conspicuously written out oh card, over my studjr 
fire-place, the lines that I had so often repeated during the 
preceding two months : 

Victorious Faith Jhe promiae sees 

And looks to God alone ; , 
Laughs at impossibilities 
" And says, < It SHALL BE DONE.' 

In the following November the Irish Episcopal church in 
St. Giles's wa9 opened for divine service on Advent Sunday, 
the Rev. H. H. Beamish officiating. A more eloquent and 
fluent preacher, a more gifted jmd devoted njan, the whole 
church of Gad could not h^Y^ supplied. He preached the 
whole gospel in Irish to the listening, wondering people, who 
hung with delight upon accents so dear to them ; and he 
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attacked their pestilent hereiies with the bold fajthfiilnessc^ 
<M[ie who meant what he said, when vowing to drive away all 
erroneous and strange doctrines from those under his charge. 
God blessed most richly his.ministry : many were awakened* 
several truly converted ta Christ, and not a sipall number 
folly convinced of the falsehood jof their own- supefstitioo« 
which they forsook* We had forty communicants from 
among the most wretchedly ignorant and bigotted of the Irish 
Romanists, befor* Mr. Beamish lejft his post : and one of 
them bad even endured a cfUel . martyrdom for the truth's 
sake. A bread-shop indeed it was : and the old Christiaa, 
whose fervent appeal had giyen rise to its ^stabli^mentt 
himself |)r^ached there in Irish to a delighted co£(gregatioii« 
before the Lord toqk him to Himselfl 

I must, .however, go back to the period of my sojourn in 
Londour to mention. some other matters. Two especial 
blessings I obtained there: the minisiry of Mr« Howels, and 
the firiendship of.One whoid you well knaw by character as 
portrayed under the type of the hearts-ease in the Chapters 
on Flowers .— Mr. Donald, The two blessings were k^eed 
one I for never were hearts more closely knit in brotherly 
love,, than those of IJowcrlsand Ponald,now together before 
the throne of the Lamb., I cannot set forth what I owe to 
my pastor at Long Acre, in the Way of strengthening my 
faith against the perilous delu^ons <>f Irvingism, which were 
continually seeking to enwrap me, but which, by God's 
grace, J had been enabled to resist, at the commencement, 
by an appeal to my Bible alone : I must enter more fully 
upon that presently. The most valuable lesson, however, 
which I learned from Mr. Howels was, speaking out. Up 
to that time h had been very cautious, and refrained from 
touching on. controversy, persuaded that to, oppose error 
openly aqd directly, was an unsafe proceeding.. I .had at- 
tacked- it covertly, rather by setting forth the light than by 
noticing, the darkness, at least in my writings, and in espeak- 
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ing to the Romaoiatfl ; bat now I began to feel tbat to «*con- 
tend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints '' 
must necessarily include an open denunciation of the errors 
which subverted that faith. Mr. Howels was peculiarly 
bold and direct in his manner of preaching down heresy, in 
whatsoever form it lifled up its head ; nor did he at iall flinch 
from warning individuals. Ccmtrary to the usual plan of 
gently insinuating what he intended to convey, he left no 
possibility of mistaking his meaning. I was greatly ^aston* 
ished, when, on the very first day of my attendance at Long 
Acre, he abruptly said from the pulpit, '* I am accused of 
dealing two severely with individuals : they say I struck 
Irving too hard. / strike Irving ! No, he struck himself, 
I did not strike him ; who would strike a suicide?' He 
proceeded to exhibit the suicidal effects of those doctrines 
which Mr. Irving was then beginning to proclaim ; and 
so completely was my attention rivetted by Uie undisguised 
personality with which he had commenced, that it was to me 
as the regular discussion of a particular case, instead of being 
lost in the generalizing effect <^ what might a[^ly to almost 
any thing. In like manner he dealt with Popery and with 
Socinianism, calling diem by these their proper names, and 
specifying distinctly any man, living or dead, whose partic- 
ular errors he was assailing. I found this miCnner of in 
structing most effectual : all Hiat he said became, as it were, 
so classed in the memory, that each sentence was made 
available ip the precise department to which it belonged. 
Through the goodness of God in teaching me out of his 
owa blessed word, I had learned those truths which my 
pastor set forth ; and there was no mistaken view, as I re- 
member, on itiy part, to be rectified by his instructions. I 
went along with him fully, cordially, in all things save one, — 
the Second Advent,— but incalculably did he strengthen me 
on points where before I indeed stood, but where now I felt 
that I stood fast ; and I soon learned that to poesess the 

22 
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woapoDs of a warfare into which the churdi was entmrkig 
was not enough i they must be openi j used. His yery pitta 
speaidog, which shocked some fastidious tastes, showed me 
how much we lose by diluting our natire Saxon : ^nd I re^ 
solved by God's grace to make a better use in future, of njr 
mother-toi^e. 

In warning my young Sedibath party agamst Popery, I had 
been iMed ^o say ^ There are some mistaken people who will 
pay honour to those which are no gods : doing superstitious 
things,' and so forth, Ascribing the observances of the Rom- 
ish system. Now, I at once addressed them Without ckcumlo- 
Ctttion • Papists, who are by some foolishly and falsely caHed 
CathoIics,are taught by th^ir priests the most idolatrous, anti- 
christian t^ngs posies ;' and then proceeded to show thos^ 
things. This had the effect I had expected ; it embo^ed 
an idea otherwise vag^e and indistinct ; and ensured thekr 
Remembering the particular errors when tney should meet 
with the party named. To the Romanist himself I learned 
to be equally explicit^ not merely combating idolatry as be- 
fore, by dwelling on the command to wmrshif) God alone, but 
at once braa^ng as idokUrous specific acts habitually com* 
Atitted by those of his communion ; and shpwing at one 
view the actual sin with the divine prol^ibition of it. This 
is controversy ; and so long as the- world Ueth in wicked- 
ness the church miiist be a controversial body : this » pro* 
selytizing ; and so long as menare to be turned from dark* 
ness to light, we mm^ proselytize. At the outset of Ay ef«> 
forts for an Irish -church in St. Giles's it was objected l^ t>ne 
or two friends, ^ ¥ou^ want to make proselytes.' I answerod, 
' Nof we only want to preach die Crospel.' A very few 
Sundays at Long Acre however changed n^ tone ; and 
thenceforth the reply was, * To be sme we do ; of what avi^ 
will the preaching of Christ be, if tt does not overthrow the 
dominion of Antichriat V At a subeequent period, an Iririi 
reader of mine asked me> * Ma'am, do you forbid me to 
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•peak eoatroveraialljr I' * Certainly aot : show the people 
their errors, as set forth by the Holy Spirit for that very puri- 
pose of eooviiioiog them of the sin.' * I am thankfol to hear 
you say that, Ma'am. Some of the gentlemen ehai^ me 
never to engage in controversy, but how can I help it ? 
When I was a Papist, I read the Bible because it was the 
only hook in Irish that I could well teach my pufnls out of; 
and I did it without being at all unsettled in ray false religion, 
until I was teacfaoog Miss --^--^ and she stopped me when* 
ever we came to a strong passage against idolatry and the 
tike, saying, • Now, Mr* — — how do you reconcile that 
with your religion V I was very mad at her, and stirove to 
forget it; but I could not get the words out of the BiUe, and 
they troubled my conscience, till at last I took to compar- 
ing Popery with what she had told me was written to warn 
ne out of it : and by Grod's blessing out I came.' Another 
saki, * I might have read fifty times over, ** The blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin," and not objected to it, 
and still remained a Papist ; but a Protestant pointed it out, 
and said, **If the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin, 
what are your works, your penances, your expiatory masses 
good for ? And if the blood of Jesns Christ cleanseth from all 
sin, what more has purgatory to do for the aoul ? And if 
there be no purgatory, what becomes of the infallihility of 
your church 1 And if your church be not infallible, what 
leg have you got to stand upont" I felt, continued the 
narrator, * as if the ground was cleaYing under my feet; and 
firc»n that time I never rested till I had come to Christ for 
die blood of sprinkling, and cast my idols to the moles and 
the bats.' So much for controversy. 

I have noticed that I did not go with Mr. Howels oi^ the 
subject of the Second Advent : I could not. In fact, I was a 
millennarian against my will. The three particulars on which 
I dkl not believe myself to be convinced were, the vengefol 
dispensation against the Lord's enemies preparatory to the 
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thousand years of blessedness ; the literal nature of the first, 
premillenDial resurrection : and the personal reign. With 
regard to the first, I wished to beheve that the gospel would 
be universally victorious, subduing every heart, and bringing 
the whole world in peaceful submission to acknowledge the 
Lord as King. I had once, as before stated, been startled 
by a reference to the sixty^-diirdof Isaiah, and lulled to sleep 
again by die far-fetched commentsof good Matthew Henry: 
and I confess I had taken up the missionary cause on the 
gratuitous assumption that we were to convert every body, 
and could not agree to a less exteoisive triumph. WeU ; I 
did not choose to bring this to the test of Scripture, because 
I did not wish to be undeceived; but just afler the Irish 
meeting, one was held in reference to the Jews, at which I 
was present ; and forth stepped my valued friend M'Neile, 
whom I had not seen for a year, and with his little bible in 
his hand preached the obnoxious doctrine, to ^my infinite 
annoyance and conviction ! He took up my precise objec- 
tion without knowing it ; he spoke of those who could not 
see that a part of God's tntrcy was hiajudgmeni; and with 
that glowing ardour tempered with deep solemnity that al- 
ways gives him so much of the prophetic characteristic, if I 
may so speak, he read from the cixxvi. Psalm, " To Him 
|hat smote £gypt in their first-bom ; for his mbrct endureth 
for ever." '' To him which smote great kings, for his 
MEncY endurtth for ever: And slew famous kings, /or ftts 
MERCY endureihfor ever." This was the key-note of a strain 
that I deeply felt resounded through the whole scripture, 
though I had refused to heed it ; and then he turned to the 
Ixi. of Isaiah, and read the first and part of the second verse, 
as quoted by our blessed Lord in the iv. of St. John, to 
where he shut the book, saying, *'Ws day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears." But did the scripture end here t 
No: the first advent fulfilled so much of it ; and He who 
then proclaimed '* the acceptable year of the Lord," should 
it has second coming proceed with that unfinished scripture • 
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** Tbe day of veageaace of our God." And go on thence 
** To comfort all tha^ mouro : to appoipt unto them that 
iQpifrn ip ZtoPf" -r- apd so the whole beautiful picture of mil- 
lemual gladness and gjory on. which Isaiah expatiates rose 
before me, as consequent upon that "day of vengeance," 
which Christ has not yet in person proclaimed. How angry 
I felt with that dauntless champion of God's whole truth, 
for trampling upon my darling prejudices ! nevertheless he 
hi^d done it ; and thenceforth I opened my mind to drink in 
the pure simple meaning of the literal, promise. 

The first resurrection I considered to be a resurrection 
of the souls of the martyrs, whose spirits were tp animate 
the happy race of believers during a thousand years. I 
confess some things puzzled me sorely in this inteVpretation : 
for instance, bow could a soul he buried ; and if not buried 
how did it rise ? Again, those souls were under an altar in 
beaveut waiting for the completion of th^ir con^pany by 
meims of a new persecution on e^rth, and it seemed rather a 
heathenish doctrine to trimsmigrate them into other bodies; 
more especially as their own bodies would need them agaip. 
Besides, they were with Christ personally in heaven ; and 
to be without Christ, personally on earth, was by no means 
an additional privilege* I foupd the thing untenable, and 
resdved to consider it as wholly figurative ; but if so, then 
the final judgment, described also in that chapter, plight be 
figurative too. I could not look my own inferences in the 
face ; so I wished to let the subject alone ; but then a bless? 
ing was distinctly pronounced on such as should read or 
he^ the words of that prophecy ; and I did not like to Ipse 
a blessing. 

Thus the matter stood : I had rigidly forborne to read 
ax^ book, pro or con, or to be talked to about it.. One day, 
when the subject forced itself on me, I resolved to strengths 
en myself against the modern view (^ I wisely jsupposed 
it) by pn^erfully reading again what I jalready so well 
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knew — the xv. chapter of 1 Corinthians. I did so : and 
was suddenly struck by a recollection of the passage where 
the ** saying ^ is written ^ Death is swallowed up in victo- 
ry.'* I turned to Isaiah xzv., read it, and found it unequi- 
vocally a description of the church's blessedness on earth — 
the millennium — at the outset of which the saying is written 
which '* shall come to pass ** when Christ's people rise from 
the dead. Bdt will hot all rise then ? I went over the 
apostle's description once niore, and found no word of the 
resurrection unto condemnation. The corruptible then 
raised would all put on incorrupdon ; the weakness, pow- 
er ; the mortal, immortali^ty ; having borne the image of 
the earthy, they were to bear the image of the heavenly. 
I was quite overpowered : could I reply against God? 
The passage that I thought so formidable on my side failed 
me — " Afterwards they that are Christ's at his coming. 
Then cometh the end." But an interval of a thousand 
years might surely precede that '* Then," since more than 
eighteen hundred have ah*eady intervened since ^*the ac- 
ceptible year of the Lord," and we have not yet seen ** the 
day of vengeance of our Grod," though only a comma sepa- 
rates them in the Bible. , f^rom this starting point I ex- 
plored the scriptures in reference to a literal resurrection 
of Christ's people, at a literal coming previous to the thou- 
sand years of Satan's binding and the peace of the church. 
I saw it clearly : I recived it fully : and I hold it firmly at 
this day. 

On the continued personal presence of the Lord Jesus 
during that period I was much longer undecided ; but I re- 
ceived it gradually as necessary to the harmonious comple- 
tion of the whole. I shall have occasion to mention it again. 
Whenever Mr. Howels took up this subject of the Second 
Advent, I was more than willing to be convinced, or rather 
unconvinced by him ; but I could not. He always lost his 
temper, talked of sending the millennarians to a lunatic asy* 
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laiQ ; but never showed cause for their commitment to such 
safe custody. Donald was by no means favourable to the 
views, and once asked me ' Why do you hold this mistaken 
opinion V I answered, playfully, * Because it is the only 
subject on which Howels talks nonsence.' He shook his 
head, and said, ' I candidly tell you, I wish he would let it 
alone.' He did not, however, let it alone ; and had he been 
spared to us to this day, he would, I doubt not, have been 
found among its most powerful proclaimed. 

It has ofl^Q struck me what efforts the .enemy has made 
to stifle this doctrine. The check given by Irvingism was 
very great, aud though it did not lead me to question what 
I found in my Bible, it made me very cautious in receivings 
very backward in declaring, any farther light on the subject. 
Two years later^ a valuable Christian clergyman who had re« 
eeived, and alas ! still holds those deluding errors, when la- 
menting my awful pertinacity in resisting them, and warning 
me of my supposed sin, added, * Nevertheless I have hope 
of you my sister. You believe in the second advent: you 
will be saved by your faith in a glorified Saviour.' To which 
I answered, ^ I will not. I will be saved by my faith in a 
crucified Saviour. I believe in his glorious, pre-millennial 
coming, but it is his cross, not his crown, that saves my 
soul.' This was considered the climax of heresy, and I was 
given over as, lost. 

But shall the abuse of a sublime truth by the great enemy 
l^ us to reject it 1 As well may we blot out the ninety- 
first l^salm, because the devil quoted it, and for a truly dev- 
ilish purpose. No; he knows that the shedding forth of 
greater light on this important branch of Christian knowledge 
is one of the signs of Christ's actual t^oming ; a token that 
his own time is short ; therefore he endeavours to stifle it ; 
and ere long he will bring us false Christs, to deceive if it 
were possible, the very elect. We have need to be found 
watcUng! 
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LETTJER XV. 

DARKNESS AND LIGHT. 

I WISH to bring into one view, the subject with which I clo- 
sed my last ; partly because the way of my escape from that 
snare was so similar to my preservation frotn Popery ; and 
partly because I doubt not that the great truth of the second 
advent will again be mixed up with the same, or with other 
deluding doctrines. We are remarkably warned by our 
Lord. of the'* snare " that shall be spread, the temptation 
that Cometh upon the whole earth, from which \ns people 
will be kept ; and as we have no rij^t or warrant Co look for 
any farther revelation than we already have, it becomes 
deeply important to appreciate the sufficiency of that for the 
coming hour of trial. 

The first thing that aroused my attention to the, new 
doctrines of Mr. Irving, was the singular case of Miss Fan- 
court. Had it been a person unknown to me, I might have 
thought less about it ; but I knew her, and her fqpily ; and 
I was and am perfectly certain that the least attempt at de- 
ception was never practiced, never thought of by them. A 
sweet, patient, suffering child of God, guileles^s as a babe," 
and whose bodily affiction had moved my tenderest sympa- 
thy as I sat beside her couch of pain ; tho intelligence of 
her instantaneous recovery, of her having walked from 
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father's house at Hexton to that of my hospitable friend Mr. 
Hawtrey, in Hackney, and back, with nay intimate knowledge 
alike 4^ the localities and the individuals concerned, came 
upon me with a reality the most overwhelming. I certainly; 
held it to have been a miraculous answer to faithful prayer ; 
and I was strongly predisposed by it to receive whatever 
might be placed before me on the same basis. 

Just then, within two or three days afterwards, a lady to 
whom I looked up as a most enlightened, zealous Chris- 
tian, wrote me a glowing letter, enclosing two little pamph- 
lets or rather tracts, on the subject of miraculous gifts in 
the church, as set forth in the xiv. chapter^ 1 Corinthians, 
which was quoted in full. She also gave me an account of 
the * tongues,' and exhorted me to pray for miraculous gifts, 
and to devote my pen immediately and wholly to this great 
cause. She added that her parents were violently opposed, 
but she hoped to obtain the 'gifts' herself, and by that 
means to silence all. I was confounded : I read the tracts, 
and all the scriptures pointed out in them as confirmatory of 
the view taken, and which certainly made out a strong case ; 
but I felt too that a reference to single texts would not suf- 
fice ; I had always read the Bible as a continuous book, 
not as a collection of scraps ; and even the division into 
chapter and verse annoyed me. I considered that if a man 
sent me a letter on business of importance I should never 
be content to look at a sentence here and another there, in 
Order to arrive at his full meaning, but should read the whole ; 
much less would detached vei'ses, called texts, selected from 
letters of the Apostles, indjted by the Holy Ghost, rightly 
inform me as to the mind of the Spirit. Accordingly I that 
night took the New Testiment up, kneeled, and fervently, 
most fervently prayed to be guided to all truth, kept from 
presumptuous sin, and led to glorify God by humbly re- 
ceiving whatever he was pleased to reveal. I then seated 
myself on the side of my bed, and read the whole of the New 
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TestaiB^t firom the first chapter of Matthew to the Epistle 
of Jude, aod the first seveo chapters of the Revelation; 
finishing that book on the monow. *^ 

The result was such as to make me decidedlj reject the 
new pretensions. I cannot go over the subject here, it wooki 
be a treatise in itself; and my object is to recommend to 
you and others the same process^ that each may have his 
own convictions based on the woid of Grod, and not on the 
convictions of a fellow mortal. I was quite sure that if wich 
an important change was to take place in the character of 
the dispensation, and women to become public teachers of 
men, I should find some express warrant for it ; since €rod 
would never require us to believe a miracle not wrou^t ac- 
cording to his word. I found that signs and wonders in the 
last days were the predicted marks of what was not to be 
received or followed ; and I began to regard with jealous 
suspicion this assumption ; resolved to wateh most narrowly 
the doctrines they might preach. Miss Pancourt's case 
was argued at large in the Record newspaper ; and I soon 
came to the conclusion from which I have not swerved, that 
it wa^ one of nervous, not organic disease ; and while as- 
cribing all glory to God aii the hearer of her prayer and 
healer of her sickness, I believed that it had been accom- 
plished by the natural effects, mercifully ordered by him, of 
a natural cause. In this state of mind I remained, when a 
letter from a friend in Scotland brought me some account 
of a meeting where ho had heard Mr. Irving expound on the 
subject of our adorable liord's human nature, and which, he 
said,- perplexed him. He stated the outline, slightly ; but 
sufficiently to convince me that some great error lay beneath 
the surface, and this rendered me the more thankful that I 
had not lightly admitted the claim to supernatural powers, 
which, once acknowledged, would have given weight to any 
doctrine associated with them. 

A little timo brotight me better acquainted with the nature 
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of Am heresy. Shrouded as it was in much obscurity, and 
perplexed with many contradictioBS, so as to enable its un« 
happy propounder to deny in wohls what in substance he 
strongly advanced, nothing could strip it of its blasphemous 
character. He maintained that the human nature in which 
our Dirae Lord was pleased to become incarnate was not 
only the likeness of lednful flesh, but flesh iqherently sinful ; 
that He was assailed by every evil passion and corrupt in- 
clination ; that his principal suflering consisted in the war- 
ring of this unholy, depraved nature against the pure spirit 
lodged within it; that His conquest over sin was the c<xi- 
quest o( his owa sinful propensities ; that the flnabtriumph 
was the putting to death of this same wicked nature on the 
cross ; and that having thus Overcome in his own person 
all vile dispositions, it remained for each of us to become 
equally holy, equally free from sin, and entitled to enter 
heaven. I do not err in this description, for I took it from 
the vile book in which Mr. Irving asserted the doctrine, and 
which with unspeakable horror T was compelled to read, in 
order, when brought into daily contact with his devoted fol- 
lowers, to maintain the cause of truth against their assaults. 
A more atrocious outrage on the great mystery of our re* 
demption never was fabricated. Socinianism could desire 
no more than to see the Deity of Christ thus degraded. In- 
deed it is very remarkable what an anti-christian character 
attaches to the whole device : for the heresy is worse than 
AriaU) and the presumed miracles quite Popish. 

Great anxiety was shown to enlist me in this cause ; for 
my natural enthusiasm would have rendered me a zealous 
adherent, and my pen devoted to its advocacy might have 
done good service. They wished to test the miracl^ work- 
ing powers of their leader by causing me to hear ; and to 
prove the supernatural character of the utterances by mak- 
ing them audible to roe previous to such cure. However, 
I b^ not in vain read the 13di chapter of Deuteronomy, and 
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their success in both instances would have produced no 
other effect upon me than as God might have given me 
over to delusion in punishment for my presumptuous sin in 
seeking to any other standard of truth than ' the law and the 
testimony.' I waa far from denying the probability of super- 
natural agency, for the doctrine was so truly diabolical that 
Satan might be likely enough to strengthen it with such 
signs and wonders as he was permitted to show, in order 
to try the faith of God's people : and I know of nothing that 
would sooner put me on my guard against any new theoty 
than seeing it backed by seeming miracles. That Satan 
can work miracles there is no doubt, and that he will yet do 
so we are plainly warned. He seems to withhold his hand 
now, in order to conceal the fa<:t of his existence ; ^for the 
spirit of the age is infidelity, not superstition ; but there will 
be a snare provided for each individual, according to his 
natural disposition ; and the most devoutly disposed are they 
who have need to watch the most carefully against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. If man in his first state of 
obedience and happiness was the object of envy so deep 
and a plot so subtle and malignant as that which accom- 
plished the fall of Adam, what inust be the feeling of the 
great enemy against man delivered from his grasp,*^and re- 
stored to God's favour, — what his eagerness to bar to eveiy 
sou) the entrance upon a brighter £dto than that from which 
our first parents were driven ! Believing as I do that the 
curse will be taken off, and earth become again the fair and 
fertile garden that it OQce was, and knowing that Satan 
surely reads prophecy with a mof e accurate eye than we can 
do, I cannot doubt his rage being fearfully increased as the 
appointed time draws on ; nor can I question that he will 
make a separate effort against every class, every individual 
in Christ's church, as a last attempt to mar the triumphs of 
his Conqueror. We may well cling to the assurance that 
none of His sheep shall perishi nekher be plucked from his 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PERSUASIONS. 



265 



hand ; but it behooves us to be extremely waiy, and to watch 
against the devices of Satan with redoubled vigilance. 

Such considerations pTrevented my giving heed to any per- 
suasion that sought to bring me into contact with the pro- 
fessors of Irvingism. I had no difficulty in so doing for 
some tinie ; but at length I took up my abode in the house 
of a lady whom I did not know to be a devoted follower of 
Mr. Irving. She was so warm-hearted, energetic, and sin- 
cere, that firmly believing the work to be of God, and that 
to oppose it was to blaspheme the Holy Spirit, she could not 
but be^ most anxious to bring all whom she loved within the 
supposed ark of safety. She loved me ; and of course la- 
boured diligently to accomplish my conversion, gathering 
about me the most estimable and most acute of those who 
followed with her, many of whom were also my personal 
friends. Finding that my main argument was always the 
heretical character of the doctrine preached, rather than the 
nothingness of its supposed attestations, they assured me 
that Irving was belted ; that he never intended to convey 
any such imputation on our Lord's human nature ; and that 
if I would only attend his ministry I should find he preached 
quite a different thing. His book was removed out of my 
reach, as soon as I was found reading it ; but I provided 
myself with another copy, examined, analyzed, and noted 
down the points of argument, and proved to demonstration, 
that whether or not he understood the full force of his own 
assertions, those assertions were precisely what we conceived 
them to be, most uoscriptural, most blasphemous. I averred 
it to be so, and was of course met by most indigniant de- 
nials that a man so holy in mind, so unblemished in life, 
could possibly be a blasphemer, or that persons living in 
daily prayer to God, earnestly desirous of being guided into 
adl truth, should be suffered to go so far astray. To this I 
could only reply again, that what he was, or what they were, 
did not affect the question when the doctrine promulgated 

23 
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was totally contrary to Scripture. • Is it not written, By 
their fruits ye shall know them V * Tes ; and it is also writ-* 
ten, Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.' 
Indeed, the argument most constantly brought against roe 
was the holy lives of the party ; but I could match diem, 
not only among the blind pharisees and the scribes, of whom 
our Lord said that they could not escape 'the damnation of 
hel' ; not only among the dark devotees of Popery, and the 
blaspheming followers of Socinus, but among the heathen 
moralists who never so much as heard of a divine revelation, 
and who persecuted unto death the early Christians. In- 
deed it is not to be expected that such a master of delusion 
as he is who beguiled £ve by his subtlety, should ^eek to 
allure believers from the right way by means of any but per- 
sons of irreproachable character. Neither does it follow 
that the persons thus put forward to deceive are themselves 
hypocrites ; dome sqch there will bein ev^ry class profess- 
ing godliness, but I never suspected Mr. Irving himself, nor 
any one personally known to me amon^ that body, of pro- 
fessing anything they dicl not honestly believe. 

Many a time did I suffer grief far gi'eater than I occa- 
sioned, when refusing to join my dear erring brethren ia 
social worship. I knew some of them were in the habit of 
returning thanks to God the Father for imparting to the 
Lord Jesus siich abundance of the Holy Spirit's influence 
as kept him from sinning ; and I would sooner have died 
than have been found assenting, even by my presence, to 
any such fearful impiety. Accordingly I invariably refused 
to meet them otherwise than in the interchange of courtesy 
and kindness ; and whenever prayer wa^ proposed I with- 
drew and prayed alone. To do this, cost me an effort that 
would spoil a whole night's rest ; and once in particular, 
when a large party unexpectedly came in from hearing a 
sermon and sat down to supper, and afterwards took their 
Bibles to read and pray, I found it almost too much for me 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ATBRMINATIOK. 267 

to rise to declare my reason for retiring, and after a most 
affectionate good night, to leave them ; for I loved them well, 
and it seemed a iB08t|>re8tJunipg thing on my part I wept 
Dearly all night after it ; .but how great was my thankfulness 
on- hearing, at the distance of several years, that a very sweet 
and pious young lady, a stranger to me, who was about to 
resign herself wholly to their guidance at the sacrifice of 
filial duty, was so startled by my proceeding, that on return- 
ing home she prayed for direction in a spirit of real willing- 
ness to be ^ed of God ; and after reading attentively such 
parts -of the Scripture as haclbeen mo6t perverted to m^n- 
tain the cause of error, she saw the snare, and withdrew. 
Who shalt estimate the value of an, open protest ! 

Finding that an effort was aboiit to be made to introduce 
and spread the delusions in Ireland, the ardent temperament 
of whose children appeared so favourable to their reception, 
I published & pamphlet, 'A Letter to a Friend on some 
subjects that trouble the Church,' in which I quoted Mr. 
Irving's own words, as published and re-published by him- 
self in elucidation of his real tenets. This was an unpar- 
donable instance of hardened unbelief on my part ; and it 
affected my friend so much that we agreed to part sooner 
than we had purposed. I look back with thankfulness t6 
that time ; for it was greatly blessed to establishing me in 
the iaith ; and during three months of daily discussion be- 
tween me and my zealous opponent, not one word bad^ever 
been uttered on either side, or one look exchanged that was 
not even affectionately amicable. She was soon afterwards 
completely recovered out of the snare ; and we both recall 
our united sojoorti with feelibgs of gratitude to Him who 
kept us still o( one heart, even while we were not of one 
mind in the house.^ 

I shoukl not pause so long on this part of my recollections, 
did I not apprehend a revival of the mischief in this church, 
or something similar to it The heretical doctrine will never 
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be received except among semi-iDfidels, but it is probable 
the ' manifestations ' may be joined to some more specious 
form of anti-christianity ; still while we hold an unmutitated 
Bible, with the privilege of searching it throughout, and have 
access to the throne of grace, for mercy and for grace to 
help in time of need, we are safe in the using of those pre- 
cious privileges. May the Lord enable us so to do ! 

I have gone forward in my sketch to avoid recurring to 
this subject ; and now I return to the period of my delivering 
up a sacred trust into the hands of Him who conlmitted k 
to me. Jack had lingered long, and sunk very gradually ; 
but now he faded apace. His eldest sister, a very decided 
Romanist, came over for the purpose of seeing him, and 
to take care that he had ^ the rites of the church.' Had the 
Abbe remained, it is probable we should have soon found 
ourselves deep in controversy ; for, as priest, he never 
should have crossed my threshold, to bring upon my house 
the curse attached to idolatrous worship; and there was 
happily no other within reach. Jack requested me to pro- 
mise him in his sister's presence that no Romish priest should 
come near him ,; I willingly did so ; and moreover informed 
her that if she was herself dying and asked for one, he would 
not be admitted under my roof. The abomination that 
maketh desolate stands in many places where it ought not, 
but where I have authority it never did ; nor by God's grace 
ever shall. I have toleration full and free for every form of 
Christianity, but none for Antichrist, come in what form he 
may. 

It may be pbssible to describe a glorious summer sunset, 
with all the softening splendour that it sheds around ; but to 
describe the setting of my dumb boy's sun of mortal life is 
impossible^ He declined like the orb of day, gently, silently, 
gradually, yet swiftly, and gathered new beauties as he ap- 
proached the horizon* , His sufjferings were great, but far 
greater his patience; and nothing resembling a complaint 
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ever escaped him. When ii|>pearing id the moraing, with 
pallid, exhausted looks, if asked whether he had slept, he 
would reply, with a sweet smile, * No, Jadi no sleep ; Jack 
think Ig^od Jesus Ohrist see poor Jack. Night dark; 
heaven all light ; soon see heaven. Cough much now, pain 
had ; soon no cough, no pain.' This was his usual way 
of admitting how much he suffered, always placing in con- 
trast the glory to 9e revealed in him, and which seemed al- 
ready revealed to him. Knowing that his recovery was im- 
possible, I refrained, with his full concurrence, from having 
him tormented with miscalled alleviatiotis, such as opiates, 
bloodletting, and so forth. All that kindness and skiU could 
effect was gratuitously done for him, and every thing freely 
supplied by our medical friends ; but they admihed that no 
permanent relief could be given, and I always hold it crqel 
to embitter the dying season with applications that in the end 
increase the sufferings they temporarily subdue. This plan 
kept the boy's mind clear and calm^ the ever-present Saviour 
being to him instead of all soothing drugs. Sometimes 
when greatly oppressed, he has had leeches ; and I remem- 
ber once half-a-dozen were put on his side^ at his own re- 
quest. The inflammation was very great ; the torture dread- 
ful as they drew it to the surface ; and I was called to him, 
as he sat grasping the arrp of a chair, and Writhing convul- 
sively. He said to me * Very, very pain ; pain bad, soon 
kill ;'' and he seemed half wild with agony. Looking up in 
my face, he saw me in tears ; and instantly assumed his 
sweetest expression of countenance, saying in a calm, lei- 
surely way, that his pain was much, but the pain the Lord 
suffered much more t his was only in bis side; the Lord 
suffered in his side, his bands, his feet, and head. His pain 
would be over in half an hour, the Lord's lasted many honk's; 
he was *bad Jack,' the Lord was 'good Jesiis Christ.' 
Then again he observed the leeches made very little holes 
in his skin, and drew out a little blood; but the thorns, the 
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DAils, the spear, tore the Lord's flesh, and all his blood 
gushed out, — it was shed to save him ; and he raised his 
eyes, lifled his clasped hands, turned his whole face up to- 
wards heaven, sa)ung * Jack loves, loves, very loves good 
Jesus Christ!' When another violent pang made him start 
and writhe a little, he recovered in a moqnent, nodded his 
head, and said, * Good pain, make Jack soon go heaveo.' 

His sublime idea of the *red hand'iiras ever preseilt. 
He had told me some years before that when he had lain a 
good while in the grave, God would call aloud, ' Jack !' 
and he would start, and say, * Tes, me Jack.' Then he 
would rise, and see multitudes standing together, and God 
sitting on a cloud with a very large book in his hand^ — he 
called it ^ Bible book' — and wouM beckon him to stand 
before him while he opened the book, wa^ looked at the top 

of the pages, till he came to the name of John B • In 

that page he told me, God had written all his * bads,' every 
sin he had ever done ; and the page was full. So God 
wpuld look, and strive to read it, and hold it to the sun for 
light, but it was all ^ No, no nothing, none.' I asked him 
in some alarm if he had done no bad? He said yes; much 
bads ; but when he first played to Jesus Christ he had taken 
the book out of God's hand, found that page, and pulling 
from his palm something which he described as filling up 
the hole made by the nail, had alk)wed the wound to bleed 
a little, passing his hand down the page so that, as he beau- 
tifully said, God could see none of Jack's bads, only Jesus 
Christ's blood. Nothing being thus found against him, God 
would shut the book, and there he would remain stand- 
ing before him, till the Lord Jesus came, and saying 
to God ^ MT Jack,' itould put his arm around him, draw 
him aside, and bid him stand with the angels till the rest 
were judged. 

All this he told me with the placid but animated look of 
one who is relating a delightful fact : I stood amazed, for 
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rarely had the plan of a sinner's ransom, appropriation, and 
justification been so perspicuously set forth in a pulpit as 
here it was by a poor deaf and dumb peasant boy, whose 
broken language was eked out by signs. He often told it 
to others, always making himself understood, and often hi^ve 
I seen the tears starting from a rough man's eye as he fol- 
lowed the glowing representation. Jack used to sit silent 
• and thoughtful for a long time together in his easy chair 
when too weak to move about ; and then catching my eye, 
to say with a k)ok of infinite satisfaction, * Good red hand,' 
I am persuaded that it was his sole and solid support ; he 
never doubtedr never feared, becapse ,his view of Christ's 
all-sufficiency was so exceedingly clear, and realizing. It 
certainly never entered his head to question God's love to 
him. One night a servant went to his room, long after he 
had gone to t»ed : he was on his knees at the window, his 
hands and face held up towards a beautiful starlight sky. 
He did not perceive the servant's entrance : and next morn- 
ing when I asked him about it, he told me that God was 
tvalklng above, upon the stars ; and that he went to the win- 
dow and held up his head that God might look down into it 
and see how very much hejoved Jesus Christ. 

All his ideas were similar : all turned on the one theme so 
dear to him ; and their originality was inexhaustible. "VVhat 
could be finer than his notion of the lightnings that it was 
produced by a sudden opening and shutting of God's eye 
— or of the rainbow, that it was the reflection of God's 
smile t What more graphic than his representatibn of Sa- 
tan's malice and impotence, when, one evening, holding his 
finger to a candle, be snatched it back, as if burnt, pretend- 
ing to be in great pain, and said * Ditvil like candle.' Then 
with a sudden look of triumph he added * God like wind,' 
and with a most vehement puff at once extinguished the 
light. When it was rekindled, he laughed and said *God 
kill Devil.' 
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He told me that God was always sitting still with the 
great book in his hand, and the Lord Jesus looking down 
for men, and crying to them, * Come, man; come, pray.' 
That the devil drew them back from listening, and persuad- 
ed them to spit up towards him, which was his sign for re- 
bellion and contempt ; but if at last a man snatched his hand 
from Satan, and prayed to the Lord Jesps, l^e went directly, 
took the book, found the name, and passed the * red hand ' 
over the page, on seeing which Satan would stamp and cry. 
He gave very grotesque descriptions of the evil spirit's mor- 
tification, apd always ended by bestowing on him a hearty 
kick. From seeing the effect, in point of watchfulness, 
prayer, and zeal, produced on this young Christian by such 
continual realization of the presence of the great tempter, I 
have been led to question very much the policy, not to say 
the lawfulness, of excluding that terrible foe as we do from 
our general discourse* It iseems to be regarded ^ manifest 
impropriety to name him, except with the most studied cir- 
cumlocution, as though we were afraid of treatirig him irre- 
verently; and he who is seldom named will not often be 
thought of. Assuredly it is a great help to him in histsount- 
less devices to be so kept out of sight. We are prone to 
speak, to think, to act, as though we had only our own evil 
natures to contend with, including perhaps a sort of general 
admission that something is at work to aid the cause of re- 
bellion ; but it was far otherwise with Jack. If only con- 
scious of the inward rising of a sullen or angry temper, he 
would immediately conclude that the devil was trying to 
make him grieve the Lord ; and he knelt down to pray that 
God would drive him away. The sight of a drunken man 
affected him deeply : he would remark that the devil had 
drawn that man to the ale-house, put the cup into his hand 
with an assurance that God did not see, or did not care ; 
and was now pushing him about to show the angels he had 
made that wretched being spit at the authority of the Lord- 
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Id like manner with all other vices, and some seeming vir- 
tues. As an instance of the latter, he knew a person who 
was very hostile to the gospel, and to the best of his power 
hindered it, but who neverthdess paid the most punctual re- 
gard to all the formahties of external public worship/ He 
almost frightened me by the picture he drew of that person's 
case, saying the devil walked to church with him, led him 
into a peW, set a hassock prominently forward for him to 
kneel on, put a handsome prayer-book into his hand ; and 
while he carefully followed all the service kept clapping him 
on the shoulder, saying * A very good pray.' I told this to 
a pious tninister, who declared it was the most awfully just 
description of self-deluding formality, helped on by Satan, 
that ever be heard of. When partaking of the Lord's sup- 
per. Jack told me that his feeling was * very, very love Jesus 
Christ ; very, very, very hate devil : go, devil !' and with 
holy indignation he motioned, as it .were, the enemy from 
him. He felt that he had overcome the accuser by the blood 
of the lamb. Oh that we all may take a lesson of wisdom 
from this simple child of God! 

During the winter months he sank daily : his greatest 
earthly delight was in occasionally seeing Mr.. Donald, for 
whom he felt the fondest love, and who seemed to have a 
presentiment of the happy union in which they would to- 
gether soon rejoice before the Lord. Jack was courteous 
in manner, even td elegance; most graceful; and being now 
nineteen, tall and large» with the ex:pression of infantine inno- 
cence and sweetness on a very fine countenance, no one 
could look on him without admiratiott ; nor treat him with 
roughness or disrespect : but Donald's tenderness of man- 
lier was no less conspicuous than his ; and I have watched 
that noble-minded Christian man waiting on the dying youth, 
as he sat patiently reclining in his chair, — for be could not 
lie down, — and the grateful humility with which every little 
kindness was received, until I almost forgot what the rude. 
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unfeelidg world was like in that beautirul contemplatioiu 
How much the fruit ia God's garden is beautified by die 
process thai ripens it ! 

Jack laboured anxiously to convert his sister^ and as she 
could not read at all, the whole controversy was carried on 
by signs. Mary was excessively niirthful, Jack unbound- 
edly earnest; and when her playful reproaches roused his 
Irish blood, the scene was of^en very comic. I remember 
he was once bringing a long list of accusations against her 
priest, for taking his mother's money, making the poor fast, 
while the rich paid^for dispensations to eat, inflicting cruel 
penances, drinjking too much whiskey; and finally telling 
the people to worship wooden and broaden gods. To all 
this Mary attended with perfect good humour, and tlien told 
him the same priest had christened him and made crosses 
upon him. Jack wrathfully intimated that he was then a 
baby, with a head like a doll's, and knew nothing : but if 
he had been wise he would have kicked his little foot into 
the priest's mouth. The controversy grew so warm that I 
had to part them. His horror of the priests was solely di- 
rected against their false religion ; when I told him of one 
being converted, he leaped about for joy. 

At the commencement of the year 1831 he was evidently 
dying ; and we got a furlough for his brother to visit him. 
Poor Pat never went to bed but twice during the fortnight 
he was there, so bitterly did he grieve over the companion of 
his early days ; and many a sweet discourse passed between 
them, on the subject of the blessed hope that sustained the 
dying Christian. He only survived Paf s departure four 
days. On ihe third of February the la^t symptoms came on ; 
the death-damps began to ooze out, his legs were swelled 
to the si2e of his body, and he sat ih that state, incapable of 
receiving warmth, scarcely able to swallow, 3^t clear, bright^ 
and tranquil, for thirty hours. The morning of the last day 
was marked by such a revival of strength that he walked 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A DTINO PROTEST. 276 

• 

across the room with little help, aud talked incessantly to 
me, and to all who came near him. He told me, among 
other things, that once God destroyed all men by rain, except 
those in the ark ; and that he would soon do it again, not 
with water but with fire. He described the Lord as taking 
up the wicked by handfulls, breaking them, and throwing 
them into a fire; repeating, * all bads, all bads go fire.' I 
asked if he Was not bad ; * Yes, Jack bad very.* Would he 
be thrown into the fire ? * No : Jesus Christ loves poor 
Jack.' He then spoke rapturously of the * red hand,' of 
the angels he should soon be singing with, of the day when 
Satan should be cast into the pit, and of the delight he should 
have in seeing me again. He prayed for his family, begs;ed 
me to teach Mary to read the Bible, to warn Pat against ^*d 
example, to bring up my brother's boys to love Jesus Christ, 
and lastly he repeated over and over again the fervent in- 
junction to love Ireland, to pray for Ireland, to write books 
for ' Jack's poor Ireland,' and in every way to oppose Po- 
pery. He called it * Roman,' always ; and it was a striking 
sight, that youth all. but dead, kindling into the most ani- 
mated, sjtern,. energetic warmth of manner, raising his cold, 
damp hands, and spelling with them the words, * Roman is a 
lie.' * One Jesus Christ, one (meaning he was the only 
Saviour) Jack's one Jesus Christ ;' and then, with a force as 
if he would have the characters impressed on his hands, he 
reiterated, as slowly as possible, his dying Protest, • Rpman 
is A LIE !' Very sweetly he thanked me for all my care ) 
and now he seemed to bequeath to me his zeal against the 
destroyer of his people. The last signs of removal came on 
in the evening ; his sight failed, he rubbed his eyes, shook 
his head, and then smiled with conscious pleasure. At last 
he asked me to let him lie down on the sofa where he had 
been sitting, and saying very calmly * A sleep,' put his hand 
into mine, closed his eyes, and breathed his spirit forth so 
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gently, that it was difficult to mark the precise moment of 
that joyful change. 

T still hope to throw into a volume the numerous particu- 
lars that remain untold concerning this boy ; and I will not 
now dwell upon the subject longer. God had graciously 
kept me faithful to my trust ; and I surrendered it, not with- 
out most keenly feeling the loss of such a companion, but 
with a glow of adoring thankfulness that overcame all self- 
ish regrets. Thenceforth my lot was to be cast among 
strangers, and sorely did I miss the comforting^ sympathizing 
monitor who for seven years had been teaching me more 
than I could teach him, but all my prayers had been an- 
swered, all my labours crowned ; and with other duties be- 
fore me I was enabled to look at the past, to Aank God, and 
to take courage. 
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A REMOVAL. 



OiRCUtesTAifGES led^mcrto decide on removing nearer the 
metropolis : and with reluctance I bade adieu to Sandhurst, 
where I had reside five jears. Jack was buried under the 
east window of tiie chapel crease at Bagshot, there to rest 
till roused by the Lord's descending shout, tibe voice of the 
archangel, and the trump of God. I am very certain he will 
rise to glory add immortality. It was a severe trial to part 
With my school, to dispose of the endeared relics that had 
furnished a home blessed by my brother's presence, to bid 
farewell to many kind friends, atid bast myself into the great 
wHderness of Lbndon. The feeling Aat oppressed me was 
a conviction that I should there find nodung to do ; but I 
prayed to be made useful, and tione ever asked work of a 
heavenly Master in vain. Th^ dreadful famine in the west 
of Irehmd had called forth a stream of English liberality, acid 
collections were made every where for relief of the suffering 
Irish i one was announced at Long- Acre chapel ; but before 
the day arrived^ the committee put forth a statement that 
they had Abundant funds and required no more* I was then 
residing in Bloomsbury, daily witnessing the wretchedness 
of St. Giles's ; and on learning this I wrote to Mr. Howels, 
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begging him to say a word to his congregation on behalf of 
those Irish who were starving at their doors, whose naiser- 
able destitution I laid before him as well as I could. He 
returned me no answer ; but oh the Sunday morning read 
my letter from the pulpit, asked his flock to contribute, and 
collected upwards of tifly pounds, which he gave to me. 

Kaowing the character of the people so well, and longing^ 
to make th^ relief of their bodily wants subservient to a 
higher purpose, I resolved to visit in person every case re- 
commended to my notice. Many of my friends stood aghast 
at the proposal ; I should be insulted, murdered, by the Irish 
savages ; no lady^ could venture there, their language was 
so dreadful : no delicate person could survive the effects of 
sucli a noxious atmosphere. To this I repFied that, happily, 
I couM not hear their conversation : and as for the un- 
wholesomeness, it coifld not be wor^ than Sierra LeoDe* or 
other missionary stations, where many ladies went. Insult 
had never yet been my lot among the Irish ; and as to murder, 
it would be martyrdom in such a caude, of which I had little 
hope. So I turned my flfly pounds into bread, rice, milk, 
meal, coals, ^ad soup, resolved to give no money, and on the 
very next day commenced the campaign against et^irvation 
and Popery in St. Giles's. 

For four months I persevered in the work, devojting fi:om 
four to six hours every day to it ; and though I never in ih% 
smallest degree concealed or compromised the truth, or 
failed to place in the strongent light its contrast with the 
falsehoods taught them, I never experienced a disrespectful 
or unkind look from one among the hundreds, the thousands 
who knew me as the enemy of their religion, but the loving 
friend of their country and of their souls. Often, when I 
went to visit and relieve some poor dying creature in a cel- 
lar or garret, where a dozen wholly unconnected with the 
sufferer were lodged in the same apartment, have I gathered 
them all about me by speaking of Ireland with the affection 
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I ready feel fork, and then shown them, from the Scriptures, 
in English, or by means of an Irish reader sometimes ac* 
companying me, the only way of salvation, pioiuting out how 
very difierent was that by which they vainly sought it. My 
plan was to discover such as were too ill to go to the Dis- 
pensary for relief^ or to select the most distressed objects 
whom I met there, and to take the bread of life along w^h 
the bread thitt perisheth into their wretched abodes* I was 
most ably and zealously helped by that benevolent Physi- 
cian who had always been foremost in every good and com- 
passionate work for the Irish poor ; and to whose indefati- 
gable zeal it is chiefly owing that at this day the poor lambs 
of Ihat distressed flock are still gathered and taught in the 
schools which it was Donald's supreme delight to superin- 
tend. I cannot pass over in silence the devotion of Dr. 
Pidduck, through many years, to an ofiiee the most labo- 
rious, the most repulsive, and in fnany respects the most 
thankless that a professional man can be engaged in — that 
of ministering to the diseased and flithy population of the dis- « 
trict But many a soul that he has taught in the knowledge 
of Him whom to know is Hfe eternal, will^ be found to re- 
joice him in the day when their poor bodies shall arise to 
meet the Lord« 

The schools in George-street ^o which I have alluded are 
the main Messing of the place : tliey were established long 
before the Irish gospel was ever introduced there ; and they 
survive the Irish n^inistry which, alas J has been withdrawn 
from the spot where €rod enabled me to plant it. Those 
schools are a bud of promise in the desolate wiMemess, 
which may the Lord in his own good time cause to blossom 
again! 

This year was memorable for the great struggle respect* 
ing the Reform Bill, a measure rendered ruinous by the h^ 
tal act that preceded it, in 182^. It was not passed this 
year, owing to the ste^iness of the peers ; but it becaqae 
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too evident that it could not long be resisted by one estate 
against the other two ; and it could not be expected that 
they who had assisted to open the door to admit the serpent's 
head would persist in keeping out his body* They had tak- 
en the first steps down a rapid descent, and to pause warn 
imposBiblet unless God gave them such a measure of greee 
asgis rarely accorded to those who have betrayed a trusts 
He that is unfaithful in little will be so again in mueh ; and it 
was not a small thing todash down the most sacred bidwariu 
of our national Protestantism. Tory treachery did thd deed ; 
and Tory influ^hce was the first to receive a death^-woimd 
by means of schedule A» 

V Eighteen hundred and thirty-two saw the Reform BBl 
pass. The first act, almost of this reformed and papaliaed 
Parliament was, in tbo following year, to lop c^/ten bishop* 
ricks firom tbs Irish Church, by means of die maj<Hdty thus 
obtained. It was a base and cruel proceeding, and it ex« 
hibited in glaring colours the value of an oath taken by Ro- 
manists against the interests of their system ; for of those 
who had obtained adanssioB to the British ParMament by 
aelemiyy swearing to do nothing pre^udacial to the Protest* 
ant Church, all save three voted for this deadly blow, .which 
was to be followed up by a series of attacks upon its veiy 
eiistence. The wonder was, that anybody wendersd at 
this : I never did. I should have greatly, ouurveUeid had it 
been otherwise; for who could expect die ^moUier and mis* 
tress of aU churches ' to sit In contented equality, not to say 
in acknowledged inferiori^, beside one on which she is 
sworn through all her orders to set her foot, and to trample 
it into the dust? I am not one of those who would let a 
hungry wolf into the fold, calculating on his polite or coo* 
scieBtious forbearance not to worry the sheep. ^* The wick- 
ed will do wickedly,*' Scripture declares ; and what can we 
expect from him who is characterized by the samo Scrip* 
tores as utlHrt wicked F 
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It is solemnlj declared, that they who hated knowledge, 
and did not choose the fear of the Lord ; who would none 
of his counsel and despised bis reproof, shall «at of the fruit 
of their own ways, and be filled with their own devices. 
That our abandonment of the Protestant principle, which 
we know to be according to God's will, was a rejection of 
his counsel, and a departing from his fear, nciany are now. 
constrained to confess, by seeing bow strictly, retributive is 
the dispensation under wfai^h we are laid. Look around, 
and what do we behold of th^ fruit of our own way la form- 
ing papal alliuice ? it is evidently judicial. The ^]:a{>id in- 
crease of Popish chapels, and, the open efibrte of proselytiz- 
ing made on every side ; the ^tablisbm^nt of a powerful 
and wealthy * Institute,' for the avi^wed purpose of extend- 
ing Popery, and the announcement of general prayer for the 
restoration of £ngland to the Pope's fold ; the powerful 
wielding of the public press to the same end, and the ready 
aid afforded by parties who merge thejr nominal Protestant- 
ism in real, heartfelt hostility to the established form -of 
church-government, and other national institutions ; all this 
we might have expected; we did expect and predict it too, 
openly enough, when striving against the overthrow of our 
defences. But who among us could have foreseen the dis- 
pepsation by which judgment was to begin at the house of 
God ; or the marked retributicKi that maki^s the sin of the 
church the punishment of the church, literally filling us with 
our own devices, by transfusing Popery into the very veins 
of the ecclesiastical body ! Unquestionably this is the most 
deadly symptom of all ; and while we own that the Lord 
must^ in the way pf permission, have done this «* evil " 
against his ofieqding people, we cannot rationally doubt as 
to the means employed* The great object once attained, 
of a restored footing in the legislature and other branches of 
public power, all was surely prepared, as under the Stuarts 
it ever was, to seize in every possible way the advantage 
24* 
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gained ; and as tbe Church of England has been fonnd Ike 
surest fortress of Protestant truth, the introduction of fake 
principles among those to whom iacoran^itted die prepara- 
tion of her young men for the ministry, was of all things 
most desirable. How diis was first efiected, by what means 
some of the most eminently learned men, of unexcepdon- 
able mdral^aractetand extensive influence in a Protestant 
university, and ministeting in our church, became active in* 
stnMSientd of the papal fbe, cannot be ascertained. AH the 
ini(]tiities of Popery are mysterious : the name mtstxrt wiU 
remain emblazoned on the Harlot's brew, until the fire of 
God's wrath shall consume its brazen characters. It is veto 
to speculate about the origin of what only concerns us in tts 
efl^ts; and in those efi^ts it does most awfully^concera 
Us. I have read with attention what is put forth by 
die promulgators of these doctrines, ^— erroneously called 
new, for they helped to form the stumbling-block which Ba- 
laam put before the children of Israel, and were received 
among the C^alatians in Paul's' days^ I have brought them 
io the balances in which, by God's grace, I had weighed So- 
cinianism, Popery, Antinomianism, and Irvingism, and found 
them all wanting; add Puseyism kicked the beam no less 
speedily or decidedly than any of the former. The points 
on m^iich I most clearly see it to be at once opposed to 
Scripture, and tainted with the papal leaven, are these:— 

li The actual washing away of original sin,' abd confer- 
ring of the new birth by die rite of baptism, with the painful 
process by which a baptized person is to work his own way 
back to God afler sinning away the supposed grace then 
received ; fbr neither of which do I find one warrant in the 
word of Crod, but abundant confirmation of both in the cate- 
chisms of Rome. 

II. The sacrificial character of the other sacrament, its 
efficiency in conveying grace by the mere outward act, the . 
mysterious change supposed to be wrought in the eieinents 
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by Ab setttDg of them apart for a senrtee ia itself comraemo- 
rative, and the awful reverence with which they are thence* 
forth to be regarded : in every particular of which I trace 
approximation to the Romish roaaA« and a commensurate 
retrogression At>m &e pure siiApticity of the gospel. 

III. The investing of one particular point in a building 
with superior sanctity, approaching it with bodily reverence, 
and making it a material thing that the minister should turn 
in that direction while fuHining his office towards the peo- 

^ pie. This may seem a trivial and foolish whim ; and tru- 
ly so it is in itself very foolish and pitiably trivial ; but 
whep we see to what fearAil idolfitry the poor Romanists 
are brought by such puerile beginnings as these, and when 
we find a spiritual worship insisted upon throughout the 
New Testament, in dh'ect contradistinction to will-worship, 
voluntary humility, and all the parade of ** carnal ordi- 
nances,^' it becomes important in no common degree. In 
Edward's days, the maHyr Ridley^ Uien Bishop of London, 
a^ually broke down a part of the wall of St. Paul's, rather 
than not wholly remove the Popi^ altar from its eastern 
niche ; and the plain, ilecent, scriptural tabh which he set 
in the chancel for the due celebration of the Lord's supper, 
was an object of continual rebuke and ribaldry on the part 
of the murdering persecutors who, particularly the infamous 
Bishops Bonner and Gardiner, called it an oyster-taUe. 
The * altars' were of course set up again in Mary's reign ; 
and how they now come to appear in so many of our 
churches, and to retain in common pariance the name of 
altar, is best known to him of whose devices We are not ig- 
norant, though we cannot fathom their depth ; and who ne 
doubt always hoped to use this oversi^t of ours as a step- 
ping-stone to the recovery of his lost footing. At all events, 
our Reformers are clear from the offence, for we find in the 
rubric of our service-book no mention of altar, but these 
plain words in r^laficm to that which was to supersede it : *- 
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^ The Ta62e, ai the communion iime^ hating a fair white 
Uiun cloth upon it^ $haU etand in the body of the churchy or 
in the chaneelf where morning and evening prayer are ap' 
pointed to be read.^* From this it would seem io have 
been put out of the way at other times» probably to afford 
more room for die eoogregation during general prayers, 
and to have been brought out again * at the communion 
time ;' and our parish churches have been principally built 
in Popish days, afforded a more convenient space for the 
table where the old altar formerly stood. Be this as it may, 
idolatry is again creeping in at that very niche ; and Uiough 
in appearance far less formidable than the doctrinal errors 
preached, this vain practice will cost 4he church very dear. 
IV. The assumption iro strenuously resisted by our mar- 
tyrs, and so manifestly contrary to Scripture, of an author^ 
ity over men's minds and consciences, based aot upon a 
faithful adherence toihe apostolic doctrines, but upon a for* 
tuitous succession to their eternal office and functions. 
Fortuitous as regards the individual, for any one may ob> 
tain it ; but absolute and unchangeable as regards the of- 
fice itself, not by virtue of the scriptural form in which the 
privileges are, afler apostolic injunction and example, con- 
ferred, but because an unbroken series of individuals have 
been so appointed, of whom some have led the worship of 
the true God ; others have set up idols, and compelled the 
people to bow down to them ; some have preached Christ ; 
others have themselves con^ituted the body of Antichrist ; 
some J i avo bee n commissioned and taught by the Holy 
Gfibst ; others have been the habitation and (he mouth- 
piece of devils ; and now, on the ground chosen by these 
successionists, the Pope of Rome is a true bishop, sitting 
in a true churcl^ ; and Babylon the Great, whom Grod him- 
self calls the Mother of Harlots and abominations of the 
earth, is our elder sister, our venerated sister, in separatmg 
from whom we have made ourselves schismatics, ^d 
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through whose fihhy, polluted <AaiineI we rnunt draw the 
waters of life, if we would receive them atidl. Who can 
look at this dogma, and not i>e inclined to breathe the 
prayer of good King Edward's liturgy, so foolishly expung- 
ed by Elizabeth's temporizing, half-eonricted prelates : — 
^ Fromihe tyranny of the Bishop of Rome, a^d all his de- 
testable enormities, good Lord deliver us I" 

Y. The dt^eadfully unscriptural tenet which they call * re* 
serve.' They say that tho doctrine of the Atonement is not 
to be openly nor at ooee preached to the people : That they 
are to be taught repentance, good works, and so forth, but 
not to be t^d that Christ has wrought out salvation for 
them, nor to hear the blessed truth that ** the blood of Jesus 
Ghrist cleanseth from all sin." They are not to be invited 
to **Behol4the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world." The Lord has indeed loudly uid universal- 
ly proclaimed, ** Look unto me and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth ; " but these faithful and wise stewards 
arrest the message on its way, and silencti^ the voice of 
Jehovah, say to the people * Lool( unto tis, and we will show 
you a more excellent way.' I would not have taken 
this foot upon the credit of any report whatever; noth- 
ing but reading declarations to that efi^t in their own 
books would have convinced me that any ministers of the 
Englbh church would have so trampled upon her institu- 
tions, no less than violated Scripture, as deliberately to with- 
hold from the laity the knowledge whereby ak>ne they can 
be saved. Many false pastors there have been, and too 
many tiiere still are in our church, who do not teach, be* 
cause they do not themselves know, the gospel of Ghrist; 
but here is a case where it u sUppoafed to %e fully under- 
stood by the clergy, and by ^hem suppressed as regards 
their flocks, except under particular circumstances to be 
judged of by theoMelves! This is a diiect instigation of 
Jesuit teachers who pull die Wires alike unseen by the au- 
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dience and uofelt by the puppets : it is a practice in the 
Romish system^ lit^ known ; but I have met with two instan* 
ces where the priest -** whether impelled by eonsciencef or 
restrained by the immediate power of Grod, orelse habitual- 
ly, I know not — being ieA alone with the person over whom 
het had been performing the mummeries called extreme unc- 
tion, or *the rites of the church,' told him that all he had 
,done wa^ of ne real avail : that the virgin and the saints, to 
whom he had publicly exhorted him to cleave with full coo* 
fidence, could not help him : , and that unless it pleased 
Christ to save him he must go to hell. In one of these cases 
the individual survived long enough to repeat this ; in the 
other he recovered and immediately became a Protestant. 
I believe if the followers of the sept knew a little more than 
they do of the tricks and devices of Popery, they would be 
startled to find what hands th^y are in. It is fearful to 
think how near this wicked do<itrine of reserve brings its 
holders to the apostle's anathema ; for that which preaches 
aught but Christ, fought less than Christ *' whom God has 
set forth to be a propitiation through his blood," is *>>an* 
other gospel." 

YL They do not admit the Scriptures in their plain sig^ 
ttification as commended to every man's plain judgment, as 
the sole and sufficient rule of faith. Certain doctors who 
wrote in the early ages of the Christian t^hurch, and who 
oflen darkened counsel by words without knowledge, are 
called * fathers,' and invested with a sort of paternal autho- 
rity which few Christian fathers would desire to assume over 
their children ; thrusting their own notions in the place of 
God's commands. Truly, in somerespects we may say to 
our Oxford brethren, ** The Lord hath been sore dis{^^ased 
with your fathers; " for they often abound in most grievous 
errors, springing from their being men of many words. Yet 
to them we are required to yield both God's authority and 
our own understanding; to shutout th^ glorious noon-day 
sun, and read our lesson by the glimmer of their rushlight. 
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yil. Aod I leel that this ought ta have dccupied the first 
place, for it ia the main point ^^ it constitutes the foundation 
of shifting sand supplied in place of ike eternal rock -^ 
these tractariluis ^subvert the grand doctrine of Justification 
by Faith : they build . upon hunian merit ; they represent 
man as a being capable of propitiating the otfended Deity 
by his own wmrks : they stumble and fall upon that stone oh 
which.^ne can fall without being broken^ This, the main, 
essential xlistioctibn between real Christianity and every 
counterfeit that usurps the name, is the grand touchstone 
whereto we must bring them : coming into contact with it^ 
they shrink, and shrivel, and perish. 

I ieel that I have scarcely toacbed upon this subject^ 
though entering on it far more at large than on any of the 
preceding temptations to which my faith has been exposed. 
Perhaps I ought not ta call this a temptation'; for I saw the 
character of Popery tc^o legibly stamped upon this delusion 
even from the first, to be in any danger from it ; but know- 
ing what deceptions must abound in these days, and deeply 
feeting the importance of the caution, ^' Let him that think- 
eth he standethiake heed lest he fall," I always strive to 
feel myself endangered i>y every form of error that is broach- 
ed; and fiy **to the law and to the testimony" for light, 
whenever a shadow crosses my path. Many a severe and 
most angry rebuke have I received from those who were 
openly or secretly connected with the party in question, and 
who usually take one of two grounds in their censure : either 
assuming with clerical authority, which ivith me is no au- 
thority at all unless their succession be that of doctrine as 
well as of office ; or ^barging me with directing at individ- 
uals the remarks that duty compels me to make on opinions^. 
Of this I am wholly innocent : I do oot^ thank God, person- 
ally know a single clergyman whom I believe to be a pro- 
pounder of these errors : and what enmity can I entertain 
against others, who in their private characters are wholly 
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unknown tp met I never convened widi one of them : I 
always prefer to take lien's opinions from their published 
writings, because in conversation, even where no bar exists 
to its greatest freedom* much may be explained ^waj^ and 
those explanations eidier forgotten or deHiied ; the same, in 
a measuie, holds good with preaohing^: but deliberate pub- 
lications afford a tangible hdid. Popeiy never could be 
openly dissected until tfad Cc^cil of Trent Was so kind as 
to tie ktsr down for our operations^ by ^nnbodying in their 
decrees all the vague Proteus-like doctrmes that she pro- 
claimed and denied at pleasure* 

I view this Ming away on the part of a great number of 
our clergymen as a direct judgment on us for our unfaithful 
confederacy with ' Antichristian Rome* I dread its pro- 
gress, by the elevation to episcopal authority of men hold- 
ing ihe tenets in question, or the perversion of those already 
possessed of it ; and if this be permitted, a schism must en- 
sue : all true Christians, t>oth clergy and people, separat- 
ing from a church that will cast them out, and those edifi- 
ces that now rise before us -—the courts of a pure wor^p, 
which we love to tread^^ — will become again temples of 
idolatry* polluted, hateful, and accursed* From such an 
issue may the Lord in ids great mercy spare us ! We, who 
consented not to the purpose and deed of those who brought 
Popery back to power, and others who have repented be- 
fore Grod of what they did in ignorance and unbelief, may 
hope much for ourselves in this pecuHar vtsitatibn ; but 
alas ! who amdng us is clear from having exceedingly pro- 
voked God to chastise us for our many public and private 
sins ! Had Howels lived to this day, how would the walls 
of his chapel have j'ung with the warnings that his lips 
would never have been^ weary of uttering, while pointing 
out th^ finger of Qod in this domestic visitation of Popery. 
But he, and Donald who felt it even as*he, were mercifull7 
taken away from the evil ta come. 
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During a sojoura of some years a little to the north of 
London* i deyoted myself more to the pen, and found less op- 
portunity for other usefulness than in Sandhurst and London ; 
yet much encouragement was given to labour among the 
poor neglected Irish, who may be found in every neighbour- 
hood, and to whom few think of taking the gospel in their 
native tongue — dtill fewer of bearing with the desperate 
opposition that Satan will ever show to the work^ We 
make the deplorable state, morally and physically, of the 
Irish poor, an excuse first for not going among them at all, 
and then for relinquishing the work if we do venture to be- 
gin it. In both cases it ought to plead for tenfold readi- 
ness and perseverance. I always found it a perilous task 
to attack the enemy in this strong-hold : not from any op- 
position encountered from the people themselves ; far oth- 
erwise : they ever received me gladly, and treated me with 
respect and grateful affection ; but Satan has many ways of 
assailing those whom he desires to hinder, and sometimes 
his chain is greatly lengthened for the trial of faith, and per- 
fecting of humility and patience, where they may be sadly 
lacking. There are spheres of undeniable duty where the 
Christian mky oflen almost, if not altogether, take up the 
apostle's declaration, and say, '*No man stood by me." 
This, to the full extent, has never yet been my expc^ence ; 
but I have oflen found many against me, both witliout and 
within, when earnestly bent on dealing a blow at the great 
Antichrist. It is no good sign when alt goes on too 
smoothly. 

In 1834 I was induced to undertake what seemed an ar- 
duous and alarming oiBce : that of editing a periodical. I 
commenced it in much prayer, with no- little trembling, and 
actuated by motives not selfish. That it was not laid down 
at the end of the second year, was owing to the great bles* 
sing just then given to my appeals on behalf of the trueWy 
oppressed and impoverished Irish clergy through its means : 

25 
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and recommenciogy at the beginniog of the third year, with 
an ardent desire to promote more than ever the sacred 
cause of Protestantism, I found the Lord prospering the 
work heyond my best hopes ; and by his help I continue it 
to this day. On the subject of the Irish church I must 
make a few remarks, connected with my visit tOvthat coun« 
try, whence I addressed to you the '* Letters from Ireland," 
already, published. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE ONBET. 291 



LETTER XVII, 



IRELAND. 



It was my lot to witness, as t have before toM you, the 
first outbreak of what proved to be an organized war against 
the property of the Irish church. It did not assume this 
form avowedly while the question of conceding the demands 
of the Romanists M as yet in abeyance ; but all the mancBu- 
vres of Captain Rock, his enlistments, drillings, nightly 
sallies, and the whole system as developed during my abode 
in Kilkenny, were but preparatory to what had been long 
decided on as the first forward step aflter gainitig what they 
had long clamoured for — a vantage ground from which to 
assail the hated fortress of Protestantism. It was at Enoclf- 
topher, within sight indeed of the sweet parsonage ofYi- 
carsfield, that the dreadful slaughter occurred in which thir- 
teen policemen fell, murdered. Dr. Hamilton's extensive 
union of Knocktopher and Kiimagany was first attacked ; 
the latter divisi6n of the parish lies on the very border of 
Tipperary, just where the nightly marauders entered the 
county Kilkenny. The men who had been first trained to 
the work as Rockites, now called themselves Hurlers, from 
a sport in which the Kilkenny men excel, and under this 
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name they declared opea war against the Established 
Church. One morning Dr. Hamilton was told, that some 
men desired to speak with him ; he immediately went to the 
hall-door« and saw four or Ifive peasants. The carriage- 
way to that door sweeps through a cluster of evergreens 
which shade the house in front f but beyond them lies a wide 
expanse of waste ground. The men requested Dr. Hamilton 
to step a little to one side, so that the laurels might no longer 
intercept his view, and on complying he saw the whole 
plain covered with men, to the number of two or three thou- 
sand, armed with the formidable hooked sticks that they 
use in hurling, and with shillelaghs loaded with lead, be- 
sides concealed firearms, and other dangerous weapons. 
On seeing this. Dr. Hamilton had the presence of mind to 
retreat backwards towards the door, and I will say the he- 
roism to shut it by. means of the stout spring lock, thus at 
once guarding his house from the enemy, and leaving him- 
self wholly unarmed and defenceless in thciir pow^ : he had 
not even a hat on his head. He had .taken care to slam 
the door with sucb violence as to startle the inhabitants of 
the house, and thus to apprize them of danger ; and now he 
stood, calm and dignified, awaiting the will of his assailants. 
Many a sanguinaiy warning had he received, signed in 
bloody as^suring him that his own should speedily be shed ; 
BfA now the hour. seemed to have arrived when those me- 
naces should be made good. 

No violence however yffaa attempted : the foremost men 
told him that he might see how vain resistance niust be 
against such a multitude, perfectly united, and resolved to 
yield no longer to the demands of a heretic church. They 
insisted upon his dismissing his proctor, and refraining in fu- 
ture from demanding tithe from the Romanists of his parish ; 
adding many assurances of their determination to put down 
the system altogether. After thus warning and threatening 
him, they departed ; and he of course lost no time in mak- 
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ing known to the government what had occurred* and re- 
questing a strong body of police for the protection of his 
house and family. 

A party was sentdown, who lodged in and about Yii^arsiield, 
and for a time allseeroed quiet ; but at length the Hurlers 
again appeared, surrounding the house in immense numbers. 
The officer in command of the police formed his men, and 
a parley was d^mand^d ; when the lejaders c^ the insurgents 
said they would come to terms, but must have a conversa- 
tion with the police in the open country some little way off, 
to which the latter most rashly consented, and proceeded to 
the spot by the bohreen. This little lane has a fence of 
loose stones on either side, the ground rising nearly to the 
height of the rude wall, so that the men within it were much 
lower than those in the fiefd around the6ri. There was bare- 
ly space for two men to walk abreast, and of cotirse no room 
for any movement or manoeuvre. The policemen were al- 
lowed to proceed for some distance, anxl then the ruffians on 
either side suddenly turned on them, pouring down with 
dreadful impetuosity into the narrow pass, and murdering 
them ahnost without resistance.' 

The terrible work was soon done, and the butchers dis^ 
persed. A wounded policeman who had almost miracu- 
lously escaped with his life, ran to the Yicarage, dnd burst- 
ing into the hall, staggered and fell, covered with blood. 
The panic was of course dreadful ; and as soon as possible 
Dr. and Mr^. Hamilton, disguised and in a common^ cart, 
made their escape to Kilkenny, taking shelter in the castle 
with Lord Ormonde, whence they came to England, forever 
exiled from their beloved and lovely home, and in fact strip- 
ped of every thing ; for to recover tithe in that parish was now 
impossible. The meek pastor, a wreck in body, but ever- 
more cleaving to his Lord, lingered out some years among 
us, and then departed to where the wicked cease'from troub<- 
ling, and where the weary are at rest. 

25* 
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Several of the imirderiars were taken« sworn to, repeated- 
ly, arraigned, tried, proved guilty, and set at large ; because 
there wad^ not found a jury who could command nerve 
enough to lay. down thei^ own lives and those of their fami- 
lies l^y finding a verdict against them, though their guilt ad- 
mitted not of even a doubt« It seemed pretty well under- 
stood by both parties that the Irish church was given over 
for a prey to the teeth-of her enemies, and one heavy blow 
after another from the hands of those who were sworn to 
uphold her, confirmed the supposition. Attempts were daily 
mad^ to ascertain how far the enemy might venture ; and 
when it was founfl thai they might use their own discretion, 
a general resistance to the payment of tithe ensued, and the 
clergy, particularly in the south, were soon reduced to abide 
in their unroofed houses the utmost pressure of poverty and 
actual starvation. Yes, had it not been for the ever ready 
aid of England, those faithful, zealous, devoted mipisters of 
the everlasting gospel might have been — would have been 
— literally starved to death with their wives and children. 
Many were nearly so, when they had sold even the last of 
their books, and every little article that they possessed for 
personal or domesjtic use, to purchase a scanty meal of po- 
tatoes. It could scarcely have been Sloped by the friends, 
or anticipated by the foes of the Protestant church, that 
through such extremity the persecuted clergy would be con- 
'ducted, and again restored to their flocks, purified and made 
brighter by this searching fire. . Yet so it was : God gave 
quietness, and who coMid make trouble ? God had given 
commandn^ent to bless, and who could reverse it? I was 
present at a n^eeting in Freemason's Hall, in December, 
1835> when ^he Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of 
London, with a large number of clergymen, noblemen and 
gentlemen, assembled to take into consideration the afilict- 
ed state of their brethren iq Ireland. There was at the out- 
set a decided deprecation of i^ll political topics and allusions ; 
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but the speakers found, not excepting the venerable Primate 
who had enjoined such abstinence from secular topics, that 
it was utterly impossible to enter Upon the subject before 
them without adverting to the plain root of the matter. The 
Bishop of London distinctly attributed it all to a neglect of 
vindicating the majesty of the laws in Ireland ; and that neg- 
lect he plainly charged on the real culprits, assigning the 
true n^otive — a willingness to extinguish the Protestant 
church in Ireland, The effect of this meeting was very im- 
portant : it cheered the spirits of God's dekr sufiering serv- 
ants, not so much by the liberal supply of immediate tempor- 
al aid, as by the open expression of warm sympathy on the 
part of their English brethren. I can bear witness, fori' 
knew the fa<;t, that the Bishop of London laboured in their 
cause up to the very letter of that sweet command to do 
even as in similar circ^mistances he would that others should 
do unto him. He sought out information; he arranged, 
and made it available in the best possible manner ; and he 
put so much heart along with his superior head into the bu- 
siness, that I am very sure he did far more to rescue that 
precious church than even he himself has any suspicion of. 
Our dear brethren needed rencouragement, such as conJd 
only be derived from the fellowship of those who had too 
long seemed to look upon their calamities with a cold, dis- 
tant eye ; and their mal,i|ciou8 enemies wanted the encour- 
agement on the same ground. Their language Was, ^^ Per- 
secute them and take them, for there is none to deliver 
Uiem." So Satan suggested ; but as usual he told a lie. 

And now I must name one whose memory is indeed most 
precious to me — the late, the last Archbishop of Tuam. 
The last, through the infamous act of striking off the ten 
bishopricks, including those archiepiscopal sees that had 
existed from a date long prior to the introduction of Popery 
into these isles. Dr. Trench was indeed a prelate on the 
apostolic model : so lovely a character I have rarely met 
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with. Sweetness and tenderness, combined with decision 
the most marked, and uocompromising, distinguished him. 
He had a pastoi^s heart indeed : the mind which was in 
Christ Jesus being in him, to the praise of the glory of that 
grace whereby he was so enabled to shine in his high station. 
His heart was in his work, and with his brethren, ^e loved 
his country with the most ardent devotion of Christian pa- 
triotism. He protested t<j[ the last against the wicked Bill 
of 1829, and predicted what has followed. He bent all his 
energies to oppose the anti^criptural plan of na^onal edu- 
cation in Ireland, which was ono^of the series of heavy blows 
aimed at Protestantism, and one of the hardest. He la- 
boured inde&tigably to spread the gospel in Irislr among the 
native race ; and from its first opening to its lamented close, 
my Irish church in St. Giles's was the object of his tenderest 
concern. His life was shortened by grief for the desolation 
of the Lord's vineyard in his native land; and by the 
shameless abandonment even of the poor guards still lefl 
against Popish assumption, which permitted the turbulent 
John M*Hale to parade bis anti-christian and illegal exhi- 
bitions at the very gate of his palace, ti^ile the gaudy 
mass-house liRed its head above his modest, venerable ca- 
thedral. That beloved Archbishop is now with Christ ; and 
most blessed is his memory in the churbh — most dear, 
and most precious to me. May the Lord grant us many 
like-minded with him, to stand fast in this evil day of re- 
buke and blasphemy ! 

How melancholy is the contrast presented when we turn 
to another Irishman^ who has the name of his country 
ever glowing on hialip* and her best life-blood reeking on 
his hands ! It is not possible to compute the amount of 
life lost by assassination alone, through the turbulent doc- 
trines and doings that have ^ agitated " poor Ireland for 
the past twenty years, through the perseverance of one in- 
dividual in seeking the accomplishment of his darling object. 
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What that is, he best knows : what he has sacrificed to 
attain it, he will know in the tlay of judgment. What 
measores of success has crowned his efforts we cannot tell, 
unless we might .venture to determine the precise nature of 
what he aims at. If it be to benefit his country, he has 
injured her more than ever any one individual had power to 
do in the course of a lodg life. If to replenish his own 
hoards, and to earn a conspicuous notoriety, he hds accom- 
plished it, and it only remains to render up to God an ac- 
count of the blood shed to secure what cannot avail him in 
the day of wrath. Unquestionably the Lord has used that 
man to work out His own high purposes in a wonderful 
manner. We find him always moving so much like a pup- 
pet, that an unseen hand must surely be at the wires, whe- 
ther an intermediate one between him and the Almighty 
cannot be known. Probably the master-^ring lies in the 
Propaganda at Rome ; but we well know, that even so the 
spring is wholly under his guidance who worketh all things 
afler the counsel of his own will. We may shudder when 
we look on this great apostle of all evil, rending the wounds 
of his poor lacerated <iountry, and dashing from her the 
soothing draught of peace ; but we cannot fear either him or 
his machinations, seeing how surely God hath set him his 
bounds, which he cannot pass. I never saw this man until 
the day when an indignant burst of right English feeling, not 
to be restrained by the presence of the beloVed Prince Con- 
sort, prevented his voice from being heard among the honest 
advocates for African improvement. I saw him then, and ne- 
ver did I look upon a human being with feelings of such ming- 
led horror, compassion, and disgust. Inteissted as I was in the 
abolition of negro slavery, and working with heart and hand 
for its accomplishment, until it pleased God to crown our 
efforts with success, still from the moment I heard that 
Daniel O'Gonnell had been permitted to stand forth at the 
anti-slavery meeting, and enrolled with acdamation as a 
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helper in the work^ I wholly withdrew from all connection 
with the society, and laboured alone, uncontaminated by so 
degrading an alliance. To estimate him aright, we must 
explore his bleeding country ; we must number up the slain, 
including those who rave paid on a gibbet the forfeiture of 
lives stained with murder, and we must follow the souls of 
those victims into an eternity of unutterable wo and endless 
despair. It is an awful thing for man to possess influence 
over his fellows : no talent is'so rich, none so liable to abuse, 
and surely none of which the Lord will more rigidly inquire 
how it has been applied. 

It was in the year 1837 that I had the opportunity of 
judging how far the events subsequent to the passing of that 
** healing measure" in 1829 had justified the prognostications 
of its advocates in reference to Ireland. According to their 
predictions, I should have found the Established Church 
jSoiirishing in the warmth of that brotherly love so finely 
promised by the grateful recipients of the long-sought boon, 
and doubly secure under the protection of their sworn amity. 
I should have found the Roman population peaceable, con- 
tented, every way improved ; dwelling in the sweetest bar* 
mony with their Protestant neighbours, and encouraged in 
all loyalty by a priesthood now become the &iChful liegemen 
of the British crown. Happily I was not disappointed, for 
I never expected aught but the strongest contrast to this 
picture, and such I found : Popery rampant, insolent, over- 
bearing, and evidently calculating on soon possessing the 
land in undisturbed security : Protestantism depressed, dis- 
couraged, menaced, and barely enjoying an uncertain toler- 
ation, on the one luind from government, on die other from 
the mass of the Romish populace: the- children of the poor 
removed from those scriptural schools which were rising up 
on all sides during my former sojourn, and placed under the 
power of the enemy, backed by full government patronage. 
I fell in with an army, marched at a great expense to the 
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north, which alone was loyal and peaceable, to restrain the 
exhibition of Protestant principles and devoted attachment 
to the house of Brunswick ; while no moyernent that I could 
discover was ever made, of military or constabulary, to in-^ 
timidate the hosts of Ribbonmen wfaowere known to assemble 
for preparations, the object of which was a general massacre 
of all but their own class. Notwithstanding, I also found 
the persecuted <^hurch occupying a higher hill, and shining 
with clearer lustre than ever before; indicating, not the ap- 
proaching success of Antichrist, but the preparedness of God's 
people to withstand in the evil day, and having done ally to 
stand. Of course I do not mean in mortal combat ; but I 
do believe that the cause of Christ will never be wholly lost, 
even for a day, in Ireland ; and whatever temporary advan- t 
tage may be gained by his enemies, I believe Jt will be fol- 
lowed by the tuumphing of truth in a very n^arked manner. 
The circulation of God^s.word has been silently going on^ 
and its effects will show themselves in the hour of need. 
While the oppressed clergy maintained their their posts in 
the face of even a dreadful death to themselves and their 
little ones, the^work proceeded among the people ; and there 
are tens of thousands among those now most confidently 
calculated on as the passive slaves of Rome, who, in the 
moment when their services are called for against the people 
of God, will openly fling off the fetter which> has been pri- 
vately unlocked, and show themselves on the Lord's side. 
None can estimate the value of the stand made by thbse 
ministers, in its bearing on the christianizing o^the country. 
Had they flinched and failed, the- work was at an end. God 
gavethem grace to endure ; and they iii^ill yet see the glo- 
rious event of their patience and faith. 

At the time of my writing this letter, we are looking in 
breathless anxiety for the next movement among the powers 
of Europe, in reference to the east Since the great blow 
was struck at Navarino, the drying up of the Euphrates has 
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been progressive and without a pause. A sudden movement 
among the mountaineers of Syria has brought all Europe 
into the Land of Promise as a battle-field ; and though only 
4he preliminary alarm has yet sounded, in comparison With 
what is to follow, still there is a general impression even 
among those who would scoff at the mention of Armageddon, 
that in the very spot pointed out by Scripture will the great 
conflict of warring kingdoms take place. , Blessed are they 
that watch! 

My mind is fully impressed with the conviction that we 
are about to be tried by every device which Satan can put in 
practice against us. Every old error and delusion will now 
be new furbished, and presented to us in the most attractive 
forms, with the addition of whatever new ones can be con- 
trived. Where shall we find security against them ? I, for 
one, know where it is to be found. You have heard in what 
way the Lord has preserved me from several snares of So- 
cinianism, iPopery, Irvingism, Puseyism ; and to these I may 
add what would certainly have been a great evil, needless 
schism, in separating from the church of England because 
it is not altogether.perfect, and joining some other commu- 
nion where it is very questionable whether I should have 
found so much of the good, or little of the evil, as in my 
own. I do aot take up the loAy grounds that some do : I 
claim no exclusive privilege for my own church over those 
of other countries, being Protestant. I set little by the bare 
succession, however apostolical; and of infallibility I believe 
we are all alike destitute, all alike liable to err. But I con- 
sider episcopacy to be the scriptural form of church govern- 
ment, and that our own comes as near the original constitu- 
tion as any : I hola it the bounden, the imperative duty of 
the state to provide due religious teaching and public minis- 
tration of ordinances for its subjects; and when such an 
institution is orthodox and well ordered like ours, I consider 
it really displeasing to God that we should lightly separate 
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from it. Yet should this church become imbued with the 
doctrines set forth by the Oxford Traetarians, and require 
from her members a recognition of them as true, I would 
shake the dust from my feet as a testimony against her, and^ 
go forth to worship God according to my conscience ; and 
according to the^real spirit of that same church which would 
have falsely denied herself. 

It was my blessed privilege, four years since, to abridge 
into two moderate sized volumes the English Martyrology, 
as recorded by Foxe. In the progress of this work I became 
better acquainted with the true doctrines of the Reformation 
than ever before : I compared them as I am wont to do 
everything, with what God has revealed ; and I am satisfied 
that they are perfectly accordant with scripture: if they were 
not so, I would reject them. By the same standard let us 
prove all things, that we may hold fast that which is good. 

I have not particularized the trial of my scriptural princi- 
ples when exposed for a short time to the pernicious doc- 
trines of a subtile and persuasive antinomian teacher. At 
first he only appeared to me to insist very strenuously on the 
doctrine of free, sovereign grace ; and greatly to magnify 
God in the saving of souls, wholly independent of aught that 
man can do : but a little farther investigation convinced me 
that the vilest system of moral licentiousness might be built 
on such a foundation as he laid ; and I found the discourses 
of Peter and of Paul, as recorded in the Acts, especially co n- 
clusive against his perverted notions. It is a, most deadly 
thing, this antinomia^ism ; and I believe all extremes in doc- 
trines where good men have much diiSered to be dangerous ; 
while at the same time they are very deluding, for we ail 
love to go far in an argument, or under the influence of party 
spirit. 

Another ordeal, but ope of much less pain in discussion, 
was found in the inviting aspect imparted by the irreproach- 
able lives and amiable dispositions of the Friene}^, to their 

26 
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peculiar mode of thinking. Without any direct attempt at 
proselytizing, some of them made their religion very attrac- 
tive to me, before I was at all well grounded and settled. 
On exanimatioi^ however, of their positions, by the aid of 
scripture alone, I found them, according to my belief, unten- 
able, as regards the rejection of the sacraments, and o^er 
minor points. I would deprecate the reading of books, in 
such cases, beyond the plainest statement of what the party 
inviting us to join them really hold ; and this I would bring 
to the safe test of God's word, examined as atohole^ at least 
the New Testament, in reference to that particular point 
Prayer ; humble, earnest, diligent, persevering, must accom- 
pany the labour, or it wiU be worse than lost. 

Of myself, I have now no more to say than that ** by the 
help of my God I continue to this day," anxiously desirous 
to devote my little talent to his service, as he may gracious- 
ly permit I have coveted do man's silver, or gold, or ap- 
parel, but counted it a privilege to labour with my hands and 
head, for myself and for those most dear to me. Many tri- 
als, various and «harp, have been my portion : but they are 
passed away, and if I have not enlarged upon them it is from 
no reluctani^e to declare all the Lord's wonderful doings, but 
from a desire to avoid speaking harshly of those who are de- 
parted. The Lord has accepted at my hand one offering, 
in the case of the precious dumb boy, received into glory 
through his rich blessing on my efforts : and he mercifully 
gives me to see the welfare of two others, committed to me 
as the offspring of my brother, over whose early years I have 
been permitted to watch, and in whose growing prosperity 
my heart can rejoice. He l^as been a very gracious Mas- 
ter to me ; he has dealt very bountifully, and given me now 
the abundance of domestic peace, with the light of his coun- 
tenance to gladden my happy ho|ne. Yet the brightest 
beam that falls upon it is the anticipation of that burst ^f 
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glory when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from Heaven, 
to reign in righteousness over the world that shall soon, very 
soon, acknowledge him the universal, eternal King : and 
the most fervent aspiration my heart desires to utter is the 
response to his promise of a speedy advent. ** Even so, 
Lord Jesus : come quickly! Amen." 



THE END. 
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